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First Congregational Church 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 
   October 24, 2021  

Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost  

“God, of your goodness, give me yourself, for you are sufficient for me.  
 I cannot properly ask anything less, to be worthy of you.   

If I were to ask less, I should always be in want.  In you alone do I have all.” 
~ Julian of Norwich, Showings, 17th century 

Welcome To Our Worship!  
In this church we focus on the things that matter.  It doesn’t matter to us if you grew up in a 

church or never set foot in one before. You matter to us.  We welcome you as you are, because 
we believe that we are all embraced by God’s inclusive and extravagant love.  

 
We invite you to change any portion of today’s service to language in which you feel included.  
Our purpose is to welcome all into God’s presence and worship God in wholeness.  
Large print Bibles and worship bulletins are available from the ushers. 
Please be aware of social distancing but take time to greet those around you, especially those 
whom you do not know, and introduce newcomers to the ministers.  Join us outside (weather 
permitting) for conversation following worship today!   

We invite you to “check in” on the social media of your choice, let them know that you are 
doing church, ask your networks for prayer requests, or otherwise bring your in-person or 

online self into God’s presence today.   
If you are new to our community, please fill out the card in the “Welcome Newcomers” 

brochure and place it in the offering plate so that we can extend a more personal welcome!   
 
Prelude Invention in B-flat major 

Thomas Foster, organ 
 

J.S. Bach 
 

 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle  

(If you are worshiping digitally, we invite you to have a candle available to light as the 
Christ Candle is lit) 
 



Call to Celebration  - (from Psalm 100)  

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.   
Serve the Lord with gladness,  
and come before God’s presence with singing. 

Our Lord is God, who created us.   
We are the people of God’s grace.    

Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving,  
and enter God’s courts with praise. 

As we enter this worship, may we rejoice in God’s grace,  
and come before God with song.   
  

Hymn No. 54 For the Beauty of the Earth Dix 

For the beauty of the earth, for the splendor of the skies, 
For the love which from our birth over and around us lies, 
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
For the beauty of each hour of the day and of the night,  
Hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon, and stars of light, 
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.  
 
For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s delight, 
For the mystic harmony linking sense to sound and sight,  
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.  
  
For each perfect gift of thine unto us so freely given, 
Graces, human and divine, flowers of earth and buds of heaven,  
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.  

 
Opening Prayer (Together)                                            
 
Eternal God, you have gathered us to hear words  

and to collect tools for the joyful tasks of working in your world and in the church.   
Be present with us now in these moments of expectation and surprise.   

Call us gently from our routines  
and startle us with your invitation to new vocations of discipleship.  

Grant us the comfort of knowing that through Christ we are never alone in our labors.   
Amen. 

 
  



Sharing the Peace of Christ  

(Remaining physically distant, reach your hands out in a gesture of blessing or place your 
hands together over your heart and bow in a sign of Namaste.  Once worship is 
concluded, consider being in touch with someone you know to share Christ’s peace.) 

Time for Children 
Offering Ourselves and Our Substance  

Offertory Music              Improvisation Thomas Foster 

Song of Praise    

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Scripture Reading Mark 4:26-32  

Reflection “Small Wonder!” Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 

 
Gathering Our Community in Prayer 
 Concerns and Celebrations of the Congregation 
 The Morning Prayer  
 The Lord’s Prayer (Together)  
 
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.   
  



 
Hymn No. 368 Blest Be the Tie that Binds Dennis 
 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. 
 
Before God’s gracious throne we pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares. 
 
We share each other’s woes, each other’s burdens bear, 
And often for each other flows the sympathetic ear.  
 
Now we are far apart.  It gives us inward pain, 
But we are yet still joined in heart and yearn to meet again! 

 
Blessing 

 
Postlude                                   Voluntary – Anonymous 

1. Diapasons,  
2. Horns 

 

 

 
 

Thank you to the worship leaders who made today’s service possible! 
 

 
  



In-Person, Livestreamed & Recorded Worship 
 
Worship is at the very center of our life together as a congregation, as well as being at the heart 
of our call to proclaim and embody the good news of Jesus in the world.  Church leaders remain 
committed to ensuring that we can do that well.   
 
Livestreamed and live local access cable broadcast of worship will continue.   

 
Natick Local Access 

CHANNELS 
Comcast 99 
Verizon 29 

RCN 03 
 

A recording of this service will also be posted to our church website  
by Sunday afternoon at 2pm.  

 
Thanks in advance for your patience and understanding as we seek to do what is best for our 
worship leaders and right for our community while remaining a church that gives high priority to 
worship together as the Body of Christ.  If you have feedback for our worship leaders please 
contact Jonathan at pastor@firstchurchnatick.org.  We appreciate your input! 
 

From time to time, we may be taking video or photography during worship and 
elsewhere on the church property.  By your presence, you grant First Congregational 
Church unrestricted rights to use and publish, transmit or telecast images that may be 
taken of you for use in communication related to the church.  Please contact the church 
office (508-653-0971 or admin@firstchurchnatick.org) if you have any questions or 
concerns. 

 
  



In-Person Worship – What to Do and Expect 
 
• Remain at home if you are feeling ill, have tested positive for COVID-19, or have 

been exposed to someone who has tested positive. 
• Sit physically distant from one another as individuals or in household or pod 

groupings. 
• Wear masks covering your mouths and noses during the entire worship service, 

with masks to be provided to those who need them.   
• Worship leaders/musicians will be fully vaccinated, wear masks, remove masks 

only when they are speaking/singing, and replace their masks as soon thereafter as 
possible.   

• Vaccinated soloists may sing masklessly from a physically distant location in the 
sanctuary.   

• Worshippers will be encouraged not to linger for long periods before or after 
worship.   

• Greeters and/or ushers will meet worshippers at sanctuary entrances to provide 
masking, seating, and other instructions.   

• We will seek maximum ventilation and employ UV air sanitizers during worship 
and will use ozone sanitizers before and after worship.   

• Hand sanitizers will be available at sanctuary entrances and elsewhere in the 
building. 

• Every other pew will be marked for seating availability to promote physical 
distancing.   

• Worship bulletins and hymnals will be made available to worshippers.  However, 
a “digital bulletin” (as used for broadcast and livestreaming) with prayers, hymn 
lyrics, and other important information will also be available.  

• Offerings will be collected in plates near the sanctuary entrances.  Online 
contributions will be encouraged.  A QR code will be supplied in the worship 
bulletin.    

• For communion, individually wrapped juice and wafer packets will be distributed 
as worshippers arrive.   

• Worshippers will be asked to hum and not sing.   
• Children are always welcome!   
• Post-worship fellowship for in-person worshippers will be held outside (weather 

permitting).  Food and beverages will not be provided at this time.   
• We will use and seek to abide by our Covenant for Our Worshipping Community 

which you can view here.  http://firstcongregationalchurchnatick.org/return-person-
worship	

 
 



 
October 24, 2021 to October 31, 2021 FCN Calendar 

Zoom information is sent in the weekly LINKs on Tuesdays 

 
 
 
Sunday, October 24 
 
 

 
9:00 AM - We Make the Road by Walking @ FCN under the tent 
10:30 AM - In-Person Worship - Virtual Worship live streamed on 
Pegasus with Guest Preacher Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 
10:45 AM - Godly Play 
11:30 AM - Post Worship Fellowship on the Front Porch 
12:00 PM - Natick Solar and Clean Heat Challenge 
2:00 PM - Virtual Worship service will be available on the church 
website. 
5:00 PM - OWL 

Tuesday, October 26 
 
Black Earth Compost Pick up! 
 

Wednesday, October 27 

 
12:00 PM - Mid-week Connection via Zoom 
6:00 PM – Victorian Christmas Planning Meeting via Zoom 
7:30 PM – Pub-Theology under the tent @ FCN 
 

Thursday, October 28 6:45 PM - Prayer Circle via Zoom 

Saturday, October 30 

10:00 AM – Family Hike at the Medfield State Hospital – sign up 
here 
11:00 AM – FCN Book Club at Elm Bank 
12:00 PM – Spooktacular 
7:00 PM – Silent Movie 

 
 
 
Sunday, October 31 
 
 

 
9:00 AM - We Make the Road by Walking @ FCN under the tent 
10:30 AM - In-Person Worship - Virtual Worship live streamed on 
Pegasus with Guest Speaker Candace Low 
10:45 AM - Godly Play 
11:30 AM - Post Worship Fellowship on the Front Porch 
2:00 PM - William L. Ladd Ordination 
 

 
  



Prayer Circle 

Thursdays @ 6:45PM with Linda Champion via Zoom 
Upcoming on October 28 

These quiet, contemplative sessions will last around 40 minutes, beginning 
with an opening centering prayer, followed by a devotional reading, a 

sharing of prayer requests and about 15 minutes of silence and a closing 
centering prayer. 

 

We Make the Road by Walking 

October 24 @ 9AM with Sarallyn Keller 
@ FCN under the tent 

We will use the book of this title by Brian McLaren in a year-long quest to seek 
a fresh way to experience and practice our faith. If you're a long-term Christian 
seeking new vitality, or if you feel out of place in traditional church circles, this 
group will inspire and activate you in your spiritual journey through rich study, 

interactive learning, and personal growth. 

Be sure to order the book from Amazon! 

 
TODAY!  Environmental Action Sundays return to First Church!  

 
One of the best things about returning to in-person programming at First Church is the return of 
our Environmental Action Sundays!  Once a month we will offer a program after the worship 
service that is focused on Climate and Environmental justice with specific actions that we can 
take both individually and as a congregation.  
 
Join us for the first Environmental Action Sunday on October 24 @ noon via zoom with Jillian 
Wilson-Martin to hear about the Natick Solar and Clean Heat Challenge.   
 

 
  



Family Hike with Sarallyn at Medfield State Hospital! 
October 30 @ 10:00AM 

 
Medfield State Hospital, originally the Medfield Insane Asylum, is a historic 
former psychiatric hospital complex at 45 Hospital Road in Medfield, MA. 
The asylum was established in 1892 as the state's first facility for dealing with 
chronic mental patients. The college-like campus was designed by William 
Pitt Wentworth and developed between 1896 and 1914. After an era 
dominated by asylums built using the Kirkbride Plan, Medfield Insane 
Asylum was the first asylum built using the new "Cottage Plan" layout. It was 
formally renamed "Medfield State Hospital" in 1914.  
 
Because a large part of the property was either in the Charles River Flood 

Plain or was environmentally valuable, some 350-acres, of the 900 plus acres was transferred to 
the Department of Environmental Management (formerly the Department of Natural Resources) 
during the early 1970s. Fifty seven acres was given to the Town of Medfield for recreational 
purposes and some ten acres was taken for the new Route 27 right of way. 
 
Since closing, the hospital also served as filming locations for motion pictures such as Shutter 
Island, The Box, and Knives Out.(Wikipedia) 
 

Next FCC Book Group 
Saturday, October 30, 11am-noon-ish (BYO snacks/lunch) 

Meet at Elm Bank, 900 Washington St- outside main entrance weather permitting  
(Zoom if needed) rsvp to sharonkirby3@gmail.com 

 
The Year of Living Biblically: One Man's Humble Quest to Follow the Bible as 
Literally as Possible – by  A.J. Jacobs  

 
  



 
PLEASE BE SURE TO WEAR A FACE MASK  



 



 
 
Capital Campaign in Full Swing!                      
 
On Sunday, October 3rd, we had a terrific kick-off event for the Capital Campaign.  If you 
missed it you can watch the recording that includes an update on the projects from Amy Foley, 
the announcement of funds raised to date, and Lane McDonough's fabulous Faith in our 
Future video.  The recording is on the front page of our website www.firstchurchnatick.org  
 
It was announced during the meeting that the 
Campaign has received pledges of over $700,000 
toward our Campaign Goal of $750,000.  An 
exciting matching opportunity was also 
announced during the Kick-off.  A generous 
anonymous donor has agreed to match up to 
$100,000 of any new pledges or increases to 
pledges already received. This is a chance for all 
of us to double the power of our donations through 
these matched funds. 
 
 
You can expect a call or an email from a 
Campaign volunteer to set up a personal visit, 
Zoom or phone call to discuss the Campaign and 
your opportunity to participate in this exciting 
collective effort.   
 
Remember every gift will be doubled because of 
the Matching Funds!   
 
 
 
 
It is truly Our Turn to:   
 
RESTORE, RENEW, RECLAIM, RENGAGE, and RECOMMIT with Faith in Our 
Future! 
  



Sign up here for the Worship Team! 

Ever wonder how someone gets to read the Scripture on Sunday morning?  Or how to serve 
communion or be an usher?   Would you be able to come 30 minutes early and help set up the 
sanctuary for worship?  All you have to do is volunteer!  Sign up at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b48acaf2cabf85-worship or scan this QR code. 

 
 
In the event of an emergency evacuation: 
• Walk immediately through the closest available exit. Remember that the closest exit 

may be behind you.  Check the hallway/door for safety before opening or entering. 
• Assist those with mobility issues to the top of the landing at the closest exit, Exit and 

immediately notify emergency personnel of the location of those needing assistance.  
Do not remain with the individual. 

• Worship leaders and choir members will assist childcare leaders with the 
evacuation of the nursery. 

• After exiting, move quickly away from the building. Use caution crossing sidewalks 
and street.  Emergency vehicles will be entering the parking lot. 

• Rendezvous points for the church school will be either the Peace Pole or the 
Middlesex Bank drive-through depending on conditions.  When it is safe to do so, 
the children will be escorted to the main entry of the Morse Institute Library, where 
further information or instructions will be available. 

  



Prayer List 
Abby Robbins 

Andi 
Anna Hayes 

Aphrodite Hoge 
Barry Myers 

Becky Sherman 
Bill Ladd 

Catie Siggins 
Chris Gobron 

Connie Sullivan 
Chuck Roberson 

Deb P. 
Eileen 
Emma 

Grandma Pat 
Ian 

Jamie Polk 
Jane Hall 

Jenna Hayes 
Joe 

John 
John Sullivan 
Judy Hamdi 

Liam Schmitt 
Liz 

Mark & Patty 
Mark Crouch 

Miriam's Mom  
Nicholas 

Oliver 
Randall D. 

Ronnie  

Friends & Family of Sarah Bennati 
Friends & Family of Jack Dowd 

Friends & Family of Nick Williamson 
Friends & Family of Ronan Jeannote 

Elizabeth, Patrick and their unborn son 
The Bennati/Snizek Family 

Janet and Don Peterson 
Friends & Family of Walt 

The Carelli Family 
Tim & his family 

Michelle, Catherine & Noah 
Jen M. & family 

Evelyn & her family 
Jean & Paul Joyce 

Audra, Nate & Rowan Mackey 
Marcy Bailey Adams 
John & Kay Hartman 

Char & Tommy Hannon 
Kenny and Ann Hoffman 
Brian & Silvia Blackman 

The People of Haiti 
The people of Santa Maria Tzeja 

Health care and frontline service workers 
Educators and students of all ages 

Those seeking asylum and safe places to live 
Alzheimer's patients, families, and caregivers 

All who struggle with physical and  
emotional challenges 

Those experiencing grief, isolation, and  
other losses 

 
The prayer list is updated periodically. If you find that a name has 
been rotated off the list for whom you would like the continuing 

prayers of the community, please contact the office 
at admin@firstchurchnatick.org or Prayer List Coordinator Linda 

Champion at lchampion17@gmail.com. Also, if a known issue has 
been resolved, thank you for communicating the news to us so that 
the prayer list can be a current reflection of this vital ministry. Thank 

you to all for your care and prayers.  

Alice Bridinger 
Audra Teague 

Mackey 
Barbara Dickson 
Beverly Newell 

Carolyn Sarbello 
Chris Starks 

David McKinney 
Donna Shermerhorn 

Ed Kinley 
Faye Bishop 

Grace Osgood 
Gerry Granfors 
Heidi Burger 
Jackie Snizek 
Jayne Hayes 
Joan Hayes 

Josh Stackhouse 
Keith Jennings 
Lynne Parker 

Malfrid Abrahamsen 
Mary Cerreto 
Natalie Friend 

Pam Dotter 
Palma Casadio 

Paul Ladd 
Roger Hanson 
Susan Hassett 

Tiffany Spigarolo 
Tim Ferrell 

 
  



First Congregational Church of Natick 
(First Church Natick) 

United Church of Christ 
 

The Reverend Dr. Jonathan New 
Interim Minister 

802-498-4713 

pastor@FirstChurchNatick.org 
The Reverend Dr. John Weagraff 

Outreach Minister 

Sarallyn Keller 
Director of Spiritual Vitality & Congregational Care 

508-740-3134 

sarallyn@FirstChurchNatick.org 
 
 

Peg Waters 

Office Administrator 

peg@FirstChurchNatick.org 
 

Thomas Foster 
Minister of Music  

 
Alex Villarejo 

Custodian 

alex@FirstChurchNatick.org 
 

Grace Seiche 
Sunday Nursery Staff 

2 East Central Street, Natick, MA 01760 

508-653-0971 

admin@FirstChurchNatick.org  
fccfinance@FirstChurchNatick.org  


