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The last month has been full of poignant moments for me.  Why is it that there are days 
that seem more important than others? Why do we prescribe more weight to firsts and 
lasts than every other day?  We tend to retain lasting memories from the first time we 

attempt something like our first roller coaster ride, or when we anticipate that an event will 
be our last  - the last time we walk down the halls of our high school before graduation feels 
much more momentous than walking between classes.  This year has been full of ‘lasts’ as we 
prepared to say goodbye to our beloved pastor.  Vicky’s last Easter, her last Good Word, her final 
communion with us… I could go on and on.  Those moments just seem more important than 
others that went before.  We are celebrating the many wonderful things that were accomplished 
under her leadership and the amazing things that she taught us.  It seems jolting to look forward 
to the future and for many of you, it may seem too soon – she’s not even gone yet.  But we are a 
Covenant People and with the promises of God and Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit, we 
will continue to grow and thrive in this community even after Vicky retires.
 

I have been reminded over and over in the last few months that God’s idea of time does 
not always align with my idea of time.  If I had had anything to do with the timeline of our 
succession plan, we would have had an interim candidate chosen before the summer, with a clear 
understanding of their timeline and plenty of time to get used to the idea of this new person in 
the role of our pastor.  God had other plans for us.  Our Interim search has been more challenging 
than any of us expected and although we have had some good interviews and we are in 
conversation with a candidate who is very interested in the position, the search team realized that 
we needed to look for a “Plan B” – someone who could “bridge” the gap between Vicky and our 
future Interim.  Sometimes very good things come to those who are patient and wait – the Search 
team is pleased to announce that we have called The Reverend Elaine Gaetani to be our Bridge 
Minister for January and February 2020, as we continue to search for the right Interim Candidate 
to take us through the discernment process that is required to find the best Settled Pastor for the 
future of First Church Natick.
 

Advent is a time of anticipation and waiting – and so this is an appropriate season for the tran-
sition between what has gone before and what will come to be.  We will spend the weeks of 
December anticipating what God has in store for our church community.  We will have plenty 
of direction during that time as we bring in familiar faces from our past to fill the pulpit during 
Advent.  Audra Mackey, Tiffany Spigarolo, John Lilly, and John Weagraff will be our guest 
preachers during Advent, and we anticipate a memorable, joy-filled message each Sunday from 
these familiar friends.
Elaine Gaetani will also be available for emergency Pastoral Care in December before she 
formally begins as our Bridge Minister on January 2nd.  Elaine is excited to support us through 
the next few months towards an incredible future.  When I read Elaine’s profile, it almost seemed 
like I was reading our church profile.  Elaine shared some of her passions – “sharing God’s love 
and joy with others; seeking the face of God in others; stewardship of the planet; helping to co-
create a more just, healthy, loving and compassionate world where love is the central motivation 
for all that we do.”  That sounds strikingly like our church mission doesn’t it? As much as I am 
dreading saying goodbye to Vicky, I am looking forward to where the Holy Spirit will lead us 
in 2020.  And I know in my heart that Elaine is part of that plan and whoever emerges as the 
candidate we call to be our interim will be part of that plan.  Good things come to those who wait 
and who put the plan in God’s hands. 

 ~ Sarallyn



During worship on 
October 27, we celebrated 
with Meghan Bard and 
Robert Dunleavy and their 
families and friends as 
their daughter Brooklyn 
Elizabeth Dunleavy began 
her journey in faith in the 

sacrament of baptism.   Brooklyn’s godparents were Sarah 
Brodie and Zachary Simmons.  And her big brother is 
Julian kept a close eye on the proceedings!

We celebrate the great news from 
Doug and Sara Hanna that their son, 
Chris and Ana Bealo have announced 
their engagement.  You will be able 
to congratulate them in person on 
Christmas Eve when they will be 
lighting the Christ candle and the 
four candles of Advent in worship 
that evening.

We hold in our hearts and 
prayers Lori Hannon and her 
family.  Her sister, Kimberly 
Hannon died on, October 25 at 
Saint Vincent Medical Center 
as a result of injuries sustained 
in an automobile accident.  
Kimberly was a person of great 
faith who worked as a music director for many churches 
in Massachusetts and Rhode Island in addition to her own 
business teaching private piano lessons, and teaching 
music lessons at the Whitinsville Christian School. She 
also composed music. Kimberly was very active; she 
enjoyed yoga, hiking, and spending time at the beach.  
Family and friends gathered to remember and celebrate her 
life on November 2.

On Sunday, November 10th 
just before worship was about 
to begin, we received news that 
the life of Neill Osgood was 
coming to a close.  He died at 
Framingham Union Hospital on 
Sunday morning after being taken 
there by ambulance during the 

night.  Neill not only knew every nook and cranny of this 
church.  Somewhere in his collection of treasures at home 
he had a solution for whatever needed repair.  He never 
stopped making things better for those he cared about and 
we are so blessed that he cared so very much about our 
church and its people over so many decades.  Neill joined 
this congregation on April 3, 1969.  Family and friends 
gathered to remember and celebrate his amazing 91 years 
on November 21st.

Tree of Life
Our prayers surround Scott Russell and his family in this 
time of loss and remembrance.  Scott’s mother Marlene 
passed away on October 20 at Sunrise Care Facility in 
Chantilly, VA with her husband, David by her side. She 
was 80 years old and had suffered from Parkinson’s 
Disease for the past 10 years. Marlene was cremated and 
a memorial service was held at the Sunrise Facility on 
November 12.

Congratulations 
to Tim Porter 
whose screenplay, 
“Revolution,” was 
chosen as a semi-
finalist in the “Big 
Apple Film Festival 
and Screenplay 
Competition 2019” 
and was a finalist 
in the “Shawna Shea Memorial Film Festival 2019”!!  
Intended as four to six season series, Revolution explores 
an alternate history by reimagining of the events leading up 
to and including the American Revolution, where women 
and people of color force the nation’s founders to confront 
slavery and deliver life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness 
to all.  Their actions shaped events across two continents as 
the great colonial powers of the day embarked on a ruthless 
world war. Revolution is a story that changes everything. 

During worship on October 20, 
the very elegant Rachel Joan 
Brewer began her journey in faith 
in the sacrament of baptism with 
all of her church school friends 
and her big sister, Abby helping to 
get ready.  Rachel is the daughter 
of Randy and Michelle Brewer  
Rachel’s godparents were Jared 
and Christine Brewer.

During worship on November 24, we lighted candle of 
blessing and farewell for our good friends, Barb Bertram 
and Scott Russell. November 24 which was their final 
Sunday in Natick before their move to their new home in 
Vermont.  We hope when they kindle it again, they will feel 
our love and best wishes shining bright as they begin their 
new adventure.  Their new address is 185 Spruce St, Apt 1, 
Manchester Center, VT 05255.



New Members!
During worship on November 17th we had the privilege 
once more of welcoming new members to our fellowship. 
Please welcome, Heather Seiche and Jessica Treadwell and 
Jeffrey Dounton!

News from the
Interim Search Team

The Reverend Elaine S. Gaetani 
comes to us with great joy to serve 
as our new Bridge Minister at FCC 
starting on January 2nd!  She and 
her partner Steve have lived in 
nearby Norfolk, MA for the past 
thirty three years where they raised 
their three now adult children.  All 

three children are married and live in the Boston area.  
They have gifted Elaine & Steve with five wonderful 
grandchildren that she is more than happy to tell you all 
about!  
This past year she completed what was a beloved 
thirteen year ministry at the Congregational Church of 
Westborough, UCC, Westborough MA in January 2019.   
She served as their Pastor of Spiritual Development and 
Associate Minister.   She especially loves serving God 
through preaching, social justice, contemplative prayer 
and small group ministries.
 

Upon completion of that parish ministry, Rev. Elaine took 
a three month sabbatical to help with a new grandson.  She 
has since served as a Sabbatical Bridge Minister for The 
Original Congregational Church of Wrentham, UCC.   She 
is also currently serving her second term as the Moderator 
for The Central Association of the MACUCC, a ministry 
that she has deeply enjoyed and will miss when her term 
ends in June 2020.
When she is not reading, practicing yoga,  meditating 
or serving a church, you may just find her sitting on the 
floor playing blissfully with one of her grandchildren!  
She is very excited to be with us and looks forward to 
ministering side by side with the FCC!  

The promise of God’s presence and restoration is not 
just for humanity but for all creation. Keep company 
with the stars and planets, cattle and sheep with this 
new resources for the Advent 2019 season. From the 

writers of the popular online Daily Devotional, A New 
Earth includes a biblical text, reflection, and prayer 

for each day. New for 2019: this popular resource now 
includes daily readings through Epiphany.  Copies will 
be available during coffeehour in December.  Suggested 
donation $3. If you are interested in subscribing to the 

Daily Devotional year round, visit: www.ucc.org/daily_
devotional to sign up to enjoy these free wonderful 

reflections that connect our sacred story with the ups 
and downs of our own lives.  It is a great way to begin 

the day!

Advent Devotional Booklet

Celebration of Vicky’s Ministry
We have so much to be grateful for as we mark the occasion 
of Vicky’s retirement. Many people have asked if there is a 

way to express their gratitude to our beloved pastor.

Please consider writing a note or card and either bring 
it to church or mail or email your thoughts to admin@

firstchurchnatick.org.  These notes will be compiled in a 
scrapbook for Vicky in the coming days.

Secondly, you may make a donation to the Pastor Vicky 
Retirement gift fund by check, made out to FCC with a note 
on the memo line. These may be mailed to the church office.  

 
On behalf of the Ministry Celebration team, please accept 

our appreciation for your generous support.



Casting Call for the 2019 
Christmas Pageant!
 

We are looking for a few good 
who’s!  Will you be a part of our 
Christmas Pageant this year?  
Our 2019 Christmas Pageant will 
be an adaptation of How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas.  We want as many 
young people to participate as 
possible – as well as some adults 
who can help with the set and 
costumes.  It’s a fairly simple design 

for both and it should be great fun for everyone – cast, crew 
and audience alike.

This pageant will be presented on December 15th during 
the worship service with minimal rehearsals (December 14, 
10am-12pm). There are only a few lines to learn!  
We also need props!  Check out your dress-up bins and 
contact Sarallyn if you can loan any of these items:
     • ‘Ugly’ Christmas sweaters (adult or children sizes fine)
     • Santa or elf hats
     • Wrapped “presents”
     • Large stuffed dog

Christmas Poinsettias
Place your order after worship on
December 8th or 15th 

Help decorate the sanctuary for the holiday season! Order 
a poinsettia to remember a loved one or to celebrate a 
blessing! Your gift will do more than add to the beauty 
of our sanctuary at Christmas. Following worship on 
December 22nd, poinsettias will be taken to those in our 
church family who are not able to be with us for worship.

Look for Flower Ministry volunteers in the narthex as you 
leave worship on December 8th or 15th and give them the 
message of dedication or celebration that you wish to have 
printed in the order of worship. The cost is whatever you 
can contribute

Get in the Picture in 2019! 
Sign up to help us turn back the clock!

On Sunday evenings, December 8th and 15th, we are 
looking for people who can dress up in Victorian apparel 
and join us in a candlelit sanctuary, to set the stage for 
our Natick neighbors and enjoy 45 minutes of favorite 
music and Christmas readings.  Singing is optional!  No 
lines to learn, minimal rehearsal on a Sunday morning 
in December after worship and the Welcome Team 
is pleased to help you out with costuming ideas and 
apparel!  It really is great fun and an excellent way to 
savor the Christmas season.  Sign up during coffeehour
or contact the church office for more information at 
(508-653-0971 or admin@firstchurchnatick.org

Gun Violence Prevention Vigil
and Community Forum:
A Vigil to Remember El Paso and Dayton
December 18th at 7 PM on the Front Porch

Followed by a forum on the impact of gun with State 
Representative David Linsky, and representatives from 
Moms Demand Action.
Each December we remember those lives lost to gun 
violence in our country and call for common sense gun 
legislation to reduce the harm to our communities and to 
reverse the growing gun violence epidemic in this country.  
On December 18 at 7:00 PM, join us on the Front Porch 
for a candlelight vigil in honor of the lives lost to gun 
violence especially those killed this year in El Paso, Texas 
and Dayton, Ohio. 
Following the brief outdoor vigil, we will move inside 
for a discussion of the impact of gun violence on victims 
families and communities and to hear from Representative 
David Linsky about local legislative initiatives.  Mass 
shootings like El Paso represent a small percentage of the 
victims of firearms.  So many more innocent lives are lost 
to suicide, domestic violence, accidental shootings and 
simply being in the wrong place at the wrong time. In these 
challenging times, your witness is needed!



We have a number of members 
and friends in our congregation 
who are homebound, especially 
during the winter months.  We 
are hoping to find some volun-
teers who would be able to take 
a poinsettia from our morning 
worship service to them after 
worship on December 22nd.  If 
you are able to volunteer, please 
sign up in the vestry during 
coffeehour in December or 

contact the church office during the week (admin@first-
churchnatick.org or 508-653-0971).  

Elves needed to deliver poinsettias to our 
homebound members after worship on 
December 22nd! 

Advent Giving Project:
Trim our Giving Tree!

Help fill a tree with 
Stop and Shop or 
Target gift cards this 
December and assist 
some area families 
through a tough 
time. The Metrowest 
Immigrant Solidarity 
Network continues 

to walk with our neighbors who face increasingly hostile 
and cruel treatment. Many of our neighbors face wage 
discrimination, excessive bond payments, and the loss of a 
bread winner. Some of our neighbors have been living and 
working in the area for years, following all the rules, and 
their children are US citizens. Some are newly arrived and 
struggle to make sense of this place far from home. Often 
they struggle to pay for basics and, at this time of year, lack 
any extra for holiday celebrations.

We have been able to assist about a dozen families some 
of whom were separated at the border. We are helping 
them with a variety of expenses from legal support to 
transportation as they seek asylum status, as well as finding 
jobs and housing and schooling for their children.    

These are uncertain and difficult times in an ever-changing 
landscape for undocumented individuals and their families. 
During this holiday season, we hope to reach out with 
Stop and Shop and Target gift cards to relieve a bit of the 
financial pressure on them. Look for the tree on the stage 
during coffee hour any Sunday in December and help out a 
Metrowest neighbor with a card for each $10 donation. 

FCC Book Group 
Saturday, December 14 @ the Kirby/Ripley Home

Join the FCC Bookgroup at the home 
of Sharon Kirby and Ric Ripley on 
Saturday, December 14 at 6pm for a 
potluck dinner and spirited discussion of 
the book, Inconspicuous Consumption: 
The Environmental Impact You Don’t 
Know You Have by Tatiana Schlossberg, a 
compelling and unexpectedly entertaining 
look at how climate change is entangled 

in everything we use, buy, eat, wear and how we get 
around.  Please RSVP to Sharon to reserve a seat at the 
table and to say what you will be bringing for the potluck.  
sharonkirby3@gmail.com

Lighting the Way:
Climate Heros & Luminaries
A Production of Climate Change Theater Action
Hosted by Dreamweavers & the Native American Center 
of Boston
December 21, 3-5pm, Common Street Spiritual Center,
13 Common Street in Natick

Addressing climate change affects all beings, all cultures, 
all of us.  Dreamweavers, in collaboration with the Native 
American Indian Center of Boston (NAICOB) and 
Common Street Spiritual Center of Natick, is hosting a 
staged reading of the Climate Change Theater Action short 
plays.  This event offers an artistic community participation 
approach to climate change education, raises funds for 
NAICOB and highlights other local climate change efforts.  
It honors indigenous earth-honoring wisdom, celebrates 
climate activists and inspires action.

The Climate Change Theater Action CCTA (http://www.
climatechangetheatreaction.com/join-us/) commissioned 
50 playwrights from all over the world, representing 
every continent, to write 5 minute plays under the theme, 
“Lighting the Way”, celebrating the unsung Heros who are 
“lighting the way” to more sustainable futures.  Lighting the 
Way on December 21 coincides with the COP25 (The 25th 
United Nations Convention on Climate Change in Santiago, 
Chile).



Deck the Halls with 
Friends at Lunch Bunch!  
Hard to believe that it is 
that time of the year again.  
If you are feeling as if 
you were just passing out 
Halloween candy and now 
it’s time for Ho, Ho, Ho 
and mistletoe, what could be better than Lunch Bunch!

Lunch Bunch is an ideal way to get out of the house and 
warm up with the company of great people and good 
conversation.  Everybody is welcome at “Lunch Bunch!”  
Just bring along a brown bag lunch, but leave some space 
for treats because there are always some tasty goodies to 
share.  Even if you can’t linger, stop by and say hello. 

If you need transportation, contact the church office and 
we would be glad to arrange to pick you up (508-653-0971 
or admin@firstchurchnatick.org)

https://www.facebook.com/First-Congregational-Church-
of-Natick-UCC-144700452240741/

Hayes Parlor Bible Study 
The Challenge of Jesus: Resurrection
December 5th @ 2:00 PM 

The topic is resurrection as we continue our Bible study 
using the provocative new resource developed by John 
Dominic Crossan called The Challenge of Jesus. 
Dr. Crossan begins his discussion of  “That First Easter 
Sunday” with the observation that early Christians were 
initially reluctant to depict Jesus. He invites us to imagine 
a would-be artist asking the question, “How do I show the 
humanity and divinity of Jesus at the same time?” How 
can I show Christ crucified and resurrected? He invites us 
to wonder, “ If you were charged with the responsibility 
of creating an appropriate image, what might you create?”  
Crossan delves into the historical landscape of the Holy 
Land under Roman occupation to unearth the forces that 
shaped the world of Jesus.
The format for the sessions is simple.  No preparation is 
needed.  We will open with a brief Scriptural orientation 
followed by a short video segment that highlights key 
factors in the world and message of Jesus.  Conversation 
flows from there!  Hope you can join us in the parlor 
on Level 2 and enjoy great company and good coffee 
and fascinating dives into the world of the Bible.  Let 
the church office know if you need a ride (admin@
firstchurchnatick.org or 508-653-0971). We are glad to 
pick you up with a little notice!

Holiday Lunch Bunch
Friday, December 20th beginning @ 12:30 PM

Community Interfaith Vigil
Remembering lives lost to substance use disorder 
Sunday, December 8th, 7:00 PM in the sanctuary

The prescription painkiller and heroin crisis is upon us 
and having a devastating effect on young Natick residents 
and their families.  While the holiday season can be a 
time of great joy, it can also be a difficult time of the year 
for those who have lost loved ones to overdose or those 
who struggle with addiction and those who love them. 
On December 8th, the Natick community will gather 
again to remember those we have lost and raise awareness 
about substance use disorder in MetroWest. The evening 
will include music, testimony, inspirational speaking and 
interfaith prayer, as well as an invitation to future action.

*Light refreshments will be served following the vigil.

Sponsored by Natick Interfaith Clergy, Natick 180, SPARK 
Kindness, the Natick Police Department & Natick Public 
Schools. 



Join us for a special
New Year’s Day Brunch
Sunday, December 29th @ 10:30 AM in the vestry

On the Sunday following 
New Year’s Day, instead of 
gathering for worship in the 
sanctuary, we come together 
– young and old – to worship 
as they did in the early 
church over a common meal 
together. John Weagraff and 
Bill Ladd will lead us as we 
will fill the vestry with songs 
and stories and lots of food 
and laughter.  We will listen 
for God’s great good news 

for a new year.  We will share the story of bread blessed 
and broken that still has the power all these centuries later 
to make us one.  The Worship Team would welcome a few 
extra hands with this brunch and special service.  If you 
might be able to offer some assistance – either at the event 
or with preparations beforehand – please contact the church 
office and let us know (admin@FirstChurchNatick.org or 
508-653-0971). 
We need about 10 folks who can assemble a very easy 
recipe with simple ingredients for about 8 people.  We 
are planning again on an egg and cheesy dish, something 
gluten-free, and maybe a special baked French toast with 
juice and coffee/tea/milk, bagels and coffee cake and fruit.  
If you have any special dietary needs, please let us know.  
Please sign-up to make your reservation during coffee hour 
any Sunday in December, or you can contact the church 
office (508-653-0971 or admin@FirstChurchNatick.org). 
Reservations would be greatly appreciated, but all are 
welcome!

Need help paying for heat this
winter? You are not alone.
We can help you with FUEL Assistance!

Fuel Assistance helps thousands of local families with 
home heating bills each year. Many people do not

realize they are eligable for support.
Call SMOC FUEL to schedule an appointment at

508-620-2342!
Visit us at: http://smoc.org/smoc-fuel-assistanve.php

Call SMOC Weatherization at 508-620-2312
for an energy audit!

You may qualiify for no-cost home energy audit & 
efficiency improvements (i.e. insulation, appliacne 

replacement, etc.)

We’ll Miss You, Lynne!

After 17 years of serving as our church Administrator, 
Lynne Parker has retired due to lingering health issues.  
She thanks everyone for all of their support over the years 
and will sincerely miss FCN, but she is looking forward to 
“kicking back” and focusing on establishing a more healthy 
and less stressful life style. 

First Church has many great memories of Lynne from 
over the years - here are some pics to spark some of those 
reminiscences!

Fare thee well, Lynne ~ All the best!



Join us for “Victorian Christmas” 
Sunday, December 8th and 15th @ 4 :00 PM 

Our building holds memories of years gone by when, 
across the ocean, it was the reign of Queen Victoria. The 
influence of her reign leap-frogged to our shores and 
brought to Natick many of the traditional elements of 
our Christmas season - Christmas trees and cards and 
carols, wreaths and ribbons and candles.

Join us on Sunday evening, December 8th or 15th in our 
candlelit sanctuary, hung with garland and decorated 
with lighted trees.  Sit side by side with those in period 
costumes and enjoy 45 minutes of favorite music 
and Christmas readings.  The evening will feature a 
Christmas story written by Harriet Beecher Stowe, who 
not only captured the imagination of the country with 
her amazing account of the evils of slavery in Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin. She is also related to the Stowe family 
of South Natick!  Then, join in singing some favorite 
carols with sound of the same triumphant organ pipes 
that would have filled the space over 140 years ago.

Experience again the beauty and joy and warmth of the 
holiday season the way it used to be.  Step out of the 
hustle and bustle, and step back to a time when the First 
Congregational Church was brand new - 1875.  

Coping with the Holidays
While Grieving
On November 19th, we were joined by Melissa Kennedy 
Panto from Jeff’s Place in Framingham.  Jeff’s Place 
provides bereavement support for children and their 
families.  The holiday season can be a stressful time for 
those experiencing grief or loss. Melissa offered these 
guidelines to consider if you are coping with loss or 
depression as you prepare for the holiday season:

The holiday season is often marked by an extended period 
of time of anticipation, excitement, and stress. Many 
non-grievers experience “holiday blues” and a myriad of 
emotions. Given that situation, it is natural that someone 
who is bereaved may experience significant distress during 
this season of “holiday cheer.” 

● Plan ahead and don’t let any holiday “take you by 
suprise.” While our emotions routinely suprise us and may 
even overwhelm us, it may be empowering to strategize 
how you will manage the day(s) ahead.

● Don’t do it alone! Talk with your family and friends about 
how to make the day manageable and even meaningful. If 
children are involved, it is especially inportant to include 
them in the conversation so that their thoughts and feelings 
are respected and validated.

● Take time to think about your unique rituals related to 
specific holidays, and whether you want to keep them 
the same, modify them, get rid of them and/or create new 
ones. This is a fluid process, meaning you may do all of the 
above, and it will take many discussions!

● Take care of yourself! This is extremely difficult for most 
of us, but it is especially challenging when one is grieving. 
Create as conducive an environment as is possible so that 
you are eating, sleeping, and exercising in a healthy manner.

● Give yourself permission to “lose it” from time to time! 
The idea of “good enough” can be very helpful. try to focus 
on the steps rather than simply the outcome.

● BREATHE DEEPLY AND SLOWLY... allowing yourself 
to get through moment to moment if that’s what you need. 
Know that you are not alone.

Dinner Church
Sunday, January 19 @ 5:30PM with Matt Carriker
Matt Carriker brings his Agape Dinner Church on the road to
our vestry on Sunday, January 19 at 5:30pm.  We gather for 
worship around tables instead of in pews and share a common 
meal.  There is something for all ages and stages.



Joy to the World!
Join us this Christmas season for these special services!

The beloved Christmas classic, “Joy to the World” celebrates its 300th anniversary this year. Composer Isaac Watt’s 
interpretation of Psalm 98 invites us to sing a “new song”. Rather than “joy” being yet another word for “happiness,” we 
will discover that the depths of joy can be found especially in the midst of suffering, the work of justice, and the presence 
of compassion — all part of the coming of Jesus to this world and a message the world still so desperately needs.

Let us join our voices with heaven and earth, proclaiming along with the Psalmist that fields and floods, rocks, hills and 
plains repeat the sounding joy and proclaim the wonders of God’s love!  Join us this Advent season as we celebrate the 
link between heaven and earth in the birth of a baby to refugee parents in a borrowed stall.
We will find direction from a whole host of guest preachers throughout Advent as we await the arrival of our Bridge 
Minister Elaine Gaetani in January.
 

THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT, DECEMBER 1ST
The Reverend Audra Mackey will lead us to recognize the HOPE that exists in a joyful heart. Hope is the thing that can 
surprise us, that DOES surprise us. And surprise happens most often when we allow ourselves to open and look around 
and change our perspective. So... we get surprised by a different way of looking at things, it brings us hope and we 
reconnect to the joy that has been there, is there, all along.

THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT, DECEMBER 8TH
Chaplain Tiffany Spigarolo will lead us to see the LOVE that resides in a joyful heart.  We remember that “repeating the 
sounding joy,” as the hymn suggests, is the way in which the reverberations of love are spread throughout the world. And 
we raise our praise in order to repeat what all creation is saying, “God loves you.” We have the power to create more love 
in the world just by being loving. It is contagious. That’s why the word “Rejoice” appears so many times in the Bible. 
When we “repeat the sounding joy” we affect the world around us, spreading the good news and crowding out the hateful 
stuff. More love equals more joy.

THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT, DECEMBER 15TH
The Reverend John Lilly will preside over the worship service as the First Church Players presents the Christmas Pageant, 
“How the Grinch Found Christ in Christmas”.  The Who’s in Whoville will offer a message for all ages and stages and 
invite the inner child to find JOY and delight in the stories and songs of the season.  A God-given joy is one that can’t be 
lost, even in the midst of incredible challenges or an unjust world.  Joy is not a luxury item, it is the right of all people and 
all creation.

THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT, DECEMBER 22ND 
The Reverend John Lilly will lead us to find the PEACE that lives in a joyful heart.  Joy isn’t always exuberant.  
Sometimes joy is like an always-flowing river of grace and presence of God that we can dip into when we need it most. 
Peaceful joy says “stick with it, beloved, it will be alright” even when it doesn’t feel completely right, right now. Peaceful 
joy allows us to be “Emmanuel” for each other when the storms threaten to overtake creation around us.

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP, DECEMBER 24TH
A Service of Carols and Candles @ 7 PM in the sanctuary

The Reverend Dr. John Weagraff will help us find the incarnate JOY of the word made flesh.  The service is designed for 
all ages because on Christmas Eve, the child in each of us comes alive with memories of Christmas past and expectation 
of the Christmas to come. As this hour-long service comes to a close, once again in the darkened sanctuary, the light will 
spread from the Christ light on our Advent wreath to illumine the faces and the hearts of everyone in the pews as we 
join in the hushed verses of “Silent Night.” Surrounded by the evergreen, circled by lights, we will welcome the Light of 
Christ, and discover that it is never too late to prepare him room.

THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS, DECEMBER 29TH
“Welcoming the New Year” Communion Brunch

We come together the Sunday before New Year’s Day to worship over a communion meal with The Reverend Dr. John 
Weagraff and Bill Ladd. We will give thanks for all the gifts of the year that is ending and listen for God’s great good 
news for a new year.



Thanks to all who donated 
a Thanksgiving pie to the 
Natick Service Council and 
to the amazing team of WV 
Workcamper bakers.  On 
November 17th the church 
kitchen smelled delicious 
and every surface was 
covered with pumpkin, 

apple and pecan pies to be donated to the Natick Service 
Council. First thing on Tuesday morning, 82 pies were 
transported over to “mission control” at the Natick Service 
Council.  It was a good bake!

During the holidays, the Natick Service Council reaches out 
to provide more than just the essentials to local families in 
need – and many of those baskets had one of our WV pies!  
Thank you for your generosity!

2020 “Out in Front”
Stewardship Update 
We have so much to celebrate! The response in November 
to our Stewardship campaign was very positive.  The 
current number of pledges for 2020 now stands at 72 
for a total of $231,098. Of those pledges, 4 were new 
commitments and 30 were able to increase their pledge 
for 2020.  Your support makes it possible for First Church 
to create an inclusive, safe and supportive community for 
people all ages, backgrounds and abilities.

If you have not yet made a pledge for 2020, there is still 
time to have your pledge included in the update that will 
be presented to Annual Meeting at the end of January.  
Any amount makes difference.  Perhaps what you can 
commit right now is a dollar a week.  Your $52 might be 
that extra bump that buys a new resource for the children’s 
classrooms or that reaches out to touch lives through 
Family Promise or the Natick Food Pantry.  Every little bit 
counts. 

You can find the stewardship brochure and a pledge card 
at any entry or you can give us a call (508-653-0971) and 
we will pop a card in the mail to you.  Mail your pledge 
to the office (First Congregational Church, 2 East Central 
Street, Natick, MA 01760), or drop it in the offering 
plate any Sunday.  Or you can visit our website www.
firstchurchnatick.org and make your 2020 contribution 
online.

Your support means so much for what we can be and 
accomplish together. While all gifts are appreciated, a 
pledge allows us to budget most effectively and set our 
priorities responsibly.  Thank you for the many ways that 
you support our “Front Porch” witness in the heart of 
MetroWest!

Thanksgiving pies for
the Natick Service Council 

Exploring Justice through the Lens of the Ten Commandments
Sunday mornings @ 9AM 

Six-week session beginning January 12

This small-group Bible study is the first in a series, written by the Massachusetts Bible Society, to provide discussion 
fodder on the topic of Priorities.  We will discuss Justice issues of our day such as Protest; The Pledge of Allegiance; 

Nationalism; Free Speech; Freedom of Religion; American Exceptionalism; Guns; Partisan Politics; Separation of 
Church and State; Taking a Knee; Removal of Confederate Monuments; the US Flag Code; and America First, through 

the lens of the first three commandments.



“Out in Front” Reflections ~ Stewardship 2020

The “Out in Front” Stewardship Campaign invited several people from our congregation to share what our congregation 
means to them .  On October 13th, Andy Hanna shared in his Stewardship Moment some of his experience about the power 

of community that he discovered growing up at First Church Natick:

Communities are powerful, ours is no different, and we’re also no strangers to using our power. When the home of a gay 
couple was targeted, we joined with other faith communities to distribute peace flags to counter the hate that the attack 
meant to spread. When families lose their homes and need somewhere to go, we open our doors and offer food and shelter 
though Family Promise. When our federal institutions target immigrants, we adopted an immigrant welcoming covenant, 
recognizing that diversity is one of our greatest strengths, and putting forward an example to others, that all people, 
regardless of origin, are welcome here.

Now take a moment and think about those three examples. On the local level our community is working for equality 
and acceptance for all. On the state and regional level, we are working to lift up those whom life hit hard, and need help 
regaining a footing. And on the national level we are adding our voice to a chorus of others, standing in resolute support of 
our undocumented brothers and sisters.  The four corners of our church may be located in Natick, but our reach is wide and 
our power for change is great.

But that didn’t just happen though, it takes all of us, empowering each other to make it happen. This is community, this is 
the great gift that we all give each other. I was lucky enough to be raised in part by this church. I participated in the youth 
programs at FCC Natick, I traveled to Boston, New York, and West Virginia for community service trips, and I went to San 
Francisco for my youth group pilgrimage. Throughout all of my experiences with FCC Natick, I absorbed the ideals held by 
our community. Ideals that I believed are summarized best by one of our mantras, that “no matter who you are, or where you 
are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.”

This church’s commitment to service inspired me to commit myself to service as well…I am so grateful for the role this 
community has played and continues to play in my life. And I want to thank you all for being a part of, and supporting this 
community through your contributions of time, talent, and treasure. The late author Toni Morrison once said, “I tell my 
students, ‘When you get these jobs that you have been so brilliantly trained for, just remember that your real job is that if 
you are free, you need to free somebody else. If you have some power, then your job is to empower somebody else.”  
Empowering other people is what we do every day here at FCC.

On November 3, Bill Ladd, our 2020 Stewardship Chairperson offered this reflection about his journey to First Church 
Natick and what he found in our community.

“This is the first Congregational church I ever visited. and this is only the second Church in my life that I’ve ever joined. 
When Devin invited me to come and visit, I packed a good bit of skepticism. I mean I had no idea what y’all did…would 
it involved snakes, tambourines, jumping up in the aisles? No idea. So, imagine my surprise when I stand here today and 
consider how this church has changed my life.”

Back in my Episcopalian days, I thought my church would really stand up for things with more than just words.  After years 
of pushing and pushing, I realized that the Frozen Chosen wasn’t just a joke. Honestly, I didn’t know if any church could be 
such a place..and then I walked into First Church. Everything was totally new and very different.  But what got me…was 
you. 

Imagine a wild and wacky church where you are encouraged to bring your brain into worship? Where each person is enough 
just as they are?! Where nobody is perfect or trying to be? When the stuff hits the fan in our lives, we’re encouraged to bring 
it here and to let you know that we’re struggling? As Heather said last week, the people you meet in here are the same you’ll 
meet out there. It’s just who we are.  At Andover Newton I was trying to figure out what church could be and how I would 
fit in. When I came to First Church, all the pieces started coming together. 

That’s why it’s a non-brainer to support his church. It takes money to be all that we are….to be out in front about the things 
that matter. It matters in this world today that there is such a church that leads by example. As one of the leaders of the 
Stewardship Team, I invite you to get those pledge cards in so we can help Vicky breathe a little easier as she begins the 
next chapter in her life, so that we can continue to invest in this church and each other and be out in front in this community 
and the world that needs us so very much. And if you’ve never pledged before, stick your toe in…the water is fine.



Can we agree on Marijuana?
Wednesday, January 22 @ 7PM with Sarallyn Keller

Although marijuana is now 
legal in Massachusetts and 
soon will be available for 
non-medical sale in Natick, 
it is still illegal, harmful and 
addictive for youth under 
21.  Research is showing 
that marijuana use by a 
developing brain has real 
adverse effects. Legalization 

has created a false perception of safety that we need to 
talk about. 

We’re Level Three Green!
On November 17th during worship, the Environmental 
Ministries Team of the Southern New England Conference 
joined us for worship to present our congregation with 
our Level 3 Green Congregation award.  Accepting the 
award were the amazing children of our church school who 
collected coins to create a pollinator garden and to protect 
the forest where monarch butterflies winter over. Also 
representing our congregation were Biscuit the Sloth and 
our moderator, Bob Seiche.

Here is another idea to protect God’s good green earth!  
After our congregation received its level 3 Green 
Congregation Award, Benjy Porter, one of our church 
school members told us about an organization called Team 
Trees.  Team Trees hopes to raise $20 million. dollars by 
2020 to plant 20 million trees. All donations will go to the 
Arbor Day Foundation, a tree-planting organization that 
pledges to plant one tree for every U.S. dollar donated. The 
Arbor Day Foundation hopes to begin planting in January 
2020 and end “no later than December 2022”.  It has been 
estimated that 20 million trees would take up 169 sq mi 
of land.  Trees sequester carbon out of our atmosphere 
and return oxygen back to us.  It’s a good deal.  If you 
would like to get involved, check out teamtrees.org. So far, 
15,845,139 trees have been planted!  

Our next Family Promise
host week begins January 5th

Our congregation will be hosting Family Promise guests 
again during the week of January 5 - 12.  
Here are some of the ways that you can be involved:

Set-Up & Takedown: Volunteers set up accommodations 
on arrival Sunday (12:00 pm - 3:00 pm) and help take 
down and store beds, lamps, tables, toys, etc. on departure 
Sunday  (7:00 am - 9:00 am). 

FCN Greeter/On call coordinator: FCN Volunteer 
responsible for coordinating that day’s hosting activities 
and other volunteers, and being “on call” that evening. 
(Must be a First Congregational Group member) 

Prepare and Serve Dinner: Weekdays (6 - 8 pm) 
Weekends (5 - 8 pm): Volunteers prepare, serve, and 
eat dinner with guests. Dinner is informal and family 
style. Guests and volunteers participate in dinner chores. 
Volunteer led activities are a nice break for the families 
after dinner. Homework and preparations for work are 
priorities but, craft projects or board games or other 
activities may be enjoyed. Dinner leftovers may be 
packaged for guest lunches. Any extra dinner food should 
be taken home that evening.

Dinner Preparation Only: If you are unable to commit 
to a 2-3 hour dinner shift but you can also volunteer to 
prepare a meal.

If you are already a trained FPM volunteer and would 
like to sign up, please visit http://cerv.is/m?0002x393.  
If you are new to Family Promise and would like more 
information or to learn about the upcoming training dates, 
please contact Chris Gentry (jcmsgentry@gmail.com).

Apartment Needed
Nickeisha & Juston Eivers and their three children 

are in need of a new apartment (two or three 
bedroom) due to health issues (black mold) in 
their current unit. Looking in Natick and the 

surrounding area.



Dear friends at First Congregational 
Church of Natick..

Peace to you, and lots of love from one of your own!  
My name is Matt Carriker.  I grew up in this church, 
was confirmed in this church in middle school, and was 
ordained in this church in 2010.  I’ve met a number of 
you when I led a dinner church last year at First Church.  
Others of you I met through West Virginia work camp 
fundraisers.  Agape, the new UCC church that I serve in 
Waltham, has been partnering with First Church in going 
to the West Virginia work camp.  Work camp is a powerful 
experience that I’ve been going on since I was a teenager 
here at First Church!

What is this new spiritual community in Waltham, you 
ask?  Agape began almost five years ago.  It’s a cool 
story that I can share with you all in another article.  Our 
services look different than traditional church.  We often 
meet in a circle.  We’re nomadic since we don’t have our 
own space.  Sometimes we meet at Brandeis University, 
where I am the Protestant Chaplain.  Other times we meet 
at the Unitarian Universalist church in Waltham.

We have fun experimenting and living into with new ways 
of doing and being church together.  Just last Sunday, 
we had “Karaoke Church”!  Ever done that before?  
Occasionally we do “Messy Church” together.  We have 
services usually twice a month Sundays at 4:30pm.  Once a 
month we do Dinner Church.  You are more than welcome 
to join us anytime as a supplemental spiritual practice to 
your time at First Church.  As we’re still a small church, 
we love visitors, as you swell our ranks a bit ☺  Feel free 
to check out our most updated schedule of services and 
events here: www.agapewaltham.org.

At our core, everything we seek to do and be is reflected in 
our name: “Agape.”  Agape points to unconditional, divine 
love.  It is the love that God has for us, that we are called 
to have for each other, and that we are called to spread 
in the world.  Agape love is at the heart of our desire to 
be an Open and Affirming, Multicultural and Multiracial, 
Intergenerational, JustPeace church of Contemplatives in 
Action!  We have a bold dream for our life together. 

Come check us out sometime!  I look forward to being 
with you all in January 19th, 2020 at 5pm when I’ve been 
asked to lead a dinner church again at First Church.   Like 
all new, progressive church starts, Agape is working hard 
to get to a place of self-sustainability.  We’re not there yet!  
As we work towards that goal, Agape Spiritual Community 
is eternally grateful for the partnership and support from 
First Church Natick.  Thanks so much to you for all the 
many ways that you live the good news of God’s love in 
Natick and beyond!

Gratefully, Rev. Matt Carriker
Agape Spiritual Community, Waltham
www.agapewaltham.org

HOW MANY HANDS
David L. Coulter, M.D.

The well-loved banister is smooth and glistens,
Its ancient wood caressed and polished 

By the living touches of so many hands---
Hands of the people who built this church,
Hands of the children learning to climb it,

Hands of the elderly needing support,
Hands of the friends who came up to worship,

Hands of the living, hands of the dead,
Indelible hands inscribed on the wood.

Touching the banister remembers them all,
Palpable through our imagination

Recalling the presence of so many hands.





SPOOKTACULAR 2019
 

They should’ve called it Spooktacular-A-Rama because this year saw the biggest crowd of children and parents in re-
cent memory. Ghosts and goblins were everywhere! But have no fear, The Welcome Team was out on force to greet the 
costumed throng for the first two hours and then it was on to the Parades! Karen Shirley, Catherine Utley and Michelle 
Mattera and Bill Ladd greeted each wave of children with baskets full of candy as they swept past First Church toward 

their next candy destination. It was a great event and, as always, First Church’s Welcome Team was Out In Front to kick 
off Halloween right!



Over the course of one school year, a diverse group of 
remarkable teens and their families plunges into a yearlong 
journey to get at the heart of racism. Through some 
tense and painful moments, we see how these difficult 
conversations begin to affect their relationships, and 
ultimately challenge them to look deep within themselves. 
By the end of their time together, we’ll see these 
courageous young people develop stronger bonds, a greater 
resolve, and a bigger, more significant definition of racism 
than any of us ever imagined.

MORE DETAILS IN THE NEXT GOOD WORD!

SAVE THE DATE!
COMMUNITY SCREENING FEBRUARY 4TH

Want to get involved with
the Guatemala partnership?

Twice a year for the past 32 years, friends and members 
of the Needham Congregational Church have been 
traveling to the village of Santa Maria Tzeja, a small 
K’iche’ speaking Mayan village in the remote rainforests 
of the northern Ixcan region of Guatemala.  The 
Guatemala Partnership’s February delegation to Santa 
Maria Tzeja, Guatemala will leave on Wednesday 
February 12th and return Sunday February 23rd.  If you 
might be interested in joining the February delegation, 
please contact Jeff Clausen at clausenj@gmail.com for 
more information.

In addition to the biannual delegation visits, the 
partnership connects families in our area with families 
in the village through the partner family letter project. 
Through this project, partner families exchange hand 
delivered letters twice a year. While the village is 
comprised of just 240 families, 140 of those families 
participate in the partner family letter project. As a result, 
nearly everyone in the village has a connection to the 
partnership and is connected on a personal level to a 
family in our area, with many of these partner family 
relationships dating back nearly 30 years. Currently there 
is a waitlist of families in the village seeking a partner 
family to exchange letters.  Contact Jeff at the email 
above to learn more about getting involved in this aspect 
of the partnership.

Nursery volunteers needed
Do you have some cuddles and hugs to share?  We could 
use your expertise in “sharing the love” in the Nursery 
on Sunday mornings during worship.  Our infants and 

toddlers need some caring adults to join Kelly Wong, our 
childcare provider, on the Nursery Team to spend some 

quality play time with our littlest people.  It’s a small time 
commitment of about once every 2 months.  Please contact 
Sarallyn if you are interested in helping out in the nursery.  

(508-653-0971 or sarallyn@firstchurchnatick.org.



Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 15th Annual 
Natick Community Celebration

Monday, January 20, 2020 10:00 AM
Wilson Middle School Auditorium

 

Music by the Johnson Elementary School “Peacemakers
Performance Groups from the Middle & and High Schools

With a program featuring the Rev. Dr. Ray Hammond and the students of Natick High

On Monday, January 20th at 10 AM, join a wide variety of representatives of the Natick community for a Celebration 
Honoring the Life and Witness of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in the auditorium at Wilson Middle School. 

Our keynote presentation will be awesome.  We will be joined by the Reverend Dr. Ray Hammond, the pastor and 
co-founder of Bethel A.M.E. in Boston  Rev. Hammond is co-founder and chairman of the Ten Point Coalition, 
an ecumenical group of Christian clergy and lay leaders mobilizing the Greater Boston community around issues 
affecting black and Latino youth; an Executive Committee member of the Black Ministerial Alliance; chair of the 
Boston Opportunity Agenda; a Strategy Team member of the Greater Boston Interfaith Organization; and a member 
of the Boston Green Ribbon Commission. He also serves as a trustee of the Yawkey Foundation, the Isabella Stewart 
Gardner Museum, the John F. Kennedy Library Foundation, BMC Health System, and the MATCH School. He 
previously served as chairman of The Boston Foundation.  Rev. Hammond is a Fellow of the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences and is the recipient of numerous honors and honorary doctorates.

We will also be joined by the Johnson School Peacemakers, as well as performance groups from the middle and high 
schools.  Students from the middle and high schools will also share their prize-winning essays from the MLK Essay 
Contest, sponsored by the Natick Interfaith Clergy Association.

The offering at the celebration will support of the Friends of Natick METCO.  For over 50 years, our town has been 
committed to supporting diversity in our public schools through our participation the METCO program, which makes 
it possible for Boston students to attend public school in surrounding, largely suburban school districts.

Following the celebration, everyone is invited to the cafeteria where there will be service opportunities for all ages.  
At a time when polarization seems to be the norm, we hope you will add your voice to the celebration.  We can make 
a difference in our little corner of the world.  Now more than ever, we need people who again will “Stand up for 
righteousness, stand up for justice and stand up for truth.”



“Souper Bowl Sunday” is February 2nd! 

Or you can go on-line to make your contribution! 
Visit YouGiveGoods at:

www.yougivegoods.com/polarsvspenguins2020
or scan the QR Code.

“North” will meet “South” at 2 “North will meet Sourth again at 2 East Central Street in the heart of Natick in a rematch 
of  the “Polar Bears” and the “Penguins.”  The Penguins have taken home the coveted “Campbell Progresso Trophy” two 
years in a row.  Will 2020 be the year that the Polars can capture the trophy?

The challenge begins on January 12th  and concludes at the end of worship on Sunday, February 2nd.  This is your chance 
to come together as a team and win the Souper Bowl!

The rules are straightforward:
Determine if you live north or south of Route 135!  If you live north of 135, you are a “Polar Bear.”  If you live south of 
135, you are a “Penguin.” 

Place your donation either in cash or food product in your team’s basket or soup pot in the front of the sanctuary any 
Sunday.  For each item or every dollar contributed, your team will earn a point from January 12th to February 2nd.

At YouGiveGoods you will find a range of products that you can choose to make your team contribution.  YouGiveGoods 
delivers directly to the Natick Food Pantry at the conclusion of the drive!  No fuss, no bother, no need to remember to 
bring your stuff on Sunday.  You can even make your donation from your smart phone during worship!  If the score 
narrows, an on-line donation might turn the tide in favor of your team!

All food donations and money raised will go to the Natick Food Pantry.  For those of you who are new to the game, the 
“Souper Bowl” has become a favorite February tradition.  It doesn’t matter if you are a football fan or not.  This kind of 
Souper Bowl makes everyone a part of a team to help our Natick neighbors who need a little extra help to get by.  
It’s time to huddle, plot your plays and rally to win the big game!
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Our Annual Meeting Celebration is
January 26 following worship!

2019 was a big year at First Church Natick!  Join us following worship on 
January 26th, when we gather in the vestry to celebrate with friends and 
food, with stories and laughter and with great gratitude as we remember 
2019 and look ahead to the challenges and opportunities that await us in 
2020.

We hope you will be a part of the festivities as we look toward the future   
Following worship our amazing youth groups will cater a scrumptious 
winter luncheon designed to chase the chills away.  Lunch is a baked 
potato bar with all the fixin’s!  The suggested donation is  $7/plate with 
a $25 family maximum.  Proceeds benefit the Youth Pilgrimage Fund.  
Sign up in the vestry to make your reservation or contact the church office 
(508-653-0971 or admin@firstchurchnatick.org).

The Annual Meeting will receive reports from staff and coordinators, as 
well as financial reports, the nominating report and the recommended 
budget for 2020.  We will also hear updates from our building team about 
upcoming projects and from the task team that has been exploring a 
capital campaign as we move toward a feasibility study to address critical 
building envelope issues and interior improvements.  We will also pause 

to remember those whose lives came to a close in 2019 and give thanks for their gifts.

Childcare will be available for the meeting.  As always, everyone is invited to attend and participate in the luncheon and 
meeting.  The discussion is open to members and non-members alike, though only members may participate in formal 
votes.  If this is the right time for you to join our congregation, please contact the church office (508-653-0971 or 
admin@firstchurchnatick.org).  It would be an honor to welcome you to membership at First Church Natick.


