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Pastor's Message

Dear Friends,

            Despite the exultation of leaf peepers Autumn marks a quite different time for some.We like the colored
leaves but heir brown carcasses must soon be collected. We like the cool mornings after summer’s sweltering
humidity but know cold breezes are ahead. We like the quality of sunlight but know its quantity is diminishing.  The
changing of the leaves may be stirring yet, for some, Autumn is a time of change that promises only more difficulty.
           
          But what about completion? Poet John Keats points this in “To Autumn”:

 
Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness, 

                                  Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun;
 Conspiring with him how to load and bless

                                                           With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eaves run;
             To bend with apples the mossed cottage-trees,

                                 And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core;
                                                              To swell the gourd, and plump the hazel shells

                                   With a sweet kernel; to set budding more,
                                  And still more, later flowers for the bees,

                                        Until they think warm days will never cease,
                                                                       For Summer has o’er-brimmed their clammy cells.

 
 

Consider the apple: The crunch, the sweet-sour burst of juice, the ways it may be prepared – all testify to the glory
of harvest time. We may dread what Autumn’s arrival signals but it brings that which is now filled with “ripeness to
the core.”

           No doubt, this is a time of fruition for our congregation – re-starting programs such as Godly Play, returning to
pre-pandemic activities like in-person worship, celebrating the kick-off of our long-anticipated “Faith in Our Future”
Capital Campaign (October 3), helping to ordain Bill Ladd after his years-long spiritual journey (October 31), and
more. 

           As most of you know, my time with you as interim will be coming to an end in a few months. More change may
be unwelcome news. Yet – looking back over the past 18 months – I see a glorious ripening.  This church has met
every set-back with remarkable resilience. Self-understanding has grown as you’ve made hard choices but focused
on what matters most.The Capital Campaign demonstrates will to do your part in this historic moment and to
envision how you might extend your commitment to being an Open and Affirming, inclusive church for all.There is
no doubt in my mind that the last transitional task to be done without me in the new year – the pastoral search – is
going to yield sweet fruit in your future. 

           No matter how we feel about the coming of Autumn and its changes, let us always keep in mind that God brings
things to completion, ripening fruit of all kinds, and in this way brings bounty for us all. Filled with ripeness to the
core, may we proceed now to offer greater nourishment for the faith and spirit of many.

                                                                                                           Peace, Jonathan



First Church’s Bell Peals over Natick Day!

It was a beautiful day on September 11th this year when the sound of the bell in our church steeple rang out over
the Natick Day crowds. Children and youth played our bean bag toss to win the amazing prize to haul on the bell

pull and hear the sound of the 2,531-pound bell ring out over the streets.  
 

It’s always a big hit and so fun to watch the rope pull the little ones right off their feet!



First Church is bringing back our composting program!
We will compost food waste from coffee hour, church suppers,

and the ACHIEVE program. We also welcome compost from your
households. Place your compost in the green bin located in the

church kitchen.  
 

Our pick-up day is Tuesday. Contact the green team if you want a
counter-top container for your kitchen.     

 

Faith Formation
programming

 
We are off to a slow start this year as we adjust to

our return to the church building.  This may not be a
bad thing as we are all adjusting to the start of

school and adding more activities back into our
calendars.  

 
There was a snag in the delivery of the large tent

we ordered for use by the faith formation program.  
 

It is due to arrive this week, so hopefully by the
time that you read this it will be pitched in the play

yard near the office entrance.  



Godly Play is more like worship than classroom ~ our primary goal is for the children to learn how to recognize
their relationship with God and provide the language to express it.
 Godly Play gives children the opportunity to enter into a story, wonder about it and then create meaning for
their own lives in a creative response.
Godly Play acknowledges that children are more engaged in process than product.  They will not necessarily
make a project or be able to tell you what they learned because what they learned was how to learn about the
powerful language of the Christian people.

Children age 3 - grade 4
We are looking forward to holding our Godly Play program in the tent on Sunday mornings.  This will give us better
air circulation and the children will enjoy using the playground at the end of the lesson each Sunday!  We hope to
see you soon!

Children in grades 5 & 6 
We will gather on Sunday mornings in the vestry for the Connect classroom.  This curriculum takes the stories that
the children already know from Godly Play and show how they are connected to other stories and themes in the
Bible.  Many of our “tweens” have been with us since preschool and know the core stories really well.  You know the
ones... Creation, Noah, Abram & Sarai, the exile of the Israelites, Joseph, David, the building and destruction of the
temple… as well as the stories from the New Testament about Jesus’ ministry. 
The Connect model will show how the arc of the Biblical story connects from Old to New Testament and also to the
21st century and our lives.  

Faith Formation programming



Faith Formation programming

Jr Youth Group (grades 7-9)
We invite all our 7th through 9th graders to participate in our Jr Youth Group that meets for outdoor outings on
various dates throughout the year.

Sr Youth Group (grades 10-12)
We invite our high school students in grades 10-12 to join our Sr Youth Group that meets on the first and third
Sunday evenings, from 7:00-8:30pm.   

Our Whole Lives (OWL) Sexuality Education for grades 7-9
Parents, schools and religious communities face an ongoing challenge in creating an environment that supports
and nurtures sexual health, so we want our young people to participate in a program that models caring,
compassion, respect and justice.  OWL is a sexuality education program that was developed by the Unitarian
Universalist Association and the United Church of Christ.  The 17 OWL sessions address sensitive topics that
recognize and respect the diversity of the youth participants in an inclusive and developmentally appropriate
manner.   The overall goal of the Our Whole Lives sexuality education is to create a positive and comprehensive
program that helps young people to gain the knowledge, values, and skills to lead sexually healthy, responsible
lives.  OWL meets on the first and third Sunday evenings, from 5:00-6:30pm.   

Contact Sarallyn Keller for more information about our children and youth programs and updated schedules
(sarallyn@firstchurchnatick.org; or 508-740-3134).

Youth Programming kicks-off October 1  
We are looking forward to the start of the youth groups this fall!  We will meet in person under the tent on most first
and third Sunday evenings for games and discussion and we will add some outdoor events as the weather permits so
we can spend some more time in-person with one another.  Youth group gives our youth time to spend with their
peers and leaders where they can form deeper relationships with one another; share stresses and challenges of their
lives; celebrate their victories and milestones; learn to look for God in unexpected places; grow in faith and
leadership; and serve their community together. 

Thank a teacher!  
 

We want to say an enormous thank you to the adults who volunteer to be teachers,
child carers, and youth leaders in our faith formation program.  I’m reminded every

year that it takes a village to raise a child and I am so grateful to this group who gives
of their time and energy to our children and youth!

 
 

Jan Abrahamsen, Michelle Brewer, Matt Basiliere
Beth Canterbury, Robin Clausen, Mark Dixon , Gretchen Dubois

Rick Dubois, Amy Foley, Chris Gentry, Sarabeth Guptill
Sara Hanna, Mindy Hoge, Maureen Mann, Sue Mascioli

Lane McDonough, Ken Pierce, Ric Ripley, Mikal Rosendahl
Maura Shaughnessy, Tracy Sivak, Bob Seiche, Grace Seiche

Jean Sniffin, Catherine Mattera, Kristine Weddle
 
 



Friendly Reminder From the Stewardship Team
 

This year we are running a simplified Stewardship Campaign to prepare for our 2022 financial commitments. To
date, we’ve received approximately 50% of our annual pledges and commitments toward our program operations. 

If you have already pledged to the 2022 stewardship campaign, Thank You! If you have not yet made your 2022
pledge, please prayerfully consider your annual gift and mail in your “Estimate of Giving” form as soon as you can. 
 A phone call to the Church Office to speak with our Administrator, Peg Waters, is also an option. 

The Finance Team is meeting to prepare the 2022 budget for your approval in January and we need to know how
much we will be able to spend to support our 2022 programming.

May the Peace of Christ be with you!
Bill Ramage



STEEPLE UPDATE!

Steeple Restoration Project Update:
The Steeple Bell is ringing, the clocks are keeping time!

In downtown Natick Center, the church is doing fine!
 

As summer nears its end so too does the restoration work on our steeple. All four faces of the town clock are now
keeping correct time and once the staging is down, will be easy to see with their bright new Gold-leaf hands,

numerals, and tic marks. Inside the steeple, the pealing hammer for the bell has been reattached and the bell rung
joyously to signal our return to modified in-person worship back in mid-July. 

 
The remaining major items are to reinstall the 48 restored decorative grills at the belfry level, and also to repair

the floor between that level and the level below. As reported before, some of that work has been delayed pending
materials availability (a widespread problem during the pandemic).  

 
 



Rail Trail
Conservation Committee
Farmers' Market
Place to Turn
Service Council
Historical Society

-Lane McDonough, Outreach Team Coordinator
 

We're open for business again. The pandemic, in some ways, has provided us an opportunity for a fresh start. Let's
take advantage of it.

Over the last several years, we have described FCC Natick as Natick's Front Porch. Our Capital Campaign focuses
on equipping our space with a renewed ability to be a more welcoming neighbor. The Outreach Team has been
discussing how we can make more and better use of that space. We believe that we can and should expand how
we share our unique resource at the center of Natick and partner with other organizations and individuals that
share our common goals.

Outreach's vision is that we partner with these organizations and open our building as a resource for them to
meet, plan, organize, and put into action our common goals. 

In the past, the use of the space might not have been what it could have been—security and maintaining safety
standards for the Preschool limited wide use of the building by outside groups. The primary outside use has been
Family Promise; other groups have included AA, Sound & Spirit, Girl Scouts, and a Mental Health Support group.
Our new tenant, the Natick Public School's ACHIEVE program, also has security issues. Solutions should consider
how to resolve these issues while providing flexibility for making the church as accessible to as many outside
groups as possible. 

Any approach to aligning church use with missional goals requires that we define our goals and identify outside
organizations' needs. We need to answer the question: "Who are our neighbors?" Answering this question involves
knowing the community, its needs, and being clear about who we are. 

At our last meeting, the Outreach Team identified several organizations that the church could partner with that
would benefit from our downtown location and commitment to community support:

We hope to leverage the work done as part of the Pastoral Search and Capital Campaign activities. Their results
will help Outreach to identify and reach out to potential partner organizations. The Pastoral Search Needs
Assessment will provide input on what the needs of local non-profit groups are. The Sanctuary Team is already
reaching out to local groups to see what they need in order to use the sanctuary as a performance or meeting
venue. Our Church Profile will identify the mission commitments of the congregation.Between the Needs
Assessment and Profile, we should have a good handle on where our building attributes can help meet the
community's needs that also align with our mission goals. 

We are open for business and ready for a New Start. These are exciting times. FCC Natick is uniquely blessed and
positioned to be not only Natick's Front Porch, with an opportunity to be a central and welcoming meeting place
for local organizations. The Outreach Team welcomes any ideas that members may have about organizations that
we should be contacting, or program ideas that they might have that could make use of our building.

OUTREACH TEAM - OPEN FOR BUSINESS



The First Congregational Church of Natick affirms the dignity and worth of every person. We are called to express the love
and welcome of Christ. We celebrate the diversity of God’s creation and the gifts, talents and resources of all who strive to
build a church that is faithful to God.
 
We, therefore, covenant to be an open and affirming congregation. We embrace and support those who experience
rejection and find themselves in exile from spiritual community. We welcome people of every ability, race, culture, gender,
economic circumstance, gender identity, gender expression and sexual orientation.

This year, our ONA Sunday will bring a special focus to the affirmation and inclusion of people of every ability. Guest
preacher, Candace Low, will help us reflect on the topic of “Beloved Everybody”. Ms. Low will share her thoughts
after many years as a disability rights advocate, enriched by her personal experience of having suffered a traumatic
brain injury at age 16, affecting her mobility and rendering her deaf. She will also give us a glimpse of what a truly
accessible church and people that can really see her looks like. As she has said, “Disability access is a justice issue
and justice is what love looks like in public.” 

Ms. Low is a member of Asylum Hill Congregational Church, UCC in Hartford, CT. She is recently retired after an 18-
year tenure as Executive Director of Independence Unlimited, Inc., a Hartford Center for Independent Living. Ms.
Low has been an advocate for disability rights for 45 years and has been a trainer on disability and independent living
related issues and legislation for over 40 years. She has served as a member of the Board of Directors for the
National Council on Independent Living, is Past President of the Americans with Disabilities Act Coalition of
Connecticut (ADAAC) and serves on a variety of committees and task forces to initiate systems change and improve
the quality of life for people with disabilities.She is also a contributor to and participant in UCC Disabilities Ministries
(UCCDM), which envisions a world where all people are included in the fullness of life because they are created in the
image of God. 

We look forward to seeing you on Sunday, October 31 for this opportunity to celebrate and deepen our ONA
commitments! 

Learn more about Open & Affirming as a movement within the United Church of Christ by visiting the Southern New
England Conference website at https://www.sneucc.org/ona and the United Church of Christ website at
https://www.ucc.org/lgbt_about.And learn more about UCC Disabilities Ministries (UCCDM) at
https://www.sneucc.org/disabilityministries. 

Open & Affirming (ONA) Sunday – October 31 –
“Beloved Everybody”

We hope you will plan to join us for worship on Sunday, October 31, as we observe
Open & Affirming Sunday and celebrate the 18th anniversary of our ONA covenant: 

https://www.sneucc.org/ona
https://www.ucc.org/lgbt_about
https://www.sneucc.org/disabilityministries


FCC Capital Campaign:
Kick-off event Sunday,

October 3rd

As this issue of the Good Word goes to print in the waning days of September - we are fast approaching our
Capital Campaign Kick-off Zoom Event planned for Sunday October 3rd. However, we anticipate that you might
be receiving this Good Word edition just after the Kick-Off event so here is a brief recap of the agenda that we
are planning.  The key activities that are currently planned will include:

Presentations of the work accomplished over the summer by the teams working on both Sanctuary Design
and Kitchen Improvements. These two teams have been working hard and are excited to show you the
options they’ve come up with for both areas of the building. We look forward to getting your feedback so we
can refine the designs and move forward to implementation, once our campaign is complete and the total
budget known.
An update on how the ‘quiet phase’ of the campaign has gone and what advance pledges have been received
so far.
An Update on how the ‘public phase’ of the campaign will go, what to expect, & timeline. 



FCC Capital Campaign:
Kick-off event Sunday

October 3rd

What’s Next: The Public Phase of the Campaign:

The following wonderful folks have volunteered to visit many of our church families regarding their pledges for
the campaign: Jeff Clausen, Doug Hanna, Mindy Hoge, Jeannine Keedy, Sharon Kirby, Bill Ladd, Gail Martin, Sue
Mascioli, Lane McDonough, Myriam Jennings, Ken Pierce, Bill & Gwyn Ramage, Ric Ripley, Wayne Szretter, John
Weagraff.One of these visitors will call or email you to arrange an in-person visit, Zoom or phone call and can
answer any further questions you might have about the projects or campaign.  

These visits will take place in October, or early November at the latest. They will ask you to prayerfully consider
your pledge and provide you with a pledge card that you will fill out and give to the visitor during your meeting or
return by mail if on Zoom. These sealed envelopes will then be delivered back to the church office and campaign
treasurer in confidence. 

 For families that we are not able to visit – they will be receiving a letter with all the pertinent information and
pledge card to return to the church. These letters will be mailed in Mid-October.

These are indeed exciting times for our church family!

With FAITH in our FUTURE, it is OUR TURN to:

RESTORE and RENEW our historic building, an iconic landmark at Natick’s crossroads; 

RECLAIM our worship space filling it with new energy, accessibility, and flexibility;

RE-ENGAGE with our larger community by opening our doors and welcoming in new opportunities for
collaboration and use of our space; and

RECOMMIT to our faith and our shared missions of welcome, inclusion, and social justice.

Our visitors look forward to meeting with you so that you can be a part of the Faith in Our Future Campaign!  Be on
the lookout for a phone call, Email or letter!
 
Faithfully,
           Campaign Co-chairs Gail Martin and Doug Hanna



FAITH IN OUR FUTURE
by David Coulter

 
The sky was bright that day
      in 1651
When Sassamon, Waban and Eliot started
A Christian community in Natick.

The sky was dark that day 
     in 1675
When the people of faith were removed from Natick
And sent to die on Deer Island.

The sky was bright that day
     In 1800
When the Christian community moved the church north
And created the First Church in Natick.

The sky was dark that day
     In 1874
With smoke from the fire that consumed their church building
And melted the steeple bell.

The sky was bright that day
     In 1876
When worship resumed in their beautiful new church
Dedicated to the mission of God.

The sky was dark that day
     In 1941
But wartime blackouts could not conceal
The power of love over evil.

The sky was bright that day
     In 2003
When First Church Natick affirmed by its covenant
That it is open and welcoming to all.

May the sky be bright today and tomorrow
     In our renewed and restored church
As we engage and commit to pursuing God’s mission
And proceed with faith in our future. 

For “Through many troubles, toils and joys
We have already come.
‘Twas grace that brought us here thus far
And grace will lead us on.”

 



Join us under the tent at FCN on the third Thursday of the month at 12pm for a chance to catch up with one
another. All are welcome.    Our gathering is subject to the weather so be on the lookout for updates and we will
hope for sunny skies!

 

Lunch Bunch Returns!

Social Justice & Environmental Action

Environmental Action Sunday: Solar / Clean Heat Challenge 
Sunday, October 24 @ noon with Jillian Wilson-Martin (via Zoom)

Learn how the Town of Natick is participating in the Metrowest Solar + Clean Heat Challenge. Jillian Wilson-
Martin will present everything you need to know about solar and heat exchange units and how your family can
join in the effort to reach the Net-Zero goal in Natick.

AND

Environmental Action Sunday: Electric Vehicles
Sunday, November 14 @ noon with Sharon Kirby

Join Sharon Kirby in this overview of environmentally friendly cars--cars that use less fuel or are all electric.
We'll look at what those cars are and how they’re different from gas cars/internal combustion engines. This is
great information if you're in the market for buying a new car or just want to see what's new and improved!
There will be plenty of time for discussion and questions.



Faith Exploration

Hayes Parlor Bible Study 
First Thursday of the month @ 2PM - beginning October 7
We will explore the Gospel of John with the Listen Up! Bible Study series. This Bible study encourages us to listen to
the Bible, listen to your own questions and responses, and listen to the honest sharing among participants in the
group. Join us in the Hayes Parlor.

Prayer Shawl Knitting Circle 
Second Friday of the month @ 7PM - Beginning October 8
The Prayer Shawl Ministry combines the care and love of knitting into a prayerful ministry that reaches out to those
in need of comfort and solace. Healing prayers are knitted into shawls and blankets and given to those during
illness, recovery, at times of loss or in times of joy. We will celebrate our Prayer Shawl Sunday this year on
November 14.

Meditation and Prayer Circle
Thursdays @ 6:45PM with Linda Champion via Zoom 
These quiet, contemplative sessions will last around 40 minutes, beginning with  an opening centering prayer,
followed by a devotional reading, a sharing of prayer requests, and about 15 minutes of silence,  and a closing
centering prayer.

We Make the Road by Walking
Sunday mornings @ 9AM with Sarallyn Keller   Click here to sign up
We will use the book of this title by Brian McLaren in a year-long quest to seek a fresh way to experience and
practice our faith. If you're a long-term Christian seeking new vitality, or if you feel out of place in traditional church
circles, this group will inspire and activate you in your spiritual journey through rich study, interactive learning, and
personal growth.

Antiracism Circle
Mondays @ 7:00PM  - Five-week session, beginning October 18   Click here to sign up 
Are you ready to get uncomfortable? If you are prepared to roll up your sleeves and do some 
serious reflection to align what you profess to value with your actual practice of antiracist 
action, this is the small group for you. We will use the book, ‘Me and White Supremacy’ by 
Layla Saad to guide us on a journey to explore and un- pack our relationship with white supremacy. This will at
times be a very personal journey, but you will also have a group of loving, hopeful, real people with you on this trek,
to expand your intellectual and emotional understanding of racism and white supremacy within a circle. 

Pub Theology 
Most fourth Wednesdays of the month @ 7:30PM  - Beginning October 27
Some of the most important moments in the history of the church took place in a pub!The tradition continues with
“God on Tap.” The format is simple – beverages, munchies, conversation and God. Everything is up for discussion.
The more opinions the better! Seating is limited. Watch for pub locations in the weekly bulletins, LINK, and Good
Word Newsletter.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B48ACAF2CABF85-wemake
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B48ACAF2CABF85-antiracism
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B48ACAF2CABF85-antiracism


Mental Health Series

Youth Mental Health First Aid
Saturday, November 6 @ 9am - 1pm via Zoom   Click here to sign up
In this 2-day virtual workshop you will learn how to identify, understand, and respond to signs of mental illness and
substance use disorders in youth. This training gives adults the skills they need to reach out and provide initial
support to children and teens who may be developing a mental health or substance use problem and connect them to
the appropriate care.  There is required prework for this session.  The sign-up deadline is October 29.

Gun Violence Vigil & Forum
Wednesday, December 15 @ 7PM with Moms Demand Action 
Each December we remember those lives lost to gun violence in our country and we call for common sense gun
legislation to reduce the harm to our families and communities. Join us on the Front Porch for a candlelight vigil to
remember those lives, especially those killed this year. Following the brief outdoor vigil, we will move inside for a
discussion of the impact of gun violence in our lives facilitated by ‘Moms Demand Action’.

Just for Fun
Lunch Bunch 
Third Thursday of the month @ 12:00PM 
Everybody is welcome at “Lunch Bunch!” Just bring along a brown bag lunch. There is no particular agenda – just
a great group of people, great goodies and great conversation. 

First Church Book Group
Various dates - next book group will meet on October 30 @ 11am at Elm Bank
The First Church Book Group gathers together to discuss books from a variety of genres, both fiction and non-
fiction. The group is always looking for great book recommendations. All are welcome to join in the conversation,
whether you had time to read the book or not! 

Watch the LINK for more details.

Family Hikes
Last Saturday of the month @10:00AM - next on October 30 at Medfield State Hospital  Grounds 
Come explore a variety of local hiking trails with us. Dogs and children welcome too! Watch the LINK weekly email for
details on locations and meet-up spots.
 
Blessing of the Animals
Saturday, October 2 @ Noon
We will PAWS on the front steps of the church to em-BARK on this celebration. Bring your beloved pet, stuffed animal,
or even a picture of a beloved animal for this PURR-fect opportunity to give thanks to God for the comfort and joy they
give us each day. The brief blessing service will be followed by pet treats and cider and donuts, depending on your
preference! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B48ACAF2CABF85-youth


Just for Fun

Silent Movie Night
Saturday, October 30 @ 7PM
In this classic MGM silent film from 1926, the demon Mephisto has a bet with an Archangel that he can corrupt a
righteous man's soul and destroy in him what is divine. If he succeeds, the Devil will win dominion over earth. Feel
the plot's twists and turn as the amazing Rob Humpreville improvises the movie "soundtrack" on our grand piano in
the sanctuary, on the spot as the plot unfolds. Experience time before the "talkies". It is a great Halloween family
night out!  Help spread the word around town! 

Saturday Dinner with Chef Bob
Second Saturday of the month @ 6PM -  Next dinner is on November 13
An evening of excellent food - with a different menu each month, you may eat in or pick up your meal to take
home. 

Natick History Night with Steve Evers
Friday, November 12 @ 7PM
Our Curator and historian, Steve Evers, will present an overview of First Church as it was founded and as it
changed as did Natick over the past 370 years. Historic maps, woodcuts and photos help to tell the many stories
of our past.  Learn more about the amazing stories that have shaped our church and enjoy some refreshments
and conversation with those who live here now. Adults only.

Living Creche and Caroling with Brass Ensemble
Sunday, November 28 @ 3:30PM
Our Living Creche has become a town event! Families in the area come back year after year. It’s fun, it’s easy and
it’s the reason for the season – just a quick costume change and you can be the Word made flesh! You won’t
want to miss the brass quintet and carols on the front porch either! We will close with the lighting of the first
Advent Candle at dusk.



WELCOME HOME BROCHURE UPCOMING DATES



SOAR Natick - Purple Flags returned to
the front lawn

The purple flags were on the lawn of the our church early September to represent
the number of Massachusetts residents who lost their life the prior year from an

overdose. The Red flags represent lives lost in any year to substance use and can
be personalized.  

 
Saturday October 30th from 12pm-2pm the Halloween parades will march around downtown Natick.
We'll be handing out candy to the children as they make their way in front of First Church so come on

down and join in the fun!!!
 

IF YOU DARE!!!!!
 

It's ALIVE!!!!! 
That's right - SPOOKTACULAR IS BACK!!!!

 



Since its founding, Family Promise Metrowest has relied on an extensive network
of congregations to provide shelter, meals, and companionship for families facing
homelessness. The organization is in the process of switching from a rotation
model (before COVID, families used to sleep at a different congregation each week)
to a “static site” model where families will reside at what is currently the Day
Center. In order to make this happen the Day Center will need to undergo some
upgrades but it is hoped that families can begin staying there next Spring. 

As the organization transitions to this “static site” shelter model, they are envisioning the roles that our congregation
and others will play in supporting families in shelter, and in the LIFE and SAIL programs. As these roles become clearer,
I will share more information. Last month volunteers from our congregation provided food and supplies for a “pantry” at
the day center where families from all three programs can obtain items they need. Our congregation will do this again
in December but until then there are three ways that you can support Family Promise right now. If you have any
questions, please feel free to reach out to Chris Gentry, jcmsgentry@gmail.com

Savers Fundrive Thursday, November 11 , starting at 10:00am and continuing until the truck is full. Bring
clothing, coats, shoes, wallets, handbags, and household textiles such as bedding, curtains etc. Pull up
to the Day Center on South Avenue, pop open your trunk and volunteers from the 
National Charity League will unload your car for you.

Save the Date: Keeping the Promise, an evening of inspirational stories and music:Saturday, December 4, 7:00
pm live streamed on You Tube Life. The musicians this year are fabulous! There will also be a silent auction online
opening Friday, November 19 for bidding.

 

Items are needed for the Silent Auction for Keeping the Promise. Please reach
out to Chris at jcmsgentry@gmail.com if you would like to see a list of suggested

basket and item donations. 
 

mailto:jcmsgentry@gmail.com


Guatemala Partnership Updates
By Jeff Clausen

COVID-Vaccines Arrive in Santa María Tzejá!

In early July the Biden-Harris administration donated 1.5M doses of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine to Guatemala. The
vaccines were part of the administration’s allocation plan to donate 55 million vaccines globally. The vaccines were
shipped in a plane equipped with cold storage and then housed in special freezers in Guatemala City that were also
donated by the U.S. Government. One of the terms for Guatemala’s use of the vaccines was that they be targeted to
rural areas of the country. 

Fast forward a few weeks later to mid-July and adult residents of Santa María Tzejá began receiving the Moderna
vaccine. A wonderful thing! Below are a few photos of the donated vaccines being administrated in Santa María Tzejá.



Guatemala Partnership Updates Continued
By Jeff Clausen

Guatemala Partnership Yard Sale Update
On September 18th, the Guatemala Partnership held its annual Yard Sale to raise funds to support education and
development in Santa María Tzejá. This was the Yard Sale’s 30th year and it turned out to be one of our biggest yard
sales yet, with many from First Church Natick donating items and volunteering to help with set up.  
On the day of the event there was a wonderful turnout and the spirit of both volunteers and shoppers was amazing!
We found many new happy homes for your donated items, and in doing so, raised over $5,235.00 to support
education and development in Santa Maria Tzeja! 

The Yard Sale was a wonderful success, but also a very meaningful one, as 100% of the funds raised directly support
the people of Santa María Tzejá and their dreams for a brighter future for their community and for their youth. 

Guatemala Partnership’s 68th Delegation
While some vaccines have arrived in Santa María Tzejá, the partnership’s traditional August delegation to Santa Maria
Tzejá was postponed to early October due to an outbreak of COVID-19 in the community. Since delegations, whether
virtual or in-person, involve multiple committees in the village working and meeting together, leaders of the
Partnership and Santa María Tzejá agreed that postponement was in everyone’s best interest. It was also determined
that this would give more people in the community time to get vaccinated before gathering in groups. 

The Guatemala Partnership’s 68th delegation connecting with the community in Santa María Tzejá is scheduled from
October 3-10, 2021. These visits have occurred continuously since 1987. The on-line meetings in October will offer
opportunities to discuss current needs with many of the community committees including the Middle School, Health
Committee, Computer Center, and Scholarship Committee. Following the delegation meetings in October, we will be
scheduling an on-line report back and providing other opportunities for engagement. 
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