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First Sunday After Epiphany
Welcome To Our Worship!
In this church we focus on the things that matter. It doesn’t matter to us if you grew up in a
church or never set foot in one before. You matter to us. We welcome you as you are, because
we believe that we are all embraced by God’s inclusive and extravagant love.
We invite you to change any portion of today’s service to language in which you feel included.
Our purpose is to welcome all into God’s presence and worship God in wholeness.
We invite you to “check in” on the social media of your choice, let them know that you are
doing church, ask your networks for prayer requests, or otherwise bring your online self
into God’s presence today.
Prelude

Deep River
Thomas Foster, piano

Welcome & Announcements

Burleigh/Kramer

Sarallyn Keller

(Following the Announcements, we invite you to have a candle available to light as your
worship leaders light the Christ Candle)
Lighting the Christ Candle
Call to Celebration
In the beginning God's Spirit hovered over the waters of chaos and brought forth new life.
God's love flows through all that God has made and is making.
In the womb, waters cradle us and nourish us.
God's love flows through all that God has made and is making.
When we are feeling broken and despairing, as if in a desert dying of thirst to
revive our souls
God's love still flows, a living water to wash us clean, renew us, and give life
anew.
God's hovering Spirit pours out upon us, flowing, pouring, dripping, gushing,
surging, calming
God's love flows, living water to make all things new. Praise God!

*Hymn No. 407

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Nettleton

Come, thou fount of every blessing,
tune my heart to sing thy grace;
streams of mercy never ceasing
call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious measure
sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it,
mount of thy redeeming love.
Here I raise to thee an altar;
hither by thy help I've come;
and I hope, by thy good pleasure,
safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
wandering from the fold of God;
he, to rescue me from danger,
interposed his precious blood.
O to grace how great a debtor
daily I'm constrained to be!
Let thy goodness, like a fetter,
bind my wandering heart to thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
prone to leave the God I love;
here's my heart, O take and seal it,
seal it from thy courts above.
Opening Prayer (Together)
Gracious and Loving God, we thank you for being able to gather together this morning, for
those who are here working to have virtual worship occur and those of you who are worshiping
from different locations. No matter where we are, we are your beloved children. You call us this
morning to remember Jesus' baptism and our own commitments to follow the way of Christ. By
the gift of your Spirit, may what we do and what we say please you. Guide us through the waters
of your grace into the life Christ calls us to lead, loving God, loving neighbor, and loving
ourselves as You love us. Amen.
Sharing the Peace of Christ
Offering Ourselves and Our Substance

Interlude

Offertory Music

Caleb Simper

*Song of Praise
Praise God our lovely beacon light,
Whose Christ transforms our darkest night,
Whose Spirit does our soul alight,
Praise Living Word, our Light and Life. Amen
*Prayer of Thanksgiving
Hymn* 366

Water, River, Spirit, Grace

Gayle Schoepf

Water, River, Spirit, Grace,
sweep over me, sweep over me!
Recarve the depths your fingers traced
in sculpting me in sculpting me.
Scripture Reading

Isaiah 43:1-7 and
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Rev. Sarah Hubbell

Reflection
Gathering Our Community in Prayer
Concerns and Celebrations of the Congregation
The Morning Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer (Together)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
*Hymn No. 426

I’ve Got Peace Like a River

I’ve got peace like a river,
I’ve got peace like a river,
I’ve got peace like a river, in-a my soul.
(Repeat)

African-American Spiritual

I’ve got joy like a fountain,
I’ve got joy like a fountain,
I’ve got joy like a fountain, in-a my soul.
(Repeat)
I’ve got love like an ocean,
I’ve got love like an ocean,
I’ve got love like an ocean, in-a my soul.
(Repeat)
I’ve got faith like an anchor,
I’ve got faith like an anchor,
I’ve got faith like an anchor, in-a my soul.
(Repeat)
Blessing
Postlude

Gigue en Rondeau

Romeau

*All who are able are invited to stand

A Bio of Sarah Hubbell
Rev. Sarah Hubbell attended Andover Newton Theological School, graduating in 2004 and has
been an associate and solo pastor at various congregations in MetroWest, including Franklin,
Marlborough, and Hopedale. She also has been a hospice chaplain in the area. Prior to being
ordained, Sarah was a National Park Ranger in various parts of the United States. She is married
to Doug and has two grown children.
Pastoral Care During January
Rev. John Weagraff has volunteered to take care of any Pastoral Needs during the month of
January. His phone number is 508-380-5221.

Post Worship Fellowship
Shortly after the Service, on Zoom following livestream worship
Join us for a short time of fellowship and sharing the Light of Christ this Christmas Eve
immediately following our worship service!
Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89334693742
NOTE: Please be patient for the arrival of your Zoom host since he may still be
transitioning from live-streaming the worship.

Livestreamed & Recorded Worship
Worship is at the very center of our life together as a congregation, as well as being at the heart
of our call to proclaim and embody the good news of Jesus in the world. Church leaders remain
committed to ensuring that we can do that well.
Livestreamed and live local access cable broadcast of worship will continue.
Natick Local Access
CHANNELS
Comcast 99
Verizon 29
RCN 03
A recording of this service will also be posted to our church website
by Sunday afternoon at 2pm.
Thanks in advance for your patience and understanding as we seek to do what is best for our
worship leaders and right for our community while remaining a church that gives high priority to
worship together as the Body of Christ. If you have feedback for our worship leaders please
contact Jonathan at pastor@firstchurchnatick.org. We appreciate your input!

The Godly Play lesson for this Sunday, January 9, 2022 is
Jesus is Baptized
Godly Play and Connect resume online.
Due to the current rising covid numbers and the fact that many people have spent time with
family and friends over the holiday/vacation week we are returning to remote Godly Play for the
short term. Some of you received a Godly Play at Home kit last year. Please let Sarallyn know
if you need additional supplies or if you would like a kit delivered to your home.
We are determining the best time for the Connect class to meet via zoom during this remote
time. We will communicate directly to those families with students in 5th and 6th grade.
We will communicate our plans as quickly as possible as they develop. And we hope that this
return to remote faith formation for the children will be short lived and we can return to inperson soon.
Thank you for your understanding as we respond to the situation. We wish that we didn't have
to make this change, but it doesn't seem prudent to ask our children and young people to add
another group gathering to their life right now. Please don't hesitate to contact Sarallyn if you
have any questions, concerns or thoughts about the children's faith formation program.

January 9, 2022 to January 16 FCN Calendar
Zoom information is sent in the weekly LINKs on Tuesdays

Sunday, January 9

9:00 AM - We Make the Road by Walking via Zoom
10:30 AM - Virtual Worship live streamed on Pegasus with
Guest Preacher Rev. Sarah Hubbell
11:30 AM – Post Worship Fellowship via Zoom

Tuesday, January 11

Black Earth Compost Pick up!
7:00 PM – Finance Team Meeting via Zoom

Wednesday, January 12

12:00 PM – Mid-Week Connection via Zoom

Thursday, January 13

6:45 PM – Prayer Circle via Zoom

Friday, January 15

7:00 PM - Knitting Meet Up via Zoom

Sunday, January 16

9:00 AM - We Make the Road by Walking via Zoom
10:30 AM - Virtual Worship live streamed on Pegasus with
Guest Preacher Rev. Gail Wright
11:30 AM – Post Worship Fellowship via Zoom

Monday, January 17

FCN Office Closed
10:00 AM MLK Program – Kennedy Middle School

UPCOMING EVENTS!
Sunday, January 9 –
February 13
Wednesday, January 19
Thursday, January 20
Saturday, January 22
Wednesday, January 26
Sunday, February 6

Polar Bears vs. Penguins!
Addressing Family Stress and Depression Program
Coordinating Council Meeting via Zoom
Family Hike with Sarallyn (weather permitting)
Pub Theology - TBD
Rev. Andy Burr begins as Interim Minister
FCN Annual Meeting

Prayer Circle
Thursdays @ 6:45PM with Linda Champion via Zoom
These quiet, contemplative sessions will last around 40 minutes, beginning with an opening
centering prayer, followed by a devotional reading, a sharing of prayer requests and about 15
minutes of silence and a closing centering prayer.

We Make the Road by Walking
Sundays @ 9AM with Sarallyn Keller via Zoom
We will use the book of this title by Brian McLaren in a yearlong quest to seek a fresh way to experience and practice our
faith. If you're a long-term Christian seeking new vitality, or if
you feel out of place in traditional church circles, this group
will inspire and activate you in your spiritual journey through
rich study, interactive learning, and personal growth.

Souper Bowl 2022 ~ Penguins vs. Polar Bears
Begins on Sunday, January 9 and concludes at the end of worship on Sunday, February 13
The Polar Bears take on the Penguins in the Souper Bowl of Caring to restock the shelves of the
Natick Service Council. Contributions of non-perishable food or cash or online donations are
tallied at the end of the service on Super Bowl Sunday to see whether those living north or
south of Route 135 will win the coveted Campbell-Progresso Trophy!

MLK Community Celebration - Virtual
Monday, January 17 @ 10AM - Kennedy Middle School Auditorium

Prayer List
Deb P.
Eileen
Emma
Liz
Andi
Joe
John
Lorna
Lynn
Nicholas
Oliver
Randall D.
Richard
Ronnie
Stephanie
Jane Hall
Denise Palmer
Grandma Pat
Jenna Hayes
John Sullivan
Judy Hamdi
Liam Schmitt
Mark Crouch
Mark & Patty
Abby Robbins
Anna Hayes
Barry Myers
Bill Ladd
Catie Siggins
Chris Gobron
Ed Kinley
Faye Bishop
Tim Ferrell

Alice Bridinger
Barbara Dickson
Beverly Newell
Carolyn Sarbello
Chris Starks
David McKinney
Grace Osgood
Gerry Granfors
Heidi Burger
Jackie Snizek
Jayne Hayes
Jim Leece
Joan Hayes
Josh Stackhouse
Keith Jennings
Lynne Parker
Mary Cerreto
Natalie Friend
Pam Dotter
Palma Casadio
Pat Conaway
Paul Ladd
Roger Hanson
Janet and Don
Peterson
Tiffany Spigarolo
Chuck Roberson
Connie Sullivan
Aphrodite Hoge
Becky Sherman
Miriam's Mom
Tim & his family

Friends & Family of Ashish Patel
Friends & Family of Alva Chapin
Friends & Family of Jack Dowd
Recipients of Ashish Patel’s donated organs & their
families
Elaine and Steve Gaetani
Eunice Chapon’s mother
Elizabeth, Patrick and their unborn son
The Bennati/Snizek Family
The Pomfret Family
The Carelli Family
Michelle, Catherine & Noah
Jen M. & family
Evelyn & her family
Jean & Paul Joyce
Audra, Nate & Rowan Mackey
Marcy Bailey Adams
John & Kay Hartman
Char & Tommy Hannon
Brian & Silvia Blackman
Donna Shermerhorn
Audra Teague Mackey
Malfrid Abrahamsen
The People of Haiti
The people of Santa Maria Tzeja
Health care and frontline service workers
Educators and students of all ages
Those seeking asylum and safe places to live
Alzheimer's patients, families, & caregivers
All who struggle with physical & emotional challenges
Those experiencing grief, isolation, & other losses
Prayers support and encouragement for estranged families
to find peace and reunification especially during the
holidays and to start rebuilding relationships.

The prayer list is updated periodically. If you find that a name has been rotated off the list for
whom you would like the continuing prayers of the community, please contact the office
at admin@firstchurchnatick.org or Prayer List Coordinator Linda Champion
at lchampion17@gmail.com. Also, if a known issue has been resolved, thank you for
communicating the news to us so that the prayer list can be a current reflection of this vital
ministry. Thank you to all for your care and prayers.
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