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While much of the west coast was baking in triple digit temperatures in July, on the 
other side of the mountains on the Oregon coast, the temperature was in the 60’s.  
The Oregon coast, in some ways, resembles the coast of Maine – rocky, dramatic 

vistas punctuated by sand beaches.  Though it’s hard to believe, the ocean temperature feels 
even colder than the water in Downeast.  Right along the shoreline, fog is the typical fore-
cast but a quarter mile in, the sky is brilliant blue.  The beauty is breath-taking.
This summer we explored mid-coast Oregon 
without much of an idea of what to expect.  
We met up with Becca and her partner, 
Meaghan, and Alex for a week by the sea. 
The wildlife was amazing, as was the end-
less string of state parks running down the 
coast.  On one of our adventures, we pulled 
off the main road for a visit to the Sea Lion 
Caves in Florence, OR where hundreds and 
hundreds and HUNDREDS of sea lions, 
seals and a variety of birds make their home.
It’s a noisy place.  Just when you think every sea lion on the planet has rendezvoused for a 
convention in the cave, outside it turns out there are still more lounging on the rocks below 
the cliff.  It’s not a zoo.  It is a natural sea cave where the animals come and go as they 
please.  We were the ones on the other side of the bars.
I wish I could take all of you to that cave or to the rocks where an incredible assortment of 
seabirds careened back and forth like bees in a hive.  Instead, we hope to stir your imagina-
tion in worship this fall as we celebrate the “Season of Creation.”  We will travel down the 
natural canals engineered by mangrove trees, through the depths of the coral reefs and the 
heights of the cloud forest.  For all the challenges that we face, our planet holds countless 
places of great beauty, and each spot opens us to experience what is holy in different ways.  
Each spot is a gift, and each is a challenge.  
Sea lions have been moving north along the Pacific coast for some time now.  They are 
following the food which has also been moving north as temperatures rise and currents 
shift.  And that migration creates problems for the endangered fish like the steelhead and the 
salmon in the Columbia and the Willamette rivers, which are already threatened by the dam-
ming of the rivers where they have spawned for millennia. 
We can do better than balance the survival of one endangered animal against another.  But we 
haven’t managed to shift the momentum yet, even in our own neck of the woods.  The Massa-
chusetts legislature was not able to enact the ambitious initiatives proposed in the Senate’s Act 
to Create a Clean Energy Future.  July 31st came and went with only modest measures taken 
toward a sustainable tomorrow.  Those measures weren’t nearly enough, but we are moving 
in the right direction.  As a new legislative session begins, our work continues to make our 
concern clear to our representatives, because too much is at stake not to protect the gifts we 
have been given.
          ~ Vicky
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Our Tree of Life
We celebrate with Linda Champion and 
her family.  Linda’s niece Lindsay Champi-
on married  Zhubin Parang in Doylestown, 
PA on June 16th.  

 On June 16th, at the com-
bined Annual Meeting of 
the MA, CT and RI Confer-
ences, the delegates voted 

to unite into a Tri-Conference and discover 
where the spirit might be leading our three 
conferences of the United Church of Christ 
as we move together as one.  At the meeting, our congrega-
tions also recognized the many contributions over the last 12 
years of our Conference Minister and President, the Rev. Jim 
Antal.  Jim retired at the end of June to become the Special 
Advisor on Climate Change for the United Church of Christ.  
We thank God for his work among us and ask God’s blessing 
on the new ministry to which he has been called.

We also celebrate with John 
and Shirley Lilly.  John was 
the Minister of Congregational 
Care at First Church from 
2001-2006.  On June 21st,  
John and Shirley celebrated 
their 60th wedding anniversary.

We celebrate with Tracy Wright and Josh 
Houle who were married in Haverhill on 
June 30th.  Tracy is the granddaughter of 
Dick and Ginny Wright.
We celebrate the new addition to the Gobron 
family.  Henry Daniel Simon was born on 
July 9th to Laura Gobron’s nephew Zach and his wife Kim. 
After a bit of a rough start with an infection, Henry is now 
thriving in San Diego and everyone is doing just fine!

We surround the St. Linus community with 
prayer as they remember the life and ministry 
of Monsignor Robert Giggi, who served their 
parish from 1981 to his retirement in 2013.  
Bob died on August 7 and the community gath-
ered to celebrate his life on August 10  at St. 

Linus.  Father Bob was buried in the family plot in Quincy.
Congratulations to Savannah Keller on 
completing her MSN degree from Vander-
bilt University in Nashville, TN this August.  
Her family was there to cheer her accom-
plishment at the pinning ceremony!   Savan-
nah will take her Boards next month and 
then start as a Pediatric Nurse Practitioner 
in the Dallas, TX area.
We celebrate with Bill Ladd who is approaching the final 
step in his discernment process for ordination in the United 
Church of Christ.  Bill was approved for an Ecclesiastical 

Council to be held in our church on October 24that 7 PM.   
Bill will share a portion of his ordination paper with clergy 
and lay representatives of the Central Association and will 
respond to their questions.  Everyone is invited to attend, 
but only the council representatives vote on whether or not 
to recommend Bill for ordination.  It would be wonderful to 
have familiar faces cheering him on!

On August 13th, Barbara Hayes who was 
the longest active member of First Congre-
gational Church, died at Riverbend Rehab 
in South Natick.  Barbara had moved to 
Natick in high school where she met and 
later married her high school sweetheart, 
Olin.  Family and music were her twin 

passions and she filled worship with her lovely voice for 
many years as our alto soloist.  Even in recent years, Barbara 
remained active, hosting the monthly church Bible study at 
Riverbend.  She was a regular participant at Lunch Bunch 
and was a devoted follower of all the news in The Good 
Word.  She played a formative role with several seminarians.  
Her contributions extended far beyond the church to the 
Natick community.  Family recently gathered with her for a 
wonderful celebration of her 94th birthday.  There couldn’t 
have been a better birthday gift than to be surrounded by so 
many loved ones and in the hearts of those at a distance to 
recognize her special day.
Our prayers surround Tim Porter and his 
family.  His father, Bill Porter died on 
August 19th in hospice following a long 
and brave struggle with cancer.  Family 
and friends gathered to celebrate his life 
on August 24 at St. John the Evangelist 
Church in Winthrop in a service that con-
cluded with military honors.  

At the conclusion of worship on July 15th, 
we welcomed Tom Foster into an expanded 
role in our music program and the con-
gregation responded with a great round 
of applause!  Tom is now the Minister of 
Music at First Church Natick and will be 
directing the choir in the fall, as well as 
offering wonderful keyboard selections 
during worship.  Tom graciously assumed 

responsibility for choir leadership during the spring and the 
Coordinating Council was delighted to learn at their June 
meeting that he was interested in continuing this work when 
choir resumes in the fall.  We are so blessed!
Many thanks to the West Virginia 
Workcampers, who on June 24th, led 
worship and shared their transforming 
experiences after returning from their 
trip to Cambel-Lincoln WV, where 
they worked for one week, making 
homes warm, safe and dry.



Faithful Witness FOR the Border
Thanks to the generous support of our congregation, two 
members of First Church Natick – Myriam Jennings and 
Marge Roberson – were able to travel in August to the US-
Mexico border in Arizona with a delegation from the Mas-
sachusetts Conference in response to the call from our sister 
congregations in the Southwest Conference of the United 
Church of Christ to participate in a “Faithful Witness at the 
Border.”  
They took supplies to asylum seekers in shelters, joined 
in prayer vigils at detention facilities in Eloy and Florence 
where parents of kids separated from their families are being 
held, visited Operation Streamline Immigration Court where 
parents are seeking to locate their children, as well as learn-
ing more about how we can be more effective as an “immi-
grant welcoming” congregation.  
This fall, we hope to continue their efforts by our Faithful 
Witness FOR the Border.  Beginning on Rally Day, Septem-
ber 9th, you can add any of the following supplies to baskets 
in the sanctuary.  These supplies will be distributed by our 
partner congregations of the Southwest Conference to those 
in need of humanitarian relief at the border. 
Supplies needed at the US/Mexico border: 

• razors 
• toothbrushes 
• travel size toothpaste 
• bath soap 
• shampoo 
• towels 
• wash cloths 
• feminine products 
• coloring books and crayons for kids 

The Southwest Conferences recommends some other pos-
sibilities that we might undertake to expand the reach of our 
Faithful Witness for the Border.  They are listed below.  If 
you would like to be involved in any of these responses, 
please contact Vicky for more information (508-653-0971 or 
pastor@firstchurchnatick.org).
• Write letters of welcome IN SPANISH that can be 

distributed to asylum seekers as missives of love and wel-
come, an alternative message to the government.

• Organize and attend town halls and candidate forums and 
ask questions about how candidates would approach im-
migration policy. 

• Set up in-district visits with our members of Congress to 
share our UCC faith witness on immigration. 

• Submit letters to the editor and editorials in our local and 
regional papers. 

• Fundraise to support living expenses of migrants seek-
ing asylum and who are prohibited by law from holding 
employment in the US while their case is processed.

• Participate in an immigrant detention visitation program 
in our area. 

• Partner with local immigrant rights groups to join/organize 
a rally at an immigrant detention facility for adults, ICE 
office, or border patrol station nearby. 

• Attend or host a fellowship event with a local migrant/
an immigrant group in our community to get to know one 
another and listen to their stories.

• Contribute to the UCC “Keep Families Together” campaign.

In 2016, the Massachusetts legislature updated our laws to 
specifically protect transgender people from discrimination 
in public places, such as restaurants, movie theaters, public 
transportation, parks, and hospitals because all people should 
be treated fairly.  A short time later, opponents of the law gath-
ered signatures to place the law on the ballot for repeal.  We 
will vote in November on whether or not transgender people 
will continue to be protected from discrimination in Massa-
chusetts.
It’s simple – transgender individuals deserve the same basic 
protections as everyone else – to live their lives with safety, 
privacy, and dignity.  We need more love, respect and kindness 
in Massachusetts, not fear, intimidation and discrimination!
This is not a “Bathroom Bill.”  Public accommodations are all 
of the places we go when we are not at home, work or school.  
These include coffee shops, theaters, parks and hospitals – and 
yes, it includes being able to do something as basic as using 
the restroom in these places.  Transgender men and trans-
gender women use restrooms and locker rooms for the same 
reasons that everyone does.  And when they do, they value 
privacy safety and modesty just like everyone else.
Opponents to the law use tactics of fear and intimidation to try 
to convince the voters that this law puts their safety in jeopar-
dy when in fact, safety and privacy are important to everyone.  
That’s why we have laws in place to make it illegal to harm 
or harass people or invade their privacy.  It’s already illegal 
to enter a restroom or locker room to harm someone, period.  
Updating the Massachusetts law to protect transgender people 
from discrimination in public places hasn’t changed that.  
Polling at this point shows that the race is very close, and the 
law could be overturned in November.  We need as much sup-
port as we can gather to safeguard these protections.  We urge 
you to use your voice this November to tell our legislators that 
you want the law that protects our transgender family, friends, 
and children to remain in place so that Massachusetts contin-
ues to be a place where everyone can live with safety, privacy 
and dignity, and without fear of discrimination.  



On Sunday September 30, 
please bring a package of 
diapers to church

Do you know:  
• Up to 3,000 families in Natick and Framingham alone 

struggle to buy diapers.

• A family needs up to $80 a month for diapers per 
child—an average of 50 diaper changes per week over 
3 years.

• Government programs don’t cover the cost of diapers.

• Many parents are forced to re-use diapers or leave their 
child in a soiled diaper longer than appropriate.  This 
can adversely affect the health and welfare of infants, 
toddlers and their families.

• Many families have to decide between food, medicine, 
and clean babies.

• Without diapers, babies cannot attend daycare or early 
childhood programs.

Let’s help provide Metrowest families in financial distress 
with diapers for their infants and toddlers to keep them clean, 
dry and healthy.  On Sunday September 30, please bring a 
package of diapers to church-- sizes 5 and 6 are in high 
need.  Opened packages your child has outgrown are fine.  
We will donate collected diapers to The Diaper Project at A 
Place To Turn located at 99 Hartford St. in Natick.  In 2017, 
they distributed 80,902 diapers to 1152 families.  
For further information, contact Eva Benda, Coordinator, 
Diaper Project at A Place To Turn, (508-872-7125).

The Rainbow Peace Flag Project 
has a new look!  
This new design was inspired by 
the new Philadelphia Rainbow 
Peace Flag, which added a black 
and brown stripe to symbolize 
racial diversity.   The new Rain-
bow Peace Flags will be available 
during coffeehour on Sundays and 
from the church office during the 
week as soon as the shipment ar-
rives.  You can also find the flags and talk to the team at the 
Rainbow Peace Flag Project table on the Natick Common at 
Natick Days on September 8th!

Short Stories by Jesus
Sunday mornings @ 9:00 AM

Six-week session beginning October 14
with Jonathan Guest

The New Testament scholar, Amy-Jill Levine writes that 
Jesus told parables because they serve as keys that can 
unlock the mysteries we face by helping us ask the right 
questions: how to live in community; how to determine 
what ultimately matters; how to live the life that God 
wants us to live.  They are remembered because they 
continue to provoke, challenge and inspire.  This Bible 
study will show us how to listen to the parables in a new 
way to capture the enigmatic and provocative messages 
of Jesus.   Over a six week stretch, we will reconsider 
six familiar parables of Jesus.   Join us in Room 117 (off 
the Vestry) on Sunday mornings this fall.  The cost of the 
book is $11.



Environmental Action Sunday
October 7th at noon

Fall Town Meeting has many action items on the agenda.  
Join us for our first Environmental Action Sunday on Octo-
ber 7th to learn more about a proposed resolution to move 
toward 100% renewable energy for Natick.  Though many 
actions have been stalled or reversed on the national and 
state levels, many towns are choosing to act locally.  Renew-
able Natick hopes that our town might be next!
Following worship on October 7th we will be joined by 
members of “Renewable Natick” who will present the reso-
lution that will come before 2018 Fall Town Meeting to em-
power Natick’s Sustainability Coordinator and Sustainability 
Committee to develop plans that would expand energy that 
is locally sourced for our town.  Many other municipalities 
around the commonwealth are moving to be powered by 
100% renewable energy. Renewable Natick wants to add our 
town to the list of those creating a healthy climate for future 
generations and contributing to the resiliency of the local 
economy.
Our Environmental Action Sunday will begin with a light 
luncheon.  Please sign up in the vestry or contact the church 
office (508-653-0971 or admin@firstchurchnatick.org) if 
you are able to participate so that we will have enough food 
for all.

Imagine Our Town
Powered By
Sun & WindRENEWABLE 

NATICK.ORG Let’s do this!

Safe Church
In the wake of recent public news about sexual abuse in vari-
ous church environments, we want to assure everyone that at 
First Church Natick we take our mission of “expressing the 
love and welcome of Christ through word and action in our 
community and the wider world” very seriously.  Every effort 
is made to ensure that all who participate in our church life, 
including children, adults and church workers, will be able to 
live out our mission in an environment that is safe, secure and 
nurturing.  
Our church seeks to be faithful to the biblical mandate to “let 
the children come unto me”, by providing a welcoming space 
that is safe and secure for our children and youth.  We strive 
to create a nurturing environment in which infants, children, 
youth, and adults can learn about, experience, and share God’s 
love with others.  We also recognize that we have a moral re-
sponsibility to provide the highest quality and safest care and 
programming possible in all areas of our ministry programs.
First Church Natick has an open door policy, meaning that all 
rooms are to be visible at all times.  If there is no window in 
the door of a room where children are meeting, the door will 
be left open.  We make every effort to ensure that there are 
two adults in the room for all classes and programs involving 
minors.  No adult will be alone in the church, or at a church 
approved activity with a child that is not his or her own or a 
relative.  Both paid and volunteer youth leaders must provide 
a CORI form, and childcare and classroom volunteers must 
provide a Volunteer Disclosure form before beginning service.  
Our church will promptly respond to all allegations of abuse, 
neglect, sexual harassment or sexual misconduct.  
We welcome your questions, concerns and feedback.  (ad-
min@firstchurchnatick.org or 508-653-0971)

Blessing of the Rainbow 
Chairs!
Our summer “Endow a Chair” project was a 
success!  A number of wonderful contributors 
have made it possible for us to add 7 compos-
ite Adirondack chairs in a variety of rainbow 
colors.  
At the conclusion of worship on September 9th 
the children will lead us outside for a dedication 
of these chairs which in spring through fall will 
proclaim the extravagant welcome of stillspeak-
ing God and the promise that at First Church 
Natick there is always “a place for you!”



Join us as “Lunch Bunch”
begins its 14th season!
Friday, September 21st at 12:30 PM
There will be plenty to catch up on when the “Lunch Bunch-
ers” return to start a new season in September!  
Hope you can join us in the vestry on Friday, September 
21st  at 12:30 PM.  Everybody is always welcome at “Lunch 
Bunch!”  It’s a free-wheeling affair of conversation and 
updates on new arrivals and family events and just catching 
up with friends.  Bring along a brown bag lunch and your 
appetite. We’ll have cold drinks and hot coffee and goodies 
to share!
Looking ahead this fall, we hope to have a few guests from 
our community join us to share some of what is going on 
around town.  But this first fall Lunch Bunch is all about 
what’s been going on with vacation visitors and family news.  
We are expecting some baby and wedding photos may show 
up at the table.  It is always a good time with Deb Evers set-
ting the table!
If you are free at lunchtime, give us a try!  Or if you are 
passing through downtown around noon, just stop in and say 
hello, even if you can’t linger.  It will be great to see you and 
check in on what’s happening with you!   
If you need transportation, just give the office a call (508-
653-0971).  We would be pleased to pick you up!

Coffeehour hosts urgently needed 
for our new season together!
Coffee hour is a wonderful time in the week to connect and it is 
a great way for newcomers to get acquainted with our congre-
gation.  But we can’t make it happen each week without YOU!
All you have to do is roll out the cart full of supplies of non-
perishable snack and gluten-free snacks from the kitchen to 
set-up. The coffee is ready to pour into pitchers.   Juice and 
creamer are in the fridge.  You can leave worship on the last 
hymn and have plenty of time to set things up on the table.  
Of course, you are always welcome to bring special good-
ies to share, but the most important thing you have to share 
is your time and your smile.  Set-up, serve, clean-up and in 
an hour you will be back on the road and made some new 
friends in the process.   
Available upcoming dates include September 23 & 30, Octo-
ber 7, 21 & 28 and all remaining Sundays in 2018.  
You can sign up in one of three ways: 

• During Coffeehour: Look for the familiar signup clip-
board on the coffeehour table. 

• Online at FirstChurchNatick.org.  
• Contact the church office (admin@firstchurchnatick.org; 

508-653-0971).

Blessing of the Animals
Saturday, October 6th at noon

All God’s creatures got a place on our “Front Porch!”
On Saturday, October 6th at noon, don’t miss the feast 
day of the great patron saint of animals, St. Francis of 
Assisi.  Join us as we PAWS on the front steps of the 
church to em-BARK on this celebration!  
We have welcomed all kinds of critters over the years to 
this enthusiastic celebration of the bond between people 
and their pets – hermit crabs and geckos, ferrets and 
guinea pigs, parakeets, pussy-cats and a great variety of 
dogs, stuffed friends and photos of pets who have gone 
on to cross the “rainbow bridge.” 
Bring your beloved pet, stuffed animal, or even a picture 
of a beloved animal for this PURR-fect opportunity to 
give thanks to God for the comfort and joy they give us 
each day.  The brief blessing service will be followed 
by pet treats and cider and donuts, depending on your 
preference!

November 3rd , 7:00 - 10:00 PM
Sheraton Framingham Hotel &

Conference Center
1667 Worcester Rd., Framingham

Join Family Promise Metrowest for an evening of food 
tasting and auction to benefit families who are homeless.

Enjoy delicious small-plate tastings from local restaurants.
Entertainment throughout the evening for your pleasure.

Tickets
Early Bird Tickets September 4 through October 2 - $85

General Admission Tickets October 10 to event date - $100
Reserve a table for 10 for $1,250.

Visit www.501auctions.com/fpm or 
www.familypromisemetrowest for details and tickets.

5th Annual 
“Keep the Promise”



Opioid Crisis Awareness Vigil
From August 24 to Opioid Crisis Awareness Day on August 31st, the lawn around the Front Porch at First Church Natick was 
covered by 1,874 purple flags representing the number of opioid overdose fatalities in Massachusetts in 2017.  In addition, 
five red flag commemorated the 5 people in Natick who died of an opioid overdose.  
The flags make visible just how staggering the number of lives lost to this epidemic was in 2017. Yet there is some cause for  
hope.  2,083 flags were posted the year before but there is still a long way to go
Two groups organized the Natick event – Supporting Outreach and Addiction Recovery (SOAR) and The Journey – Living 
With a Loss. SOAR is a support group for those with a loved one suffering with substance abuse. The Journey provides sup-
port for those who lost children to addiction.  
During worship on August 26th, we gathered by 27 candles on the communion table representing the average number of 
non-fatal overdoses in Natick in recent years. Those candles kept our prayers for recovery for those coping with addiction and 
their families visible during worship.  Three candles by the Christ candle remembered the 3 lives lost to opioid overdose so far 
in 2018. We join their loved ones in working to end this crisis.  It is our prayer that the flags on our lawn will raise awareness 
and reduce the stigma suffered by so many because of this crisis.



Youth programming kicks-off 
September 14th  
First Church Natick offers a rich calendar of youth events 
throughout the year. There are social events for the youth 
once a month ranging from movie nights, to sledding parties, 
to “lock-ins” at the church.  There are numerous outreach 
program opportunities for our youth throughout the year and 
members of the youth groups also participate in worship lead-
ership during Sunday morning worship. 
The Junior Youth Group (grades 7-8) kicks-off on Septem-
ber 14th with our first OWL session and a lock-in at 6:30 PM.
We invite all our 7th and 8th graders to participate in Our 
Whole Lives, or OWL, a program that models caring, compas-
sion, respect and justice and creates an environment that sup-
ports and nurtures sexual health.  The overall goal of the OWL 
sexuality education is to create a positive and comprehensive 
program that helps participants to gain the knowledge, values, 
and skills to lead sexually healthy, responsible lives.  OWL ad-
dresses sensitive topics that recognize and respect the diversity 
of the youth participants in an inclusive and developmentally 
appropriate manner.  The OWL class will meet on the first 
and third Sundays of the month at 5:00-6:30 PM (with a few 
exceptions).  Sarallyn Keller and Jean Sniffin will facilitate the 
OWL sessions again this year.  They are both trained OWL fa-
cilitators who are highly motivated to provide our adolescents 
with current information in a fun and relaxed atmosphere.  
The Junior Youth group will also have opportunities to get 
together for social events.  Keep an eye out for these fun 
activities too!
The Senior Youth Group (grades 9-12) kicks-off on Sep-
tember 23rd from 7:00-8:30 PM.  This group meets once or 
twice a month to spend time in a safe space with their peers 
and leaders where they can form deeper relationships with one 
another; share stresses and challenges of their lives; celebrate 
their victories and milestones; learn to look for God in unex-
pected places; experiment with a relaxed, interactive style of 
worship; grow in faith and leadership; and serve their commu-
nity together.
Contact Sarallyn Keller for more information about our youth 
programs and updated schedules (sarallyn@firstchurchnatick.
org; 508-653-0971 or mobile:508-740-3134).

First Church Natick 
Faith Formation for children
Here at First Church Natick we value each child, with their 
unique view of the world.  Our Faith Formation programs 
hope to provide them with the language to express what they 
already have experienced of the holy in their lives.
Our infants and toddlers through age 3 gather in the Nurs-
ery each week during worship with Kelly Wong and an adult 
volunteer.  Our Nursery staff is ready for children from the 
beginning of worship; you may bring them into the nursery 
at any time.  The nursery has a live video feed of the worship 
service for your convenience, if you prefer to accompany 
your child.  Our youngest children are given the opportunity 
to experience separating from Mom and Dad in a friendly, 
loving, and fun environment.  A child may move out of the 
nursery and into Godly Play whenever you think they might 
be ready to experience a more structured environment.
Children age 3 through Grade 4 join in Godly Play each 
Sunday.  (We have three Godly Play classrooms – Pre-K 
through Kindergarten, Grades 1 & 2, and Grades 3 & 4.)
• Godly Play begins at approximately 10:45 (after the Time 

for Children in the Worship Service).

• Godly Play concludes at 11:45 (Children Pre-K through 
Grade 2 are dismissed to a parent at their classroom 
door).

• Children are greeted at the door by an adult who will help 
them transition into the Godly Play environment.  They 
will enter the space slowly, one at a time, as the other 
leader builds a circle of children.  This is a special place, 
and we respect the holiness of what takes place here.

• Godly Play is more like worship than classroom ~ our 
primary goal is for the children to learn how to recognize 
their relationship with God and provide the language to 
express it.

• Godly Play gives children the opportunity to enter into a 
story, wonder about it and then create meaning for their 
own lives in a creative response.

• Godly Play acknowledges that children are more engaged 
in process than product.  They will not necessarily bring 
home a project that they worked on or be able to tell you 
what they learned because what they learned was how 
to learn about the powerful language of the Christian 
people.

• We welcome adult visitors any time before or after our 
weekly sessions.  Please see Sarallyn Keller if you would 
like to make arrangements to observe a Godly Play class 
in session.  If you feel your child needs your presence 
during Godly Play to get settled, we ask that you sit by 
the door person and not join the circle.  The circle is for 
the children and we want to give them the opportunity to 
experience it for themselves. 



“Radically Rooted”
Rally Day is September 9th 

Join us for Rally Day on September 9th when we welcome 
back old friends and welcome home some new friends.  
Explore new ways that you can come closer to the one 
who gives life meaning and purpose and discover how 
you can make a difference in our neighborhood and towns 
and even in our world. 

 � Registration for programs for Children and Youth at 
10:00 AM in the vestry

 � Worship at 10:30 AM will include:
• 3rd Grade Bible Presentations

• Celebration of the teachers, youth leaders & 
caregivers who make God’s story come alive for 
our children & youth!

• Blessing of the backpacks: kids are encouraged 
to bring their backpacks to worship for the tradi-
tional  “Blessing of the Backpacks.”  We’ll have a 
special gift for them to clip on their backpacks

• Worship will conclude outside with a blessing of 
our new rainbow chiars. 

Children ages 3 to grade 4 will join us in worship for these 
celebrations before leaving for a special Rally Day program 
in the vestry
After Worship you are invited to explore a Godly Play 
classroom and then join everyone for the Welcome Home 
Rally Day Coffee Hour!
Godly Play for ages 3 to grade 4 and Connect for Grades 
5 and 6 will start up the following week, September 16th 
at around 10:45 AM after the Time for Children in the 
worship service.

• Parents may retrieve their children at 11:45 from their 
classroom.

Children in Grades 3 & 4 graduate to “Side-by-Side”, a 
more mature version of Godly Play.

• The children still gather in their Godly Play worship cen-
ter each week.  The classroom looks just like the Godly 
Play classrooms that they are used to and there are still 
two adults – one at the door and one leading the circle.  

• They will hear two lessons “side-by-side” to see if any-
thing new comes to light when viewed from the perspec-
tive of another story.  This may be an Old Testament 
lesson next to a Parable of Jesus or a lesson about Daniel 
told next to the modern story of Ruby Bridges.   

• We also begin to introduce faith practices like prayer and 
meditation, to broaden the children’s understanding of 
how to process the sacred in our everyday life.  

• There will also be intermittent opportunities to participate 
in a service project together, building a sense of purpose 
and service to a wider community, as well as to build 
upon the children’s pre-existing sense of justice.  

Children in Grades 5 & 6 use a curriculum called Connect.  
• This curriculum takes the stories that the children already 

know from Godly Play and show how they are connected 
to other stories and themes in the Bible.  Many of our 
“tweens” have been with us since preschool and know the 
core stories really well.  You know the ones... Creation, 
Noah, Abram & Sarai, the exile of the Israelites, Joseph, 
David, the building and destruction of the temple… as 
well as the stories from the New Testament about Jesus’ 
ministry. 

• The Connect model will show how the arc of the Biblical 
story connects from Old to New Testament and also to 
the 21st century and our lives.  

Contact Sarallyn Keller if you are interested in getting in-
volved as an adult volunteer in our Faith Formation Ministry!  
Free training available.



Nine reasons why you should 
vote (and tell other people to 
vote too)
by Katie Adams, Domestic Policy Advocate for the United 
Church of Christ.

We are confronted with injustice 
every day and sometimes the prob-
lems of our world seem too big to 
confront.  But our faith is infused 
with hope and built on a foundation 
of action.  While it is tempting to 
disengage from the political process, 
as people dedicated to creating a just 

world for all we know that we cannot. One of the best ways 
we can work for change is by voting.  Not convinced?  Here 
are nine reasons that you should vote (and tell your friends to 
vote too): 
1. Your voice may be missing - Nonprofit VOTE and the 

U.S. Elections Project calculated that in 2016 only 60 
percent of eligible voter actually cast their votes – that 
means 40 percent of the electorate stayed home. Those 
who cast the votes elect our representatives.

2. Your vote could tip the balance - Some elections come 
down to the wire. Each vote is vital.

3. There’s more at stake than you might think - Voting 
doesn’t just effect who gets elected; there are often bal-
lot measures in local and state elections on everything 
from funding for schools to changing local ordinances. 
Voting helps you participate and have a voice in what’s 
happening at every level of government that affects you.

4. It’s fun – Going to the polls is a great way to get to 
know your neighbors.

5. Cold, hard cash - Congress holds the purse strings on 
the U.S. budget and determines how our taxes are allo-
cated. It’s your money, you should have a say in how it’s 
being spent. This applies at the state and local level too.

6. Bragging rights – Think of the Insta-cred you’ll get 
when you share your “I Voted” stickers. #doitforthegram

7. People fought and died so you could cast your ballot 
- For many groups of people, the right to vote was hard 
fought. Less than 100 years ago women couldn’t vote 
and while the 15th Amendment, which was passed after 
the civil war granted the right to vote for citizens regard-
less of race, it wasn’t until the Voting Rights Act of 1965 
that many African Americans were able to vote. Today 
we still see voter suppression in many states, which 
makes it harder to vote or register to vote.

8. You can shape the policy debate - An active and en-
gaged electorate requires our government to pay atten-

tion to us. It often feels like one vote is meaningless, 
but all of those drops in the bucket add up to something 
remarkable. Is there an issue you care about A LOT? 
Do you work in a soup kitchen or food pantry? Have 
you been involved in the immigration debate? Is your 
heart breaking over families separated at the border? 
It is your vote that determines who will respond to the 
challenges that our country faces.

9. Our faith calls us into the world to be salt and light 
– Voting is an important part of our civic lives, but also 
our faith lives. By voting we can proclaim the values 
we hold as part of our faith, those uplifting the dignity 
and humanity of each person, love of our neighbor, and 
love of God.

Engaging with the electoral process and voting is an impor-
tant part of living into our call to love our neighbor. Please 
join in this important work to create a just world for all and 
to make sure that everyone’s voice is heard.

Hayes Parlor Monthly Bible Study 
September 6th @ 2:00 PM 
We will move from our old home at Riverbend Rehab to a 
new location this fall for our monthly Bible Study.  Hope you 
can join us on our second floor in the Hayes Parlor.  It will 
be the same great company and good coffee and fascinating 
dives into the world of the Bible.
We sometimes assume that the good old days were far sim-
pler and calmer than our own, but we need to go no further 
than the Bible to discover that as they say, “the more people 
change, the more they remain the same.”  
We are just beginning a new Bible study in the Stillspeaking 
series.  This time the topic is I Corinthians, a letter that Paul 
wrote to the young church in Corinth about 20 years after the 
death and resurrection of Jesus.   In his letter we encounter 
factions and conflict and examples of the many ways that a 
congregation’s vitality can be undermined from within.  Paul 
grounds his response in the gospel.  He doesn’t appeal to the 
people to be nicer or more tolerant.  His argument is based 
on what God has done in Jesus Christ.  He challenges those 
who claim superior faith or knowledge and reminds us that 
we all stand in need of grace.  Join us to take a look back and 
see how much seems familiar, even though 2000 years have 
gone by.  
Cost of the book is $5.  No preparation is required.  Since 
we are just starting a new study, you will be right in time to 
begin at the beginning, but newcomers are always welcome 
as we progress through the year.  We have a knack for getting 
everyone caught up and a part of the conversation.   
Just let Vicky or the church office know if you need a ride 
(pastor@firstchurchnatick.org or 508-653-0971). We are glad 
to pick you up with a little notice!



A New Season of Pub Theology
Wednesday, September 26th @ 7:30 PM
Join us at the Morse Tavern for the next “Pub Theology.”  The format is 
simple – beer or non-alcoholic beverages, some munchies, a great group of 
interesting people and the spotlight is on God.  Everything is up for discus-
sion!  Pub Theology is an excellent evening out. 
This month we’ll be discussing Ballot Question #3 in preparation of the 
upcoming election in November.  We’ll look at the values we hold dear and 
why they should be extended to our transgender family, friends and chil-
dren.
If you are planning on joining the conversation, please give the church office 
a call (508-653-0971 or admin@firstchurchnatick.org) or sign up in the vestry 
during coffeehour so that we can reserve a place at the table for you.  We 
would also love suggestions for upcoming gatherings.  What are your burning 
issues?  Just note them on the sign-up board for our next gathering in October. 
Hope to see you as we kick-off our new season!

A new twist in the fire drill & photo! 
Sunday, September 23rd, following worship
Our fire drill is not just for kids any more!  We will hold our annual fire drill 
on September 23rd at the end of worship to allow everyone to be familiar 
with our safety procedures in the event that we need to leave the building in 
an emergency.
In the event of an emergency evacuation:
• Walk immediately through the closest available exit. Remember that the 

closest exit may be behind you.  Check the hallway/door for safety before 
opening or entering.

• Assist those with mobility issues to the top of the landing at the closest 
exit.  Exit and immediately notify emergency personnel of the location of 
those needing assistance.  Do not remain with the individual.

• Worship leaders and the choir will assist childcare leaders with the evacua-
tion of the nursery.

• After exiting, move quickly away from the building. Use caution crossing 
sidewalks and street.  Emergency vehicles will be entering the parking lot.

• Rendezvous points for the church school will be either the Peace Pole or the 
Middlesex Bank drive-through depending on conditions.  When it is safe to 
do so, the children will be escorted to the main entry of the Morse Institute 
Library, where further information or instructions will be available.

Our classroom leaders have been trained on options for pre-assigned routes 
to follow to rendezvous points by the peace pole or under the Middlesex 
Drive through.  But on September 23rd we are also asking the congrega-
tion to evacuate the sanctuary so that we can better evaluate our evacuation 
procedures.  We will gather on the front lawn and Front Porch so that we can 
use this opportunity to take an all-Church photo!  
In the event of inclement weather, the fire drill will be postponed to a later date.
In the event of an actual emergency, the congregation would receive instruc-
tions from the Worship Team.  After it is safe to move the children across the 
street, our ultimate rendezvous point will be in front of the Morse Institute 
Library next door.
 

Environmental Action 
Updates
Thanks to all of you who responded with 
phone calls or emails or postcards this spring 
and summer to urge our Massachusetts 
representatives to move forward on legisla-
tion promoting a clean energy future.  We 
have reason to be proud that our State Senate 
was the first legislative body in the country 
to adopt a carbon pricing law, but the overall 
results of this session were not encouraging.
350.org Mass shares this sobering report of 
the session.  “In the face of extreme heat, 
record-breaking wildfires, superstorms, 
and sea level rise that threatens our coastal 
communities, the Massachusetts legislature 
is responding not with a roar, but with a 
whimper.  The Senate deserves tremendous 
credit for passing a thoughtful response that 
(among other things) tripled the rate of in-
crease of renewable energy so that it would 
displace fossil fuels in our electricity sector 
by the late 2040s.  But the House offered a 
handful of small measures and a temporary 
doubling of renewable energy growth that 
would see us phase out fossil fuels used in 
generating electricity by 2095 (the current 
law would do so by 2105).”  The Senate 
chose to accept this small step forward in 
order to make some progress toward a clean 
energy future before the session concluded.
Sadly, nothing passed on proposed environ-
mental justice provisions or on the issues of 
lifting caps that limit the expansion of solar 
or remedying inequities between amounts 
paid for solar to those with big roofs as op-
posed to those living in low income com-
munities and those who rely on community 
solar installations.  But your voice mattered.  
Without your advocacy even these small 
steps might not have been realized. 
We will be back again in 2019!



Time to restock the shelves at 
the Natick Food Pantry
With so many folks going in so many different directions, 
the pantry shelves can get pretty empty over the summer.  
Can you pick up a couple of items when you shop that you 
could donate and get the pantry back in shape for the com-
ing season?  Fall is a hard time on family budgets with all of 
the back to school needs.  A box of cereal or a jar of peanut 
butter can do a lot to send children off in the morning ready 
to learn!
You can look for our Pantry Baskets every Sunday or any 
time you pass through the building – under the table in the 
elevator lobby on the ground floor or right at the top of the 
stairs as you enter the sanctuary from East Central Street.
The Food Pantry welcomes all your donations, but particu-
larly needed this season are: 

• Healthy cereals
• Meals in a box (Hamburger Helper, Rice-a-Roni, etc.)
• Juices (not apple)
• Soups (chicken noodle, clam chowder, any Progresso 

brand soup)
• Personal care items (shampoo, creams, soap, toothpaste, 

•toothbrushes, floss, etc.)
• Baby items ( baby wipes, diapers, etc.)
• Coffee/tea 
• Children’s snacks (individual size)
• Household items (cleaning supplies, toilet paper, tissues, 

paper towels, etc.)
• Blue Natick trash bags

For more information on the Natick Service Council and 
the needs it serves, visit NatickServiceCouncil.org.

Super Saturday 
October 20th, 8 AM to 3:45 PM
@ Keefe Regional Technical High School
750 Winter Street, Framingham
Each spring and fall, the Tri-Conference holds a Super 
Saturday event – a full-day of skill building, networking 
and discussing best practices. Each event offers numerous 
workshops, a keynote address, worship, a marketplace of 
vendors and ideas and an opportunity for church leaders, 
both clergy and lay, to network with one another. 
On October 20th, join hundreds of pastors and lay leaders 
from across the Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhode 
Island Conferences of the United Church of Christ for wor-
ship, workshops, forums, networking and a marketplace.  
The keynote presentation will feature Dr. Dave Csinos 
around intergenerational faith formation.
Over fifty workshops are being offered related to vari-
ous aspects of church life, mission and ministries — from 
climate change to white privilege, racial justice, considering 
civil disobedience, prayer and spirituality, capital cam-
paigns, mental health ministries, church leadership training 
and innovative approaches to worship and education.
A vibrant marketplace will give participants a chance to 
learn about a variety of ministry opportunities and to shop 
their favorite vendors.
The cost is $54 per person or $44 per person in church 
groups of five or more who register at the same time.  The 
registration deadline is October 6th.  Let us know if you are 
able to attend to take advantage of the reduced rate.  Con-
tact the church office (508-653-0971 or admin@firstchurch-
natick.org).

How does your garden grow?
First Church Natick has a new raised bed garden on the west side of the church along Main Street thanks to expert 
construction help from the West Virginia WorkCamp Group.  It has been an experiment to see what would grow well in 
that spot.  We have enjoyed a great variety of vegetables all summer long – tomatoes, green peppers, zucchini, eggplant, 
cucumbers, basil as well as other herbs.  We are doing our best to remain true to our call to be good stewards of the earth 
- the garden has been fed with organic fertilizer and watered primarily from the rain barrel!  



Our Ham and Bean Supper has become a tradition here 
at First Church. We can’t resist putting a modern spin 
on the traditional New England Ham & Bean Supper 
of old.  Chef Bob Seiche mined his family archives for 
time-tested recipes for three kinds of baked beans and 
the famous New England brown bread cooked in cans.  
They are delicious – can’t you see the butter melting 
on the brown bread right now?  And the dinner is 
definitely family friendly with kid-safe mac and cheese 
- just in case your younger set is the suspicious sort 
when it comes to trying new food.
And what better way to top off a delicious meal than 
with our very own trivia meister, Lane McDonough, 
leading us in an excellent trivia challenge!  Hope you 
can join us for a fun night.  No big agenda - just a good 
time with old friends and with new.  We will pass the 
hat to cover expenses.  Sign-up on Sunday or contact 
the church office to make your reservation (admin@
FirstChurchNatick.org or 508-653-0971).

New England Supper 
& Trivia Challenge

Saturday, October 13th @ 6:00 PM

Fall Environmental Programs @ 
Natick Community-Senior Center
Keep Natick Beautiful
Tuesday, September 18, 2:30 pm, free
Pat Conaway and Sally Hopkins host an information session 
on this volunteer group which organizes neighborhood, park, 
and roadside clean-ups and maintains recycle bins through-
out the town which all helps in keeping Natick a beautiful 
town. Please come and talk with us!  
Natick Schools & their Green Mission
Tuesday, September 25, 3-4:30 pm free
Susan Haverstick, NHS Environmental Science teacher will 
share examples of her ‘Green Engineering’ course and show 
and tell about how students nurture and keep bees at Sassa-
mon Trace Golf Course. 
Electricity Suppliers & Natick Aggregation
Wednesday, September 26, 1pm, free
Do you get regular calls from companies trying to sell you 
electricity? Have you heard about the Town’s electricity ag-
gregation and the rate they negotiated with a community-wide 
supplier? Come listen to a brief presentation on electricity 
supply and your options in Natick from the Town’s Sustain-
ability Coordinator, Jillian Wilson-Martin. Q & A after. 
NHS Earth Club
Thursday, September 27, 3-4pm, free
Join Doug Milch and Irene Carrick, Natick High School 
Earth Club Advisors and students talk about past projects and 
what they’ll be doing this coming year.
Renewble Natick
Tuesday, October 9, 2pm, free
Learn more about the benefits of moving to 100 percent re-
newable energy and our plans to make this happen in Natick.  
You can also visit our website at www.renewablenatick.org. 
A Farmer’s Tour of the October Harvest
Wednesday, October 10, 2pm, free
Join Natick Community Organic Farm Administrator Trish 
Wesley Umbrell for an up-close-and-personal look at all the 
great produce and flowers NCOF is harvesting from its gar-
dens. We’ll talk recipes, provide storage tips, and even teach 
you about what you can be planting this time of year. Farm 
Administrator Trish Wesley Umbrell is an author, photogra-
pher, lecturer, and avid home cook.
Going Solar for Your Home: How to Get It, Price It, 
Reap Benefits!
Tuesday, October 16, 2-3:30pm, free
Join Craig Forman, a board member of Green Newton and 
chairperson of Newton Goes Solar who has taught Going 
Solar at Newton Community Ed and at Cambridge Center 
for Adult Ed. He will talk about his experiences with his own 
solar electric installation, what to look for in adding a rooftop 
solar installation and how state and federal financial incen-
tives can help pay for your system.

Recycling Do’s and Don’ts
Tuesday, October 23, 2pm, free
As the NYT recently reported (5.29.18), “We have all done 
it: a greasy pizza box, a disposable coffee cup, the odd plas-
tic bag. Sometimes, we want things to be recyclable, so we 
put them in the recycling bin. Waste managers often call this 
wishful or aspirational recycling. But, unfortunately, putting 
these objects in with the rest of the recycling can do more 
harm than good.”   Join Natick Sustainability Officer, Jillian 
Wilson-Martin to check-in with your home recycling. 
Getting to Know Electric Vehicles- All Electric Vehicles and 
Plug-In Hybrids
Tuesday, October 30, 2pm, free
Come and hear an overview of how electric vehicles and 
plug-in hybrids work; what features they offer and popular 
brands cost comparison; learn about State and Federal incen-
tives to lower costs and take ride or drive the COA Electric 
Vehicle and practice plugging it in yourself. Warning- You’ll 
come away wanting one. 



A great opportunity for Natick 
middle & high school families 
this fall!
METCO – the Metropolitan Council for Educational Oppor-
tunities – has promoted diversity and enhanced educational 
opportunities for Boston and Springfield students since the 
1960’s.  Natick METCO’s inaugural class enrolled in 1968 
with 20 students.  Today over 50 students are attending 
Natick’s middle and high schools. The mission of the Friends 
of Natick METCO is to build community between Natick and 
Boston families to ensure the social, emotional and academic 
wellbeing of our students.
Would you be willing to volunteer to be a METCO Family 
Friend?  Families in Boston and Natick have the opportunity 
to work together to build relationships, where the spirit is 
one of cooperating and sharing rather than of guest and host.  
By volunteering to be a METCO Family Friend, the Natick 
family helps to communicate information regarding school 
programs and schedules and is a familiar contact at school 
meetings and social events during the transition to a new 
community for a Boston family.  Boston families not only 
provide the Natick family with a new link to the city, but also 
offer a diverse set of cultural and life experiences to share.  
Relationships between families usually develop slowly, and 
the type and intensity of them varies from family to family.  
Some families plan joint outings, have students sleep over 
regularly in Boston and Natick, or get involved in sports 
teams or activities together.  Other METCO Family Friends 
simply serve as an emergency contact and see each other 
occasionally at school or METCO sponsored events.  It is 
particularly important that students from both communities 
understand that as cooperating partners they will be taking on 
an obligation of friendliness and helpfulness, but not of man-
dated friendship.  Hopefully, friendship develops and cultural 
sensitivity is heightened, but each relationship will be unique.
If you are interested in exploring the possibility of becoming a 
METCO Family Friend, contact Rasheedah Clayton, METCO 
Director, Natick Public Schools: 774-721-5989 or rclayton@
natickps.org.  Or check METCO out on social media: Twit-
ter@NatickMETCO or Natick METCO on Facebook.

Library News!
We have added a few new books to the church library in the 
vestry this summer!  Check out these new titles:

Braiding Sweetgrass; Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowl-
edge and the Teaching of Plants by Robin Wall Kimmerer
As a botanist, Robin Wall Kimmerer has been trained to ask 
questions of nature with the tools of science. As a member 
of the Citizen Potawatomi Nation, she embraces the notion 
that plants and animals are our oldest teachers. In Braiding 
Sweetgrass, Kimmerer brings these two lenses of knowledge 
together to take us on “a journey that is every bit as mythic 
as it is scientific, as sacred as it is historical, as clever as it is 
wise” (Elizabeth Gilbert).
Blessed are the Crazy: Breaking the Silence about Mental 
Health, Family and Church by Sarah Griffith Lund
Sarah Lund offers a beautiful and brutally honest account 
of mental illness in her family and its impact on her minis-
try. There is neither romanticism nor hopelessness in these 
pages. Rather she shares a story that is both introspective and 
prophetic and invites us all to share in this lifelong struggle 
between shadow and light.
The Lifesaving Church: Faith Communities and Suicide 
Prevention by Rachael A Keefe
The Lifesaving Church is an unflinchingly faith-filled re-
source for Christians helping people who are facing mental 
illness and considering suicide.... What the book does best is 
equip ministers and congregants to care for others eand also 
transform their communities into safe places that ensure the 
thriving of each and every person. 
The beginning of fall is a great time to check around your 
house and see if there are some books borrowed from the 
church library that need to be returned so that others can en-
joy our collection.  If you have not had the change to browse 
our library, take a moment during coffee hour some Sunday.  
Our selection of multi-cultural books and resources on immi-
gration, mental health, ONA and environmental issues are all 
worth investigating.  Please sign out your choices and remem-
ber to return them to the basket in 3 weeks!



Renewable Natick has a vision!
Renewable Natick has been busy this summer and we would 
love to get you in the picture!

Renewable Natick is a team of local volunteers working to get 
the energy to power our homes, businesses, schools, and com-
munity from renewable sources rather than fossil fuels that con-
tribute to climate change.  Renewable Natick has a vision of:

• Natick powered by 100% renewable energy, rather than 
fossil fuels that contribute to climate change.

• Energy that is locally sourced and produced, contributing 
to the resiliency of our local economy.

• A healthy climate for future generations of human and 
non-human life on planet Earth, our common home. 

The goal is to make this vision official and actionable by own 
town government through a Resolution at the Fall 2018 Town 
Meeting which would empower our Sustainability Coordinator 
and Sustainability Committee to outline and advance ambi-
tious plans for renewable energy. This resolution would bring 
Natick one step closer to joining the many towns in Massachu-
setts that are leading this move.
Plan to join Renewable Natick for an informational Open 
House on September 23rd from 3 to 5 PM at 4 Townsend 
Circle in Natick to give your feedback on the draft Resolution 
for Town Meeting 2018 and learn more about the possibilities 
for achieving sustainable electricity, transportation, and heat-
ing/cooling. Or join them for the next meeting of Renewable 
Natick on September 9th from 2:30 to 4 PM at Common Street 
Spiritual Center directly across from First Church Natick on 
the Natick Common.
You can also read the draft resolution here http://renewable-
natick.org/draft-resolution/ as well as some FAQ’s at http://
renewablenatick.org/faq/.  
Consider adding your name to the petition asking the Town of 
Natick to reduce our community’s energy use and transition to 
renewable energy, at http://renewablenatick.org/i-support-re-
newable-natick/.  We also have lists of town meeting represen-
tatives available in the church office and at coffee hour if you 
could take a few minutes and drop a note to the representatives 
for your precinct urging them to support this resolution at Fall 
Town Meeting.  

Thank You!
 

An enormous thanks goes to our summer crew of Sum-
mer Godly Play leaders and childcare providers who 
made God’s story come alive for our smallest members! 

 Jayme Bastiansen Rick Dubois
 Amy Foley  Gretchen Dubois
 Debbie Knapik  Sue Mascioli
 Bob Seiche  Pam Lathwood
 Kelly McCormack Jan Abrahamsen
 Matt McCormack Michelle Brewer
 Beth McElaney  Rhonda Mulloy
 Alyssa Springer  Robin Clausen
 Kelly Wong  Catherine Utley
 Mikal Rosehdahl  Maura Shaughnessy
 Suzanne Griffin  Heather Sanborn

 Michelle Mattera 

Natick Service Council’s 
Annual “Fall for Natick” event
Friday, October 19th, 7:00 - 10:00 PM @ 
Walnut Hill, Delbridge Center for the Arts, 
12 Highland Street, Natick 

Please join the Natick Service Council on Friday, October 
19th at Walnut Hill’s newest building, the Delbridge Family 
Center for the Arts!  The evening will be full of seasonal 
food, fun and fantastic auction items to benefit the Natick 
Service Council and celebrate Natick! 
Stay tuned for ticket information!
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No finer day for our “Front Porch” than Natick Day
Saturday, September 8th, 10 AM to 3 PM 

Our “Front Porch” is right in the center of all the action when downtown Natick becomes the venue for Natick Day 2018.  
From Main Street to the Fire Station, it’s one big party.  Once again, First Church Natick will enliven the annual Natick Day 
celebration by awarding opportunities to ring our 2,531-pound steeple bell.  We’ll feature our traditional ball toss game as 
our activity on the Common, which features an opportunity to ring the our steeple bell for the lucky winners as soon as the 
festivities on the Common begin at 10 AM.  
From 11 AM - 1:00 PM, we will welcome some adorable and cuddly critters from Animal Craze for our annual Noah’s Ark 
petting zoo.   Many baby animals will be available for kids to feed, cuddle and pet. 
Come and help us get that old (1876!) bell a’ ringing!  It’s a great opportunity to introduce First Church Natick to your 
friends and neighbors!


