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Endow a Chair!
Endowing a chair is big bucks in university circles, but at First Church Natick, it just might 
be something that fits within your budget and gives you the chance to help us show our 
colors – and even highlight a celebration of your own.
Here’s the deal.  For the last few years, the summer face of the “Front Porch” at First 
Church Natick has been our rainbow of Adirondack chairs, which get pulled into different 
configurations for outdoor coffee hours and summer events, as well as being enjoyed by 
neighbors and folks passing by.  These Adirondack chairs are even featured on our church 
tee shirts.  Our chairs are really a perfect symbol of what we are about – proudly proclaim-
ing our rainbow welcome and our commitment to engage actively with our town and our 
region.  
It’s time for an upgrade and to add to our collection of Adirondack chairs with chairs that 
are made from that new composite resin material that looks and feels like wood but that is 
wind and weather resistant. We are wondering if we had some people who would like to 
fund a chair for our Front Porch.  We could even add a dedication plaque if there is some-
thing or someone you would like to celebrate.
They aren’t cheap, but the price tag is worth it.  Having heavier chairs would allow us to 
leave them out on the porch all the time, instead of stacking them up.  Unfortunately, the 
wind has a habit of carrying our plastic chairs into the intersection, which is undesirable for 
any number of reasons.  And the sun both fades them and deteriorates the plastic.
The composite chairs run about $300.  We are currently researching suppliers to find the 
best product for the best price, but since this is the last Good Word before fall, we wanted to 
see who might be interested in “endowing” a whole chair or a share of a chair.  
Over time, we hope to acquire the whole rainbow, but we can start small!  So let me know 
if we can add you to the list of chair “endowers.”  Start thinking about what you want to 
celebrate with your dedication plaque and we’ll get back to you as soon as we are ready to 
swing into action.
Maybe your chair could even be your guaranteed seating for Art Walk?
It’s great to be back!  



Our Tree of Life
Congratulations to our college graduates – Michaela Fusaro, 
Andy Hanna and Andrew Stone:

Michaela graduated Cum Laude from West-
field State University with a Bachelor  of Sci-
ence in Environmental Science and a minor 
in Geography and Regional Planning.  She 
also has a Certificate in Geographic Infor-
mation Systems. This summer, Michaela is 
returning for her fifth year as a Teacher Natu-

ralist at Drumlin Farm Summer Camp.  She will be looking 
for an internship or full-time job for the fall.

Andy graduated from Worcester 
State University with a degree in 
psychology, including minors in 
both sociology and philosophy.  
He is currently working part-
time at the Lancaster location of 

the Robert F. Kennedy Children’s Action Corps, a residential 
facility for at-risk youth, where he had also interned previ-
ously, while he considers options for graduate studies.

Andrew graduated Magna Cum 
Laude from Brown University with 
a B.A. in Philosophy.  He will pur-
sue his Ph.D. studies in Philosophy 
at the University of Chicago later 
this summer. 

Congratulations to our Natick high school graduates – Gabi 
Dixon, Joanna Gentile, Tim Ramstrom, Tyler  Sundsted, and 
Victor Shi: 

Gabi will be attending Ithaca College.  Joanna will be at-
tending Central Connecticut State University and pursuing a 
degree in Early Childhood Education.  Tim will be attending 
Worcester State University, Tyler will be attending Bentley 
University and pursuing a degree in business, and Victor has 
joined the U.S. Marine Corps and will be leaving for basic 
training at Paris Island at the end of June.

Congratulations to Liz Hanna who completed 
her masters at Yale Divinity School as one of 
the first graduates of the Religion and Ecolo-
gy program.  After graduation she headed off 
to Spain to sing with the Yale Choral group 
and then to France to see some churches and 

Gabi Dixon Joanna Gentile Tyler Sundsted Victor Shi

the French countryside.  She’s currently exploring options 
in the New England area in which to apply her newfound 
learnings.

We also congratulate Alex Guest, who re-
ceived a Masters of Education degree in Cur-
riculum and Instruction in Science Education 
from the University of Washington on June 
9th.  One of her projects for her degree fo-
cused on honeybees, and she is now the proud 
mother to a bee hive in her sister’s back yard 
in Seattle.  Honey is in the future!

June 3rd was a big day for our congregation.  During wor-
ship, we celebrated those who have been members of our 
congregation for more than 25 years.  This year Eric Carriker 
joined this distinguished list.  
75+ Years: Barbara Hayes (76)
50 or More Years
Rhoda Bayley (71)    Margaret Carter (59) Alva Chapin (59)  
 Laura Gobron (59)   Connie Sullivan (58) Linda Champion 
(53) Lorraine Oakes (51)
25 or More Years
Neill Osgood (49), Grace Osgood (49), Janet Blanchard (48),
Bob Sniffin (45), Jean Sniffin (45), Pam Lathwood (44),
Deb Evers (37), Steve Evers (37) , Ron DeVincent (35)
Brightie DeVincent (35), Carolyn Cheever (33), Corky 
Williams (33), John Weagraff (33), Dick Hayes (32), Anna 
Hayes (32),  Jan Abrahamsen (30), Per Abrahamsen (30), 
Gail Martin (30), Stacie Dowling (28), John Milton (28), 
Rhonda Mulloy (28)  Amy Foley (27), Neal Foley (27), Lynn 
Carriker (27), Greg Magarie (27), Lane McDonough (27), 
Kirsten McDonough (27), Jeanette Szretter (26), Wayne 
Szretter (26), Sarallyn Keller (26), Eric Carriker (25).
On June 3rd, we welcomed six wonderful confirmands to 
full membership in our church as we celebrated a service of 
confirmation in which their parents and mentors also par-
ticipated.  It was the culmination of a year of preparation, as 
well as a time apart during a pilgrimage at Brookwoods in 
NH.  On display during worship on June 3rd were the glass 
ornaments that they had blown during pilgrimage and a 
handblown bowl tor the gluten free wafers to be used when 
we celebrate communion.

Confirmands left to right: Maya Martinez, Lola Basiliere, Nicole Sivak, 
Tara Sivak, Maeve Ramstrom, Shannon Foley
 



Also on June 3rd, Nicole and 
Tara Sivak were baptized, making 
for themselves the promises of 
baptism that were made on behalf 
of the other confirmands by their 
parents and godparents when they 
were baptized as young children.

On June 10th, we welcomed Zoey Joanna 
Bergstrom in the sacrament of baptism.  
Zoey’s parents are Carl Bergstrom and Sara 
Abrahamsen and her godparents are Joe and 
Bethany Runnels.  Among the gathered family 
and friends were the familiar faces of Zoey’s 
grandparents, Per and Jan Abrahamsen.

On June 17th, we welcomed Alexander Hal-
lowell Martin, Jr. in the sacrament of baptism.  
AJ’s parents are Alex and Alison Martin and 
his godparents are Thomas and Meaghan 
Martin.  AJ’s cousins, Henry and Matilda, 
helped get the water ready for the baptism.  
AJ had many family and friends in attendance, including his 
grandmothers, Gail Martin and Carolyn Cheever.  

We welcome Jasper Stearns Martin to the 
world!  He was born on June 7th at 5:15 AM 
weighing 7lbs 15 oz and measuring 20” long.  
The proud parents are Jessamyn and Andrew 
Martin.

Congratulations to our former student minister 
and interim assistant minister, Jason Boyd.  
Jason was just called to serve First Congrega-
tional Church in Rock Springs, WY.  

On June 3rd, Lorraine Oakes celebrated a big 
birthday with her family, but all her friends at 
First Church added their best wishes for Lorraine 
during worship for great year ahead.

Many from our congregation joined the 
friends and family and colleagues and 
students and neighbors of Susan Setta as 
we gathered to celebrate her life and her 
many gifts on May 19th.  In addition to 
her position as a professor of philoso-
phy and religion for the last 40 years at 
Northeastern University, Susan served as the Choir Director 
at First Church Natick since 2002 and was a driving musical 
force in Natick in many ways that extended far beyond her 
official role.  She continued to conduct her choir until only a 
few months before her death.  She died at home the day after 
Mother’s Day on May 14th.  We hold especially John and 
Geoff in our hearts and prayers.
Our prayer surround Janet Levesque and her family.  Janet’s 
father, Jay Bishop died after a brief illness on May 19th.  Jay 
was a long-time member and elder at Katonah Presbyterian 
Church.  Among his many talents, he loved classical music 

and sang in the church choir, the Master Singers of West-
chester County and the choral group, The Pondoliers.  Fam-
ily and friends gathered to celebrate his life at his church on 
May 26, 2018.
Our prayers also hold Kristine Weddle and her family.  Kris-
tine’s stepfather, Bill Balcom died on May 14th.  His wife, 
Lydia, who was Kristine’s mother, recently passed away in 
October.  Family and friends gathered to celebrate his life 
on May 17th at Everett’s.  He was laid to rest at Glenwood 
Cemetery.

Natick Center ArtWalk 
Thursday, July 19 @ 5:00 PM
Natick Center Cultural District’s ArtWalk is celebrating its 
11th season!  More than 60 artists will be stationed outside 
local businesses and studios in Natick Center to share their 
work with the public during ArtWalk on Thursday, July 20th 
from 5:00 to 8:00 PM, or until dusk.
Join us for downtown’s 
largest summer arts 
festival featuring paint-
ers, photographers, 
potters, jewelry-makers, 
quilters, glass artists and 
mixed media artists who 
will show and sell their 
work in conjunction with 
many of the center’s 
businesses. Washington 
Street in Natick Center 
will also be closed dur-
ing the event for outdoor 
dining and local restau-
rants will be selling food 
in booths set up on the street.
Located at the crossroads of routes 27 and 135, Natick 
Center Cultural District’s quaint downtown offers the ideal 
setting for this annual outdoor festival. Over 8 local bands, 
musicians, and dances will be performing around Natick 
Center.  Artists will be exhibiting their work outside busi-
nesses, studios and galleries throughout the Center including 
from South Main St., Main St., South Ave., Court St., Sum-
mer St., Washington St., Pond St., Central St. and Adams St.
This FREE event offers visitors a chance to stroll through the 
Natick Center Cultural District, enjoying the lively, family 
friendly atmosphere and a wide variety of arts festivities. At 
8:30 PM, a special projection event entitled “Electric Pil-
grim” will take place on Summer St.
This event is rain or shine.



New Summer Reading in Our 
Church Library
Over my sabbatical, I had an opportunity to explore some 
fascinating books on the Climate Crisis.  Here are some titles 
recently added to the church library in the vestry that you 
might want to add to your summer reading list.  In addition, 
we have added some new titles that raise awareness about 
human sex trafficking and its impact even in communities 
like our own.  Please sign out these books and return them 
within 2 to 3 weeks so that others can have a chance to bor-
row them this summer!
Don’t Even Think About It: Why Our Brains Are Wired to 
Ignore Climate Change 
by George Marshall
Most of us recognize that climate change is real, and yet 
we do nothing to stop it. What is this psychological mecha-
nism that allows us to know something is true but act as if 
it is not?  George Marshall’s search for the answers brings 
him face to face with Nobel Prize-winning psychologists 
and the activists of the Texas Tea Party; the world’s leading 
climate scientists and the people who denounce them; liberal 
environmentalists and conservative evangelicals. What he 
discovered is that our values, assumptions, and prejudices 
can take on lives of their own, gaining authority as they are 
shared, dividing people in their wake. 
This Changes Everything: Capitalism vs. the Climate
by Naomi Klein
In This Changes Everything, Naomi Klein argues that 
climate change isn’t just another issue to be neatly filed be-
tween taxes and health care.  It’s an alarm that calls us to fix 
an economic system that is already failing us in many ways.  
Klein meticulously builds the case for how massively reduc-
ing our greenhouse emissions is our best chance to simulta-
neously reduce gaping inequalities, re-imagine our broken 
democracies, and rebuild our gutted local economies. She 
exposes the ideological desperation of the climate-change 
deniers, the messianic delusions of the would-be geoen-
gineers, and the tragic defeatism of too many mainstream 
green initiatives.  And she demonstrates precisely why the 
market has not—and cannot—fix the climate crisis, but will 
instead make things worse, with ever more extreme and 
ecologically damaging extraction methods, accompanied by 
rampant disaster capitalism.
The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History
by Elizabeth Kolbert.
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize, one of the New York Times 
Book Reviews 10 Best Books of the Year, a New York Times 
Best Seller, a National Book Critics Circle Award Finalist.  A 
major book about the future of the world, blending intellec-
tual and natural history and field reporting into a powerful 
account of the mass extinction unfolding before our eyes.

Great Tide Rising: Towards Clarity and Moral Courage in 
a Time of Planetary Change 
by Kathleen Dean Moore
Philosopher and nature essayist Kathleen Dean Moore takes 
on the essential questions: Why is it wrong to wreck the 
world? What is our obligation to the future? What is the 
transformative power of moral resolve? How can clear think-
ing stand against the lies and illogic that batter the chances 
for positive change? What are useful answers to the recurring 
questions of a storm-threatened time – What can anyone do? 
Is there any hope? And always this: What stories and ideas 
will lift people who deeply care, inspiring them to move 
forward with clarity and moral courage?
What We Think About When We Try Not to Think About 
Global Warming: Toward a New Psychology of Climate 
Action 
by Per Espen Stoknes
Why does knowing more mean believing―and doing―less? 
The more facts that pile up about global warming, the greater 
the resistance to them grows, making it harder to enact 
measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and prepare 
communities for the inevitable change ahead.  It is a catch-22 
that starts, says psychologist and economist Per Espen 
Stoknes, from an inadequate understanding of the way most 
humans think, act, and live in the world around them. With 
dozens of examples―from the private sector to government 
agencies―Stoknes shows how to retell the story of climate 
change and, at the same time, create positive, meaningful ac-
tions that can be supported even by deniers.
Climate Church, Climate World: How People of Faith 
Must Work for Change 
by Rev. Jim Antal
Climate Church, Climate World argues that climate change 
is the greatest moral challenge humanity has ever faced. 
Hunger, refugees, poverty, inequality, deadly viruses, war—
climate change multiplies all forms of global social injustice. 
Environmental leader Reverend Jim Antal presents a com-
pelling case that it’s time for the church to meet this moral 
challenge, just as the church addressed previous moral chal-
lenges. Antal calls for the church to embrace a new vocation 
so that future generations might live in harmony with God’s 
creation.
An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power - Your Action 
Handbook to Learn the Science, Find Your Voice, and Help 
Solve the Climate Crisis  
by Al Gore
A New York Times best seller.  The follow-up to the #1 New 
York Times bestselling An Inconvenient Truth and compan-
ion to Gore’s new documentary, An Inconvenient Sequel: 
Truth to Power, this new book is a daring call to action.  
It exposes the reality of how humankind has aided in the 
destruction of our planet and delivers hope through ground-
breaking information on what you can do now.



And two new books on human sex 
trafficking:
Paid For: My Journey through Prostitution
by Rachel Moran
Rachel’s experience was one of violence, loneli-
ness, and relentless exploitation and abuse. Her 
story reveals the emotional cost of selling your 
body night after night in order to survive – loss of 
innocence, loss of self-worth and loss of connection 
to mainstream society, which makes it all the more 
difficult to escape the world of prostitution.  Paid 
For reveals the raw reality behind prevailing myths 
about sex work.
Girls Like Us: Fighting for a World Where Girls 
Are Not for Sale 
by Rachel Lloyd
Rachel Lloyd’s riveting survivor story is the true 
tale of her hard-won escape from the commercial 
sex industry and her bold founding of GEMS, New 
York City’s Girls Education and Mentoring Ser-
vice, to help countless other young girls escape “the 
life.”  Lloyd’s unflinchingly honest memoir is a 
powerful and unforgettable story of inhuman abuse, 
enduring hope, and the promise of redemption.

Enjoy summer breezes 
with some new friends!
Our next Family Promise host week 
begins July 22nd  
If you have volunteered during one of our Family 
Promise hosting weeks, you know that it is amaz-
ing to see how our relatively simple efforts can re-
ally help people turn their lives around and get back 
on track to make a new beginning for their families.  
Thanks to the many volunteers from the wider 
Natick community and from our own congrega-
tion who made it possible to turn classrooms into a 
place called home for our FPM guests in April.
Our next hosting week begins on July 22nd.  That 
means that we will be able to spread our families 
out a little into our preschool classrooms, which 
are not in use over the summer.  Perhaps it also 
means that your schedule will be a little lighter 
and will allow you to volunteer to pick up respon-
sibility for one of the many manageable jobs that 
make Family Promise such a success.  Sign up 
online at https://tinyurl.com/ycvh2mr4.  Or you 
can contact the church office for more information 
(admin@firstchurchnatick.org).  

Updates on the Family Promise 
MetroWest Families
Families in Shelter
FPM is happy to report that they have a full house and the families are 
loving the new Day Center on Mulligan Street!
The newest family, a mom, her six-year-old son, and her three-year-old 
daughter, recently entered shelter. Mom has already started driving and 
ESL lessons and is looking for a full-time job in the area. Her son is 
finishing up kindergarten, while her daughter will start day care once 
mom is working.
Another recent addition to the program, a mom and her two sons, 
entered the shelter in April.  Mom works as a home health aide, but is 
looking to renew her cosmetology license and get back to a career as a 
hair dresser.  Her older son is in the 3rd grade and her younger son just 
started in a local day care.
The third family includes a mom who is currently working full-time 
as a documentation specialist, but is looking for new employment to 
increase her income. She is also in the process of applying for a fellow-
ship program to further her education and job prospects. Her daugh-
ter is in the 1st grade and enjoying summer camp at the MetroWest 
YMCA.
The fourth family is a mom and her three children, who have been in 
the FPM program since the beginning of February.  Mom has a great 
full-time job and also recently applied to a local community college to 
start classes this fall.  Her son just turned eleven and is in the 5th grade; 
her five-year-old daughter is learning how to read and enrolling in kin-
dergarten this fall; and her one-year-old son is in day care and working 
hard on toilet training!

News from the Transitional Living Families
Luz and her daughter are settled into their new home. She is loving the 
freedom of having a license and her own car in order to get to work.
Erika and her kids are loving life in their new apartment. She recently 
started a new full-time job as a switchboard operator at a local univer-
sity and her kids were looking forward to the end of the school year.
Jessica recently started a new medical assistant job closer to home and 
with great benefits. Her son is excited to attend a summer program at 
their local Boys & Girls club.
Melissa is excited to report that this spring she was able to save enough 
money to buy a car and enjoy a nice vacation with her kids. Her chil-
dren have fun camps and jobs planned for the summer.
Mona and her boys are loving their new house. She continues to work 
full-time, but in her free time she is she enjoying working on her yard 
and taking ESL classes.  Her boys are doing great in school and look-
ing forward to summer break.

LIFE Program Family Highlights
LaSylvia continues to work and save as she and her daughter prepare 
for the summer ahead.  Congratulations to Kristin for recently complet-
ing the Boston Marathon!



Donations for the Natick
Food Pantry
Most of you know we have collection bins at the church 
for the Natick Food Pantry.  If you regularly put items 
in the bins, thank you!  But if you tend to forget or bring 
in things only for special events like the Thanksgiving 
In-gathering, here’s a idea to use regularly.  Pick a type of 
item you buy regularly for yourself –– cereal, for example. 
Then watch for sales. Periodically there is a big display, 
say “2 for $5”, of some brand of cereal. When you see 
sales like this, buy a few extras for the Food Pantry. Then 
just put them directly in the bin at the supermarket; most of 
our local markets have these bins. Easy!

Current Food Pantry needs
Summertime can be challenging for many families that 
qualify for the free lunch program offered at public 
schools, but don’t have this “blessing” during the summer. 
Please make a point of donating non-perishable foods, 
personal care items and cleaning products.  Just put your 
donations in the wicker baskets marked “Food Pantry” in 
the front and side lobbies of the church.  FCC volunteers 
pick up our donations regularly and deliver them to the 
Food Pantry. Needed are:

• Healthy cereals
• Meals in a box (Hamburger Helper, Rice-a-Roni, etc.)
• Juices (not apple)
• Soups (chicken noodle, clam chowder, any Progresso 

brand soup)
• Personal care items (shampoo, creams, soap, tooth-

paste, toothbrushes, floss, etc.)
• Baby items (baby wipes, diapers, etc.)
• Coffee/tea 
• Children’s snacks (individual size)
• Household items (cleaning supplies, toilet paper, tis-

sues, paper towels, etc.)
• Blue Natick trash bags

Celebrating our 
“Coming of Age” youth

We celebrated with our 
youth who have turned 
13 this year with a break-
fast where their families 
gathered to celebrate the 
wonderful, amazing young 
people they are!  The 
breakfast was followed by 
a Coming of Age Celebra-
tion in the worship ser-
vice for two of our teens 
– Regan Foley and Peter 
Rodriguez.  We heard their 
parents and the congrega-
tion and finally the other 
youth recognize them and 
promise to support them on 

their journey.  The Coming of Age teens left their parents and 
went to join the other youth in a symbolic representation of 
how their lives are expanding beyond their families. We are 
proud to know these young people and look forward to being 
witnesses to their journey to adulthood.
 Reagan Foley: I hit 13 years young on December 8th, making 
me an ‘04.  I live right down the street in Natick Center with 
my Mom, Dad, sister, brother (who will be back from college 
in a week), and our goldendoodle, Hobie.  Surprisingly I have 
found Spanish to be my friend during 7th grade at Wilson 
Middle; I feel that talking in a language that some people don’t 
know is cool.  I have now also shifted gears from ice to the 
field playing both baseball and soccer, as well as an occasional 
18 holes with my dad.  I love to hangout with my friends, 
whether it’s at practice, Park Street, or just walking in the 
halls.  Over the summer I plan to do plenty of camps, with my 
friends of course, that include theme parks, rafting, and go cart 
races.  Most off all though, I look forward to going up to our 
lake house in Suisvalle, up the neck of Lake Winnipesaukee in 
New Hampshire.  There I can hangout with people who are not 
only my friends, but my family.  I’m not really sure what year 
13 will have in store for me, but I plan to take on whatever it’s 
got, and I know God and this church will be at my side through 
it all.
Peter Rodriquez
I just turned 13 on Wednesday, which was coincidentally the 
13th anniversary of when my parents Lynn and Pedro started 
coming to this church.  I have a sister named Maya and a dog 
named Max.  I love playing soccer and basketball and closely 
follow and stay up on the statistics of college and professional 
teams, as well.  I am very active with both my school and town 
drama clubs, as I like to act and sing.  I have enjoyed my youth 
group experience over the last year and look forward to what is 
next to come.

Peter Rodriguez (L), Regan Foley (R)



Eisenmenger Trail Anniversary Hike
On May 20th, a 
great group from 
our congregation 
and from the town 
gathered on the 
Common to begin 
the 10th Anniver-
sary Hike of the 
Eisenmenger Trails, 

one of the longest trails in the Natick Trail system.  It runs 
through a variety of landscapes from Coolidge Hill, follow-
ing easements through neighborhoods, through woods and 
marshes ending up by the Natick Organic Farm.  The trail 
was dedicated in honor of decades of work by our own Bob 
Eisenmenger to preserve and create ways to enjoy the won-
derful open spaces in this town.  Ten years ago when the trail 
was first opened, Bob walked it with us.  Seeing the beauty 
of the land his work created, it was clear that his spirit was 
still with us watching people of all ages enjoying the space 
together.
If you would like information about the trail so that you might 
enjoy it for yourself over the summer, contact the church of-
fice (508-653-0971 or admin@firstchurchnatick.org). 

New Mindfulness-Based 
Recovery Program
Weekly, beginning Wednesday, July 11th
Common Street Spiritual Center has launched a new Mind-
ful Recovery Group, envisioned and led by Fotios Mpouris, 
a mindfulness-based recovery coach and friend of the Spiri-
tual Center.
Fotios combines mindfulness, meditation, fitness, and art to 
help people establish a personalized mindfulness practice for 
their successful recovery. He believes that recovery is in fact 
awesome, and that when you start to practice change, your 
successful recovery will follow.  
Beginning on Wednesday night, July 11th, Fotios will be 
facilitating a weekly Mindful Recovery Group at the Spiritual 
Center (7:00-9:00 PM in the Meditation Room). This group 
will provide a space in which people who are in recovery 
from Substance Use Disorder are given new tools to reflect 
about their patterns of thinking, feeling, and acting, and to 
choose to live differently.  
Much of the work of recovery is becoming aware of how 
we have been conditioned to respond to pain and trauma. 
Through mindful self-exploration we can re-condition our-
selves to new possibilities.  
If you have any questions about this new Mindful Recovery 
Group, or if you or someone you know might like to partici-
pate, please contact Fotios at fotiosmpouris@gmail.com. 

In recent weeks The Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer, General 
Minister & President United Church of Christ and more than 
twenty religious leaders from a diverse array of faith traditions, 
including Episcopalian, Lutheran, Mennonite, Reform Jewish, 
and Islamic congregations,  issued a statement urging the 
government to change course “separating families and crimi-
nally prosecuting all people who enter the U.S. without 
previous authorization.”
The statement from these inter-faith leaders continued as fol-
lows: “We affirm the family as a foundational societal structure 
to support human community and understand the household as 
an estate blessed by God. The security of the family provides 
critical mental, physical and emotional support to the develop-
ment and well-being of children…Tearing children away from 
parents who have made a dangerous journey to provide a safe 
and sufficient life for them is unnecessarily cruel and detrimen-
tal to the well-being of parents and children. As we continue 
to serve and love our neighbor, we pray for the children and 
families that will suffer due to this policy and urge the Admin-
istration to stop their policy of separating families.”
Now is the time to act to protect family unity and stop system-
atic family separation. Please call your Member of Congress 
and tell them that, as a person of faith, you oppose the forcible 
detention and separation of families and want them to support 
polices that protect and unite immigrant and refugee families.  
To express your concern for keeping families together, visit 
http://www.ucc.org/join_the_network.

SAVE THE DATE: 
September 9, 2018

Rally Day Celebration!
Before you take off on your summer adventures, make 
a note in your fall calendar that a new season begins at 
First Church Natick on September 9th.  It is more than 
a new church school year.  It is a new season of oppor-
tunities to make discoveries, to make friends, and find 
new ways to make a difference in your world and in 
your lives.  Plenty of great stuff happens over the sum-
mer, of course, but Rally Day is a new beginning.  Be 
sure to get in at the beginning and join us for:

• Registration for children and youth programs
• Presentation of Third Grade Bibles
• Blessing of the Backpacks (and Briefcases)
And catch up with what has been happening over the 
summer, when First Church Natick welcomes a whole 
new season of discovering what it means to be God’s 
beloved community!



Renewable Natick is a citizen-led grassroots effort to increase 
our use of renewable energy sources and improve energy 
efficiency, which will lower our community’s greenhouse gas 
emissions. Your participation and feedback are crucial to the 
success of this effort to create a more sustainable community, 
and to do our part to provide a healthy planet for future gen-
erations. Part of our plan is to submit a Resolution at the 2018 
Fall Annual Town Meeting, which would lay out a roadmap 
for achieving our goals for sustainable electricity, transporta-
tion, and heating/cooling. 
The Vision: 

• Natick reduces its energy use and is powered by 100% 
renewable energy sources, rather than fossil fuels, which 
contribute to climate change. 

• Energy that is locally sourced and produced, contribut-
ing to the resiliency of our local economy. 

• A healthy climate for future generations of human and 
non-human life on planet Earth, our common home. 

Join us for one of our upcoming “Open House Parties” to 
learn more about our vision, give input on our draft Resolu-
tion for Town Meeting 2018, and engage in dialogue about 
how to create a “Renewable Natick.” 
Wednesday, July 25, 7:00-9:30 PM, hosted by Carole 
Berkowitz, 9 Crescent Street, Natick, MA 01760 
Sunday, September 23, 3:00-5:00 PM, hosted by Debby 
Marion, 4 Townsend Circle, Natick, MA 01760 
To RSVP to one of these house parties or to learn more about 
Renewable Natick, visit us on Facebook or connect with us at 
info@renewablenatick.org
The next meeting of Renewable Natick will be on July 8th at 
2:30 PM at Common Street Spiritual Center.

Looking to educate yourself or the young people in your 
life about vaping and e-cigarette products? Stanford 
University's School of Medical has created a free tool-
kit with helpful activities and discussion guides to as-
sist adults and youth in talking about the science behind 
vaping. Download materials at https://med.stanford.edu/
tobaccopreventiontoolkit/E-Cigs.html.

A Great Day for Boston Pride!  
First Church Natick took to the streets of Boston on June 9th 
for the Boston Pride parade.  Sarallyn Keller, Gail Martin, 
Carolyn Cheever and John Brown joined with representa-
tives from UCC congregations all over MA to celebrate that 
our faith communities offer an open door wherever you are 
on life’s journey.  This year, our UCC group was strategically 
placed behind a performance group that not only attracted 
applause and attention from those lining the streets, but also 
kept the marchers energy up as they made their way from 
Boylston Street to City Hall Plaza. 

Free Online Toolkit for Vaping 
Education



Connecticut, Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island Conferences vote 
to go forward Together, As One
By Tiffany Vail, Associate Conference Minis-
ter for Communications

June 16, 2018

The Connecticut, Massachusetts and Rhode Island confer-
ences of the United Church of Christ made history Satur-
day, voting overwhelmingly to form a new unified Con-
ference in which they will not only do ministry together, 
but to which they will invite other religious and secular 
organizations to join.
In separate plenary sessions held at their second joint Annual 
Meeting, the three conferences voted to approve a covenant 
agreement and new set of bylaws establishing the new con-
ference, and they elected a new united Board of Directors.
“UCC History was made today,” said the Rev. John Dorhau-
er, UCC general minister and president. “Signaling to the 
wider church that we can accomplish more together than 
apart, that we live in an interdependent world in which we 
all need each other, and looking to maximize the use of 
precious mission resources, delegates to this tri-conference 
annual meeting voted to carve out a new pathway for what 
we hope will be new life, new vitality and new relevance.” 
“It is my fervent hope and prayer that covenant partners 
around the life of this denomination will likewise test their 
own vision and courage in response to a Holy Spirit who is 
inviting us to join Her in explorations and innovations that 
open us up to new possibilities,” he continued.
A year ago, delegates from the three conferences voted to 
pursue the possibility of uniting; this year, they voted to give 
official form to the new, combined entity.
“Today we affirmed that we need each other,” said Con-
necticut Conference Minister the Rev. Kent J. Siladi. “We 
attended to the Holy Spirit’s movement in our gathering 
and we moved forward with a commitment to making an 
impact and making a difference in this God-so-loved world 
in which we live.”
“Let it be said that at this gathering people of faith were 
filled with hope and joy, peace and love, and agreed that 
together we are called to live the love and justice of Jesus,” 
Siladi said. 
The Rev. Barbara Libby, Interim Rhode Island Conference 
Minister, said the vote shows that “in spite of all sorts of oth-
er differences, we do share the notion that following Jesus 
Christ does and will continue to transform us, our churches, 
and even our planet.”
The Rev. Traci Blackmon, UCC Executive Minister of 

Justice & Local Church Ministries, preached at the Annual 
Meeting on Friday evening, and asked those gathered: “Have 
you ever trusted God enough to step into the water, not 
knowing how you would make it across?”
Her words resonated with many in attendance, who time and 
again the next day referred to getting their feet wet as a meta-
phor for daring to step into a new future together.
Before she left Saturday, Blackmon called the vote exciting 
and unprecedented.
“It marks a change in ministry that’s going to be needed for 
church to move beyond the walls again,” she said. “We are 
fortunate that these three conferences are courageous enough 
to lead us in this.”
The three historic conferences will remain in existence as 
voting members of the new conference, tentatively being 
called the Together, As One Conference. The new conference 
will need to be approved by the UCC’s national governing 
body, General Synod, in June of 2019. The conferences will 
move to a single staff and budget starting Jan. 1, 2020.
The new Board of Directors – which consists of five mem-
bers and two officers from each of the three Conferences 
-  will now begin the task of determining how the new entity 
will be structured.
Conference leaders point to one aspect of the new conference 
as unique and unprecedented: it allows for other bodies who 
share in the vision, mission and purpose of the new confer-
ence to join as non-voting associate members. 
For example, the Annual Meeting of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Western Massachusetts last fall passed a resolution call-
ing for a “Deeper Community, Service and Engagement” 
with “United Church of Christ Partners.”  Down the line, 
the Diocese could become an associate member of the new 
conference.
“For over 200 years Protestantism in America has offered a 
denominated witness to Christ’s call for justice and love,” 
said Massachusetts Conference Minister and President the 
Rev. Jim Antal. “Going forward we have an opportunity to 
come together, particularly in our current political context 
dominated by morally bankrupt values. What we did today 
was a first step. We need institutions to carry the weight of 
social change. They also offer symbols that can bring people 
together. That’s our profound hope.”



Summer Godly Play:
“Trophic Cascades”
Summer Godly Play began June 3rd and will run through 
the month of July (with the exception of July 1).  We 
welcome children from age 3 to grade 4 to join us in our 
exploration.

The inspiration for this year’s Summer Godly Play came 
from a short documentary film, ‘How Wolves Change 
Rivers’.  The documentary filmmakers discovered the 
dramatic effect on Yellowstone National Park of the reintro-
duction of wolves, the top predator in the food chain.  
Everything in nature is interconnected and small changes in 
the environment, or habitats, or predators can have profound 
impacts on plants and animals all along the food chain.
First Church Natick is concentrating on our relationship to 
the environment this year, so it seems like a good idea to fo-
cus our Summer Godly Play on the creation story alongside 
global examples of environmental challenges.  The children 
will engage with eight important “green” topics and dis-
cover how they might make a difference in our world by the 
choices that they and their families make.   
On May 20th, we blessed our new raised garden beds on the 
side lawn of the church.  We are excited to incorporate our 
garden project with what we learn about the wider world be-
cause gardening is one of the easiest green initiatives we can 
undertake, and it is a constant reminder of our connection to 
nature.  The children will help water the garden as the sum-
mer progresses and we hope that there will be some delicious 
veggies to sample too!
The children and youth library has been expanded to include 
many picture books ranging from topics of pollinators to 
clean water to composting to recycling and more!  And there 
is a pile of inspiring young readers books about endangered 
species like Hoot, and a biography about Jane Goodall, and 
one of my favorites – My Side of the Mountain by Jean C. 
George.  There are so many wonderful stories to inspire and 
encourage us to action.  Browse through our Environmental 
section and take a book home to inspire you to action!

We want our children to understand that God created a fan-
tastic world – and God said, “It is good!”  But we only get 
the one world.  We all have to take a part in caring for this 
world.  We sing a song from the time we are children called, 
God’s got the Whole World in His Hands.  This summer we 
are going to turn that around with the reminder that we are 
called to be stewards of the Earth when we sing “We’ve got 
the Whole World in Our Hands!”
We will tell stories about clean drinking water, reforesting 
the rainforests, protecting endangered plants and animals, 
finding renewable energy sources, recycling and sustain-
ability, climate change, organic farming, and protecting 
pollinators.  Although these concepts may seem complicated 
(and they sometimes are), children seem to have a knack for 
cutting to the chase and finding the simple steps that they 
can take to make a small difference in our world.

Natick Multicultural Day
Saturday, August 25
12:00 – 3:00 PM on the Natick Common
Multi-Cultural Day, in it’s 2nd year will take place on 
August 25th from 11:00 am – 3:00 pm on Natick Common. 
This event will celebrate the various food, music and cul-
tures found within the different ethnicities in our community.  
Join us on the Common for this event! 

Got Graduates??
We hope that you will forward 
to the office pictures and up-
dates on your graduates from 
whatever program they have 
completed and their plans go-
ing forward.  We will be saving 

space for these celebrations in the next issue of The 
Good Word newsletter.



Thank You Faith Formation Team!
We are very fortunate at First Church Natick to enjoy the leader-
ship of a wonderful group of dedicated adults invested in our 
children and youth.  This group is committed to the vital minis-
try of faith formation in children and youth, giving of their time, 
energy and focus to provide meaningful programs for infants 
through teens.  We celebrate the completion of another year for 
our Nursery, Godly Play, and Youth programs!
With great appreciation for the leaders who share so much 
of themselves and their gifts behind the scenes, and the love, 
life and laughter they bring to the children and youth of First 
Church Natick  – A HUGE thank you to all of our volunteers!

Jan Abrahamsen
Lola Basiliere
Jayme Bastiansen
Laura Biggs
Alan Brazier
Michelle Brewer
Beth Canterbury
Christy Carriker
Lynn Carriker
Jeff Clausen
Robin Clausen
Gretchen Dubois
Rick Dubois

Amy Foley
Chris Gentry
Janice Gilkes
Suzanne Griffin
Jonathan Guest
Sarabeth Guptill
Mindy Hoge
MaryBeth Kinkead
Debbie Knapik
Pam Lathwood
Sue Mascioli
Kelly McCormack
Matt McCormack

Beth McElaney
Ken Pierce
Mikal Rosendahl
Heather Sanborn
Bob Seiche
Maura Shaughnessy
Karen Shirley
Tracy Sivak
Alyssa Springer
Pam Weagraff
Kristine Weddle
Kelly Wong

This May, a crew of our West Virginia Workcampers, built 
raised beds to house a bigger and better vegetable garden on the 
west side of the church.  The raised beds were blessed on May 
20 and presented to the congregation as a gift in honor of our 
Godly Play and Youth team leaders.  We look forward to shar-
ing the bounty of this garden all summer long!

First Church Natick receives Level 2 Green Award
at UCC Annual Meeting 

Accepting the Level 2 Green Award from Jim Antal were 
Vicky Guest and Jean & Bob Sniffin, along with our  
environmental mascot, Biscuit!
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Join the new “Natick Acts” campaign!
A community taking action on the Opioid Crisis

Interested in putting a Natick Acts sign in your yard or business window to raise awareness 
and show support for community members who are facing opioid addiction? 

Contact Katie Sugarman at 508-647-6623 for more information.


