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Covenant for Our Worshipping Community 
 
 
During this transitional time of returning to in-person worship, we, the worshipping community 
of First Congregational Church of Natick, UCC, covenant with God and one another to: 
 

• Care for and love one another in ways that are new and different to us. 
 

• Encourage all people for whom it is possible to be vaccinated. 
 

• Stay home from in-person worship if we are feeling ill, have tested positive for COVID-
19, or have been exposed to someone who has tested positive. 

 
• Be aware of and responsive to our fellow worshippers, telling others what we need to be 

comfortable and asking them what they need.   
 

• Wear a mask covering our mouths and noses throughout the entire worship service.  
 

• Sit physically distant from one another as individuals or in household or pod groupings. 
 

• Seek to be close in the Spirit by opening our hearts to one another.  
 

• Honor all worshippers, whether they be physically present in our sanctuary or 
participating through digital means.   
 

• In all things related to this transitional time, extend grace to one another and to ourselves, 
thereby nurturing this Body of Christ.    

 
Update to Masking Policy (as of March 11, 2022) 
  
First Congregational Church of Natick will move to a flex masking policy, effective 
immediately. While use of masks will be encouraged, and strongly recommended in crowded 
areas, individuals may choose whether or not to wear a mask in the building. This is in line with 
the Natick Board of Health and Natick Public Schools actions and recommendations. Please be 
respectful of others as they make the choice that is appropriate for them.  
 
We will continue with our existing COVID protocols with regard to cleaning, spaced seating, air 
purification, and ventilation. 

 
 
 



First Congregational Church 
An Open and Affirming Congregation 

Of the United Church of Christ 
   March 13, 2022 

Second Sunday In Lent 

“There are often many people dying from thirst while 
many people are running for dear life away from the rain.” 

― Mokokoma Mokhonoana 
 

Welcome To Our Worship!  
In this church we focus on the things that matter.  It doesn’t matter to us if you grew up in a 

church or never set foot in one before. You matter to us.  We welcome you as you are, because 
we believe that we are all embraced by God’s inclusive and extravagant love.  

 
We invite you to change any portion of today’s service to language in which you feel included.  
Our purpose is to welcome all into God’s presence and worship God in wholeness.  
Large print Bibles and worship bulletins are available from the ushers. 
Please be aware of social distancing but take time to greet those around you, especially those 
whom you do not know, and introduce newcomers to the ministers.  Join us for Coffee Hour for 
conversation following worship today!   

We invite you to “check in” on the social media of your choice, let them know that you are 
doing church, ask your networks for prayer requests, or otherwise bring your in-person or 

online self into God’s presence today.   
 

If you are new to our community, please fill out the card in the “Welcome Newcomers” 
brochure and place it in the offering plate so that we can extend a more personal welcome!   

 
 

Sharing Your Prayer Requests 
 
Because of a few minutes broadcast delay, prayer concerns and celebrations to be shared during 
worship can be emailed to prayers@firstchurchnatick.org at any time before or during the 
worship service up to the Reflection. 
 
Prelude  Waltz in A minor, Op. 34 No. 2 

Thomas Foster, organ 
 

Chopin 

  



Welcome & announcements  
 

(Following the Announcements, we invite you to have a candle available to light as your 
worship leaders light the Christ Candle) 

 
Lighting the Christ Candle  
Call to Celebration  Sarallyn Keller 

 
Come, let us worship God who provides for us. 

Even though we whine and complain, God hears our 
cries. 

Lets lift our voices in praise, for God has come to 
comfort us. 

Thanks be to God who forgives and heals our 
wounded souls. 

Come, celebrate God’s steadfast love; God's living water 
to quench our thirst. 

Open our hearts, O God, and let us truly listen to 
your words. 

 
*Hymn 461 We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky         How Can I Keep From Singing 

     Beth Canterbury, soprano 
 

We cannot own the sunlit sky, the moon, the wildflowers growing, 
For we are part of all that is within life’s river flowing. 
With open hands receive and share the gifts of God’s creation, 
That all may have abundant life in every earthly nation. 
  
When bodies shiver in the night and, weary, wait for morning, 
When children have no bread but tears, and warhorns sound their warning, 
God calls humanity to wake, to join in common labor, 
That all may have abundant life in oneness with their neighbor. 
  
God calls humanity to join as partners in creating 
A future free from want or fear, life’s goodness celebrating. 
That new world beckons from afar, invites our shared endeavor, 
That all may have abundant life and peace endure forever.   

 
Opening Prayer (Together)  Sarallyn Keller 

 
Loving God, we come this day to worship with so many 
things on our hearts and minds. We are drawn away by 
problems and cares. Heal our spirits. Open our hearts. 
Help us be your disciples.  
AMEN. 
 



Call to Confession  
Prayer of Confession (together) 

 
How quick we are to say yes to you, O God, and then we 
turn around and forget our bold words of commitment. 
We really want to serve, but we are very weak and are 
easily drawn away by cares and fears. We pledge 
ourselves to working for your realm in the world but 
find ourselves pulled this way and that by other 
demands on our time and energy. Forgive us, O God, 
when we so quickly drop our commitments to serving 
you. Heal our spirits and give us the bold courage to 
truly be your disciples. For we ask these things in Jesus’ 
Name. Amen 
 

Assurance of Grace 
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ                                                 

(Remaining physically distant, reach your hands out in a gesture of blessing or place your 
hands together over your heart and bow in a sign of Namaste.  Once worship is 
concluded, consider being in touch with someone you know to share Christ’s peace.)  

The Peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 
 

Children are Dismissed to Godly Play & Connect 
(Children in preschool to grade six are invited to leave through the door to the right of the pulpit. 
Godly Play for children preschool to grade four meets in the classroom directly outside the 
sanctuary on the LS level.  Connect for Grades 5 & 6 meets on the stage in the vestry on the first 
floor. Parents are welcome to accompany their children and return to worship once they are 
settled.)  
 

Offering Ourselves and Our Substance        

Offertory Music Suite in No. 3 in D major: Sarabande 
 

J. Matteson 

Song of Praise  
 
  Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
  That were a present far too small; 
  Love so amazing, so divine, 
  Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 

 



Prayer of Thanksgiving (Together) 
 

We pray, Gracious God, that our gifts may provide 
nourishment to those who thirst for justice, strength to 
those who hunger for hope, a community to those 
living in loneliness. This we pray in Jesus' name. 
Amen. 
 

 

Scripture Reading Exodus 17:1-7  
Sermon “Murming Stories” The Rev. Andrew C. Burr 
 
Gathering our community In Prayer 
 

 

Concerns and Celebrations of the Congregation 
 
The Morning Prayer 
The Lord’s Prayer (together) 

Earth maker, pain bearer, life giver, source of all 
that is and that shall be, parent of us all, Loving God, in 
whom is heaven: the hallowing of your name echo 
through the universe! The way of your justice be 
followed by the peoples of the world! Your heavenly will 
be done by all created beings! Your commonwealth of 
peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on 
earth. With bread we need for today, feed us. In the 
hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. In 
temptation and test, strengthen us. From trials too 
great to endure, spare us. From the grip of all that is 
evil, free us. For you reign in the glory of the power that 
is love, now and forever. Amen. 
 

*Hymn No.  67 God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens                          Hyfrdol 
             Beth Canterbury, soprano 

 
God, who stretched the spangled heavens infinite in time and place, 
Flung the suns in burning radiance through the silent fields of space; 
We, your children, in your likeness, share inventive powers with you; 
Great Creator, still creating, show us what we yet may do.  
 
We have ventured worlds undreamed of since the childhood of our race; 
Known the ecstasy of winging through untraveled realms of space; 
Probed the secrets of the atom, yielding unimagined power,  
Facing us with life’s destruction or our most triumphant hour. 



 
As each far horizon beckons, may it challenge us anew, 
Children of creative purpose, serving others, honoring you. 
May our dreams prove rich with promise, each endeavor, well begun; 
Great Creator, give us guidance till our goals and yours are one.   

 
 

Blessing 
 

  

Postlude Suite in No. 3 in D major: Courante 
 

J. Matteson 

 
*Please rise in Body or Spirit 
 
 
 

 
 



 
In-Person, Livestreamed & Recorded Worship 

 
In consideration of the safety of our worship leaders and to demonstrate that everyone should 
avoid going out into public unless absolutely necessary our worship leaders will continue 
leading worship from their homes for the foreseeable future.   
 

During this time, livestream and local access cable broadcasting of worship  
at the usual Sunday 10:30 a.m. worship time will continue as usual. 

Natick Local Access  
CHANNELS  
Comcast 99  
Verizon 29 

RCN 03  
  

A recording of this service will also be posted to our church website  
by Sunday afternoon at 2pm.   

 
Worship is at the very center of our life together as a congregation, as well as being at the heart 
of our call to proclaim and embody the good news of Jesus in the world.  Church leaders remain 
committed to ensuring that we can do that well.  Thanks in advance for your patience and 
understanding as we seek to do what is best for our worship leaders and right for our community 
while remaining a church that gives high priority to worship together as the Body of Christ.  If 
you have feedback for our worship leaders please contact Andy at andyburrfcn@gmail.com.   
We appreciate your input! 
 
 
Post Worship Fellowship 
11:30AM – 12:30 PM, on Zoom following livestream worship 

Join us for an informal virtual gathering where we can greet one another, and – if the spirit 
strikes us – talk about the day’s worship experience.   

Join Zoom Meeting 
Follow this link for the videocall:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89334693742 
or,  

To join by phone: call in at (929) 205-6099, then enter 89334693742# (and don’t forget 
the # at the end!).   

 
NOTE:  Please be patient for the arrival of your Zoom host since she may still be 
transitioning from live-streaming the worship. 

  



In-Person Worship – What to Do and Expect 
 

 
• Remain at home if you are feeling ill, have tested positive for COVID-19, or have been 

exposed to someone who has tested positive. 
• Sit physically distant from one another as individuals or in household or pod groupings. 
• Worship leaders/musicians will be fully vaccinated, wear masks, remove masks only 

when they are speaking/singing, and replace their masks as soon thereafter as possible.   
• Worshippers will be encouraged not to linger for long periods in the sanctuary before 

or after worship.   
• Greeters and/or ushers will meet worshippers at sanctuary entrances to provide seating, 

and other instructions.   
• We will seek maximum ventilation and employ UV air sanitizers during worship and 

will use ozone sanitizers before and after worship.   
• Hand sanitizers will be available at sanctuary entrances and elsewhere in the building. 
• Every other pew will be marked for seating availability to promote physical distancing.   
• Worship bulletins and hymnals will be made available to worshippers.  However, a 

“digital bulletin” (as used for broadcast and livestreaming) with prayers, hymn lyrics, and 
other important information will also be available.  

• Offerings will be collected in plates near the sanctuary entrances.  Online contributions 
will be encouraged.   

• For communion, individually wrapped juice and wafer packets will be distributed as 
worshippers arrive.   

• Children are always welcome!      
• Post-worship fellowship for in-person worshippers will be held in the Vestry in a COVID 

safe environment.   
 
 

Sign up here for the Worship Team AND Coffee Hour! 
  

All you have to do is volunteer!  Sign up at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b48acaf2cabf85-
worship or scan this QR code. 



Calendar for March 11, 2022 – March 20, 2022 

 
Friday, March 11 7:00 PM Knitting Circle in Parlor 

Saturday, March 12 5-7pm Dinner with Chef Bob – Chicken Cordon Bleu – Eat in 
or Take out! 

Sunday, March 13 
 
Day Light Savings Time 
Starts! 

9:00 AM 
10:30 AM 
10:45 AM 
11:30 AM 

 
5:00 PM 

We Make the Road by Walking via Zoom 
In-Person and Virtual Worship with Rev. Burr 
Godly Play and Connect 
Post-Worship Fellowship – Coffee Hour in person and 
Zoom 
OWL 

Monday, March 14 7:00 PM Lenten Soul Sabbatical in Vestry 

Wednesday, March 16 12:00 PM 
7:00 PM 

Mid-Week Connection via Zoom  
Coordinating Council Meeting via Zoom 

Thursday, March 17 12:00 PM 
6:45 PM 

Lunch Bunch in Vestry 
Prayer Circle via Zoom 

Sunday, March 20 9:00 AM 
10:30 AM 
10:45 AM 
11:30 AM 

 
5:00 PM 
7:00 PM 

We Make the Road by Walking via Zoom 
In-Person and Virtual Worship with Rev. Burr 
Godly Play and Connect  
Post-Worship Fellowship – Coffee Hour in person and 
Zoom 
OWL 
Sr. Youth Group  

Monday, March 21 7:00 PM Lenten Soul Sabbatical in Vestry 

Wednesday, March 23 12:00 PM 
7:00 PM 

Mid-Week Connection via Zoom 
Pub Theology 

Thursday, March 24 6:45 PM Prayer Circle via Zoom 

Saturday, March 26 10:00 AM Family Hike with Sarallyn 

Sunday, March 27 
 
 

9:00 AM 
10:30 AM 
10:45 AM 
11:30 AM 

We Make the Road by Walking via Zoom 
In-Person and Virtual Worship with Rev. Burr 
Godly Play and Connect 
Post-Worship Fellowship – Coffee Hour in person and 
Zoom 
 



Prayer Circle  
Thursdays @ 6:45PM with Linda Champion via Zoom  
These quiet, contemplative sessions will last around 40 minutes, beginning with an opening 
centering prayer, followed by a devotional reading, a sharing of prayer requests and about 15 
minutes of silence and a closing centering prayer.  

Midweek Connection & Prayer  
 Wednesdays @ noon via Zoom  
 A time of sharing and prayer every week at noon on Wednesdays.  Feel free to drop in! 

We Make the Road by Walking  
  Sundays @ 9AM with Sarallyn Keller  

We will use the book of this title by Brian McLaren in a year- long 
quest to seek a fresh way to experience and practice our  faith. If you're 
a long-term Christian seeking new vitality, or if you feel out of place in 
traditional church circles, this group  will inspire and activate you in 
your spiritual journey through  rich study, interactive learning, and 
personal growth.  
 

Lenten Soul Sabbatical: Justice ~ It’s a Jesus thing! 
Mondays @ 7pm eight-week session 

beginning Feb 28 
 
Soul Sabbatical offers suggested spiritual practices and reading to go deeper in your 
faith journey and create space for Spirit to move in your life.  
 
Please RSVP to Sarallyn at sarallyn@firstchurchnatick.org to help us plan (In case we 
need more than one group and let her know if you would participate on a different day 
if you have a conflict on Mondays) The materials will be available after February 16 
from the church office.  
 
The participants guide includes the material you will need to prepare for the first 
gathering on February 28 so please get your packet early. 
 
Matthew 25:35-36 

“For I was hungry, and you gave me food, 
I was thirsty, and you gave me something to drink, 

I was a stranger, and you welcomed me, 
I was naked, and you gave me clothing, 

I was sick, and you took care of me, 
I was in prison, and you visited me.” 



 
 

Together, We're Making A Difference! 
 

Our church is responding to the current health crisis in innovative ways, by continuing to gather 
on Sundays in live-streamed worship, and being in fellowship and shared ministry through 
videoconferencing.  Now we're also exploring how to further live into our identity as 
Natick’s Digital Front Porch.  Far from putting our mission on hold, this is the time when Spirit-
led people can tend the spirits of others in our community feeling anxious and isolated.  There’s 
never been a more important time to proclaim and embody the Good News of God’s abiding 
love given to us by Jesus! 
 
We need your generous support of our shared ministry during this time when the offering plate 
isn’t being passed during in-person worship.  The average congregation receives only 16% of its 
household contributions from mailed, online, or auto-bill paid giving.  Most comes through the 
offering plate.  We’re pleased that 63% of our giving is now coming in alternative ways.  But, 
while this is a terrific shift, it still means that we’re only seeing about two-thirds of our regular 
giving from church members and friends.  If you haven’t done so already, here’s how you can 
shift your in-person offering plate giving to other giving means:  

• Mailing in donations to:  2 East Central Street, Natick, MA, 01760.   
• Making one-time or recurring gifts online through our church website and its secure 

giving platform:  http://firstchurchnatick.org/give-online. 
• Setting up auto-bill pay with your bank (usually be done online), just the same way you 

would for paying utility bills.   

The world needs what FCC Natick can be and do, particularly in this time that is challenging all 
of us in unprecedented ways.  Thanks for doing your part to make sure we can keep our unique 
and vibrant ministry going at just the moment it’s needed most!    



Prayer List 
 

Deb P. 
Eileen 
Emma 

Liz 
John 

Lorna 
Nicholas  

Oliver  
Randall D.  

Richard 
Ronnie 

Stephanie 
Jane Hall 

Denise Palmer 
Grandma Pat 
Jenna Hayes 

John Sullivan 
Judy Hamdi 
Liam Schmitt 

Linda Macfarlane 
Mark Crouch 
Abby Robbins 
Anna Hayes 
Barry Myers 

Bill Ladd 
Catie Siggins 
Chris Gobron 

Ed Kinley 
Faye Bishop 
Tim Ferrell 

Brad Jennings 
 

Alice Bridinger 
Barbara Dickson 

Chris Starks 
David McKinney 
Gerry Granfors 
Heidi Burger 
Jackie Snizek 
Jayne Hayes 
Jim Leece 

Joan Hayes 
Julia Lindemann 
Keith Jennings 
Lynne Parker 
Mary Cerreto 
Natalie Friend 

Pat & Jane Conaway 
Paul Bradley 

Paul Ladd 
Roger Hanson 

Tiffany Spigarolo 
Connie Sullivan 
Aphrodite Hoge 
Miriam's Mom 

Tim & his family 
John & Kay Hartman 

Jean & Paul Joyce 
Robbins Family 

Shannon & David 

Friends & Family of David McKinney 
Friends & Family of Grace Osgood 
Friends & Family of Nina Nastri 

Friends & Family of Michael Watson 
Eunice Chapon’s mother 

Elizabeth, Patrick and their unborn son 
The Bennati/Snizek Family 

The Pomfret Family 
The Mattera Family 
The Carelli Family 

Jen Dreher & Family 
Evelyn & her family 

Audra, Nate & Rowan Mackey 
Char & Tommy Hannon 

Donna Shermerhorn 
Audra Teague Mackey 
Malfrid Abrahamsen 
Janet & Don Peterson 
Celeste and Gordon 

 
The people of Ukraine 

The People of Haiti 
The people of Santa Maria Tzeja 

Health care and frontline service workers 
Educators and students of all ages 

Those seeking asylum and safe places to live 
Alzheimer's patients, families, & caregivers 

All people battling addiction and mental health issues 
All who struggle with physical & emotional challenges 

Those experiencing grief, isolation, & other losses 
 

Prayers of support and encouragement for estranged 
families to find peace and reunification and to start 

rebuilding relationships. 

 
The prayer list is updated periodically. If you find that a name has been rotated off the list 
for whom you would like the continuing prayers of the community, please contact the office 
at admin@firstchurchnatick.org or Prayer List Coordinator Linda Champion at 
lchampion17@gmail.com. Also, if a known issue has been resolved, thank you for  
communicating the news to us so that the prayer list can be a current reflection of this vital 
ministry. Thank you to all for your care and prayers.    
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Interim Pastor 
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